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MARCH 2023 

 Growing in love of  
 God and neighbor,  
 Reaching new  
 people, and Healing  
 a broken world. 

Outreach of the United Methodist Churches 
of Wells and Kiester, Minnesota  

Your faithfulness extends to every generation, 
as enduring as the earth you created.  

Psalm 119:90 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

       We find ourselves once again in the season of Lent. At The 
WAY Youth Group this week, I introduced them to the seasonal 
cycle of the liturgical year. I did not go very in-depth, but I wanted 
them to know that there is a cycle to the Christian year they may 
not know about. We often think of our year as related to the calen-
dar and how it affects our lives, but we very seldom think about 

ourselves in relation to the liturgical year. I think Lent is a good time to think about how 
we can shape our year based on the cycles of the life of Jesus.  

Lent comes at a time of the year that is for our corner of the world, often very cold 
but ends when the warmth of spring is close or already begun. This year Easter is on April 
9 and I can imagine that, like me, you are all hoping that by then the snow will be gone and 
spring will have sprung. What I like about how Lent starts off in the cold is that it is a time 
of introspection where we examine our own lives and how we can make ourselves ready to 
contemplate the cross and eventually the empty tomb. The cold days of winter put me in 
that kind of state of mind. We start with ashes and that seems to be a very fitting place 
because it reminds us that we were created by God from the dust of the earth. I have a book 
that talks about the Christian year and this part of the year is called From Ashes to Fire. I 
have always liked the idea that when we get to Ash Wednesday, even with the world cold 
and dark outside, Good Friday is just ahead when we will be confronted by the cross once 
again. We go from a symbol of hate and death where ashes seem very fitting, to that of fire 
as the sun rises on Easter. We witness the 
renewal of a life that will never die as Jesus 
comes out of the tomb as death is overcome 
and life and light reigns. I think God wants 
to spark a fire in our hearts once again with 
the Good News and the truth that brings life, 
just as we see life return in abundance in the 
Spring. Then Pentecost comes to keep the 
fire going in our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit as a testimony that Jesus reigns over 
all things and always will.   

I pray that this year if you are feeling a 
little tired and a little like ash like me, that as 
we remember these most pivotal events you 
will take the opportunity to examine your 
own life. Maybe the cold of winter is starting to make you just want to go back to bed, or 
you spend your days looking for the sun to peek out from behind the clouds to warm you 
again. It is no coincidence that this is the time in our liturgical year we are called on to look 
to the Lord who continues to teach us that we in Jesusô life are taken from ashes to fire in 
our yearly journey toward Easter. I hope that this year you are newly blessed by the Good 
News of Jesusô life, death and resurrection; that you will be comforted by the Holy Spirit, 

(Continued on page 6.) 
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 2 Worship will begin with remembering Jesusôs triumphant 
entry into Jerusalem and end reflecting on the passion of Christ 
with the stripping of the sanctuary. 

Wednesday, April 5 Soup Supper from 5:00-6:15 at the Wells Campus followed by an 
ecumenical Holy Week joint worship service with our two cam-
puses, Wells Assembly of God, and the youth from The WAY. 
We will symbolically reenact the events of the Upper Room with 
handwashing and communion. 

Good Friday, April 7 7:00 pm Worship at Wells Campus ï Weôll be reflecting on the 
cross and the tomb. 

Easter Sunday, April 9 7:00 am Sunrise Service ï Look for something new this year for 
the youth-led ñSon-riseò service. 

 7:45 am ï Easter Breakfast 

 9:00 am (Wells) & 11:00 am (Kiester) ï Resurrection Worship 

March Worship Calendar 
Worship times & locations:  

Wells worship ð 9:00am; Sunday School & Coffee at 10:00am 

Kiester worship ð 11:00am; Coffee at 10am. 

March 5 ........... Lent 2 ............................................................................................................... (Purple) 

Scriptures: 1 John 3:11-24; Matthew 5:38-48 

Sermon: Savior Series ï ñMoral Exampleò 

March 12 ......... Lent 3 / DST Begins ....................................................................................... (Purple) 

Scriptures: Acts 22:6-16; Ephesians 2:13-14; Luke 15:11-25 

Sermon: Savior Series ï ñReconciliationò 

March 19 ......... Lent 4 / UMCOR Sunday .............................................................................. (Purple) 

Scriptures: Psalm 51; John 13:1-8 

Sermon: Savior Series ï ñCleansingò 

March 26 ......... Lent 5 ............................................................................................................... (Purple) 

Scriptures: Colossians 2:6-15; Matthew 28:1-20 

Sermon: Savior Series ï ñChristus Victorò 

ONLINE: Watch live at 9:00 a.m. on Facebook.com/opendoors.umc/ or You Tube. The YouTube 

recording is linked to our website, so you can easily watch the service live at 
www.opendoorsumc.org. 

Bevcomm Cable TV, Ch. 990: Tuesdays at 11:00 am and 8:00 pm and 
  Fridays at 6:00 pm 
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Lenten Series & Study 
During Lent this year, Pastor Chris is offering a sermon series 

and study called, Savior by Rev. Magrey R. deVega. The series and 
study look at the different images that have been thought of for the 
work on the cross. In the book, Savior: What the Bible Says about 
the Cross, deVega guides us through these images to achieve a 
richer understanding of the Christian faith. It will be a six-week 
study and series, and I hope that by the end we can see that no 
matter the language or images we use, that it all points to Jesus as 
our own personal savior.    
March 5/7 ï Chapter 3: Moral Example: Jesus Shows You How to Live 
Mar. 12/14 ï Chapter 4: Reconciliation: Jesus Restores Your Relationship 
Mar. 19/21 ï Chapter 5: Cleansing: Jesus Makes You Clean 
Mar. 26/28 ï Chapter 6: Christus Victor: Jesus Gives You the Victory 

The study will be from 9-10am on Tuesdays at Open DoorsïWells Campus (not at 
The Bean). If you would like a book, there are some available at the church for $12.50 or 
you can find them online.  

 
Wednesday Community  
Prayer & Bible Study  

Thereôs a group that meets each 
Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in The Hospitality 
Room of Open Doors UMC that is open to 
anyone feeling the call to be in prayer with 
a group of others. ñFor where two or three 
gather in my name, there am I with 
them.ò (Mt. 18:20)  
Then at 10:00, a Bible study begins. 

Josh Edwards and Tim Stromer are the 
leaders. Currently they are digging deep 
into John chapter 14 about Jesusô time in 
the Upper Room with his disciples. No 
book is required, just your Bible.  
Everyone is invited to attend both, just 

the prayer time, or just the Bible study. 
Come as you are. 

 

Easter will be April 9. 
            If you would like to donate an     
      Easter lily or plant for Easter  
   Sunday, please have it delivered to  
the Wells or Kiester Campus by April 7. 

All Minnesota United Methodists are invit-
ed to participate in the 2023 conference-
wide Lenten video study. This yearôs study 
focuses on the sermons of John Wesley. 
Members of the Appointive Cabinet will be 
preaching modern day interpretations of 
John Wesleyôs sermons. You can begin the 
study whenever you like. All six sermon 
videos and corresponding study guides are 
available to view and download now at 
www.minnesotaumc.org/2023-lenten-study.  

Presenter John Wesleyõs Sermon               
Rev. Fred Vanderwerf ñSalvation by Faithò 
Bp. Lanette Plambeck ñThe Almost Christianò 
Rev. Dan Johnson ñThe Circumcision of the Heartò 
Rev. Cynthia Williams ñUpon Our Lordôs Sermon on the  
 Mountò 
Rev. Laurie Kantonen ñThe General Spread of the Gospelò 
Rev. Cindy Gregorson ñOn Zealò 
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Office Info 
Please call ahead whenever possible to make an 

appointment to meet in-person.  

Chris Leistra, Pastor 
Office hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs. 9:00-11:00 & 1:00-4:00 
Wed. 9-11 (staff meeting) Other times by appointment. 

(Tuesday coffee  & study at church 9:00-11:00.)  
Cell: 920-765-3665 

E-mail: pastorumc@bevcomm.net 

Sarah Hankerson, Office Manager 
Office hours at church: M-F 9:30am-5pm  
Office: 507-553-5453; Cell: 507-317-4322 

E-mail: opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net 

Jan Johanson, Music Ministries 
Office hours at church: Wednesdays 9am-3pm  

Home: 507-553-5077; Cell: 507-380-9568 
E-mail: wellsumcmusic@gmail.com 

LaMar Johnson, Custodian, Wells 
Office hours at church: (flexible)  

Cell: 507-420-4588 

Tuesdays at 9:00- 11:00 
March 7,  

At Open Doors 

Weather Related Announcements 
  If worship or other church-related activities need 
to be canceled because of weather, they will be 
announced on the following radio stations: 

KBEW: 1560 AM; 98.1 FM 
KATE: 1450 AM 
KJLY: Website kinshipradio.org 

And announced on 
www.opendoorsumc.org and Facebook, 
or call the church office at 553-5453 & 
listen to the recorded message. 

Survey Replies Due March 19 
The church survey was mailed out to most 
every member and regular attender within 
the state on February 28. Watch for it to 
arrive in your mailbox very soon if you 
donôt already have it. Completed surveys 
are due back to the church office by Sun-
day, March 19. Please donôt put it off. 
Weôd like replies from everyone, regardless 
of how active you are in the church. Your 
responses are very important in helping us 
understand the current climate of our 
church and seeing to your spiritual well-
being. They will help to discern what direc-
tion future plans will take for worship, chil-
drenôs Sunday school, and other events. 
Results will be published and shared in a 
series of ñFocus Groupsò as discussion 
starters for follow-up plans.  
(If you will be delivering your survey to 
church, please save the postage-paid enve-
lope so it can be re-used. Thanks.) 

 

From the Church Office 
I will be out of the office for two weeks 
from March 8-22. While Iôm gone, Karen 
Stenzel will be filling in for a few days. If 
you need anything, please call or email the 
office, or call Pastor Chris directly at 920-
765-3665.                       ~ Sarah Hankerson 

Congratulations! 
Hunter Bruckhoff will receive his Eagle 
Scout award in a ceremony on March 19. 

Wanda Kothlow received word on Valen-
tines Day that there was a heart for her, and 
a little more than 24 hours later she was in 
surgery having a heart transplant! Her (and 
her mother, JoEtta Doolittleôs) address at 
the transplant house for the next three 
months or so is:  724 2nd St. SW, Room 
246, Rochester, MN 55902. 

 
Keep in mind the Treasures & More 
sale will be coming in October! 
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From the Pastor (Continued from page 2.) 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ {ǳǇǇŜǊǎ 

aŀǊŎƘ м /ƘŜǊȅƭ aƛƴǎŜ ϧ WƻȅŎŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ¢ŀǘƻǊ ¢ƻǘ IƻǘŘƛǎƘΣ /ƻǊƴΣ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ 

aŀǊŎƘ у aŜƭƛǎǎŀ ϧ WƻƘƴ YǊǳǎŜ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ !ƭŦǊŜŘƻ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘŀ ŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ 
aŀǊŎƘ мр !ƭƛŎŜ hƭŜǎƻƴ ϧ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ άDǊŜŜƴέ {ǳǇǇŜǊ 

aŀǊŎƘ нн YŀǝŜ ϧ 5ŀǊǊƛƴ IǳŜǇŜǊ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ aŜŀǘōŀƭƭǎ hǾŜǊ bƻƻŘƭŜǎ 

aŀǊŎƘ нф ¢.5 ¢.5 

!ǇǊƛƭ р ¢.5 ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ {ƻǳǇǎ όǊŜǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !ǎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅύ 

!ǇǊƛƭ мн !ƭƛŎŜ hƭŜǎƻƴ ϧ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ {ƭƻǇǇȅ WƻŜǎΣ .ŀƪŜŘ .ŜŀƴǎΣ /ƘƛǇǎ 

!ǇǊƛƭ мф ¢.5 ¢.5 

!ǇǊƛƭ нс ¢.5 ¢.5 

who if you seek it, will cause faith to burn in your hearts, and you will know that the 
Fatherôs grace is with you. This is the story that we all need to hear and by making it a part 
of our own lives we will be blessed as we experience the Agape love of God which re-
deems us. This is Godôs story and we are all a part of it. 

ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who  
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world  
but in order that the world might be saved through him.ò 

WƻƘƴ оΥмс-мт 
 

May the redeeming Love of Jesus the one who stands Crucified and Resurrected be 
with you always, 

                ~ Pastor 

µǌ×ďŵ ĀĖŇĀƄíéƲ 
 Enjoy good food and good company! 

Each Wednesday in the  
Wells Campus basement 

If you would like to sign up to cook for one of the weeks, 
call the church office or sign up on the clip board at church. 

The Wednesday during Holy Week, April 5, we will have the soup supper that was snowed 
out on Ash Wednesday. So, if you had offered to make soup before, weôd welcome you to 
make it again for April 5. Please call the office or sign up on clipboard at church. The soup 
supper will precede a Holy Week worship service held in the sanctuary that will include 
our two campuses, Wells Assembly of God, and The WAY. 

ÃÐ¾¾ÄÐ¿Ã §{ 
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W =Wells Site;  K =Kiester Site;  All other events at Wells site unless designated otherwise. 
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Lenten Mission Offering 
       During the 40 days of Lent beginning February 22, we will be 
focusing on our mission partner, Red Bird Mission. The Lenten 
offering will go towards its work in the impoverished area of Ap-
palachia in southeast Kentucky. We have pledged to support Red 
Bird Mission with $1,155.00 ($5 per member) for 2023. Our dol-
lars will help with mission work that we are not able to do our-

selves. Please give generously during this Lenten season so that we will meet our pledge, 
and perhaps even go over it, to benefit the poor, friendless, and afflicted in Kentucky. 
Please use the special Lenten Offering envelopes or mark Lenten Offering on check memo 
line or envelope. 

2022 was a year of joy and  
devastation for Red Bird.  

After two years of curtailing social 
events because of Covid-19, they were 
able to celebrate their high school and kin-
dergarten graduates and get back to things 
like their quilting group and alumni home-
coming. 

The dental needs of residents in SE 
Kentucky far exceed their financial re-
sources. The Red Bird Dental Clinic was 
blessed to receive a $30,000 intraoral 
scanner, plus resin and the software pro-
gram to print crowns using 3-D printing 
technology. This will reduce the cost of a 
crown for those who canôt afford dental 
insurance or who are underinsured. 

Red Bird Mission was spared from 
the devastating flooding in eastern Ken-
tucky in late July, but resources on hand 
went out immediately to shelters and dis-
tribution points before the flood waters 
receded. They were supplying food, cloth-
ing, blankets, cleaning supplies and per-
sonal hygiene items. They became a cen-
tral communications point for info on 
available shelters, resources, and needs. 
They continue to work with victims across 
the impacted area monitoring needs and 
finding resources. 

Emma Norton Collection 

On April 27-29, the Minnesota chapter 
of Professional Administrators of the 
United Methodist Connectional Structure 
(PAUMCS) will be hosting the National 
Annual Conference in Minneapolis.  
Sarah Hankerson is a member and will 
be attending.  
The PAUMCS conference will be an 
opportunity for church office workers and 
administrators from all across the country 
to meet in a hybrid format to learn and 
network with others in the profession.  
The conference mission project will be 
Emma Norton Services. They have a list 
of donation needs, and if you would like 
to use this opportunity to donate items, 
Sarah will bring them up there.  

Emma Norton Needs: 

¶ Household cleaning supplies: disinfect-
ant, floor cleaner, sponges, dish soap 
¶ Bed sheets: queen, full, twin 
¶ Disposable masks 
¶ Paper towels 
¶ Toilet paper 
¶ Ethnic hair care 

 
 
 

www.emmanorton.org 
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UMCOR SundayðMarch 19 
Through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) we are able to pro-

vide hope for communities and individuals whose lives have been upset by storms, wars, 
fires, displacement and climate change. This ministry is achieved exclusively through 
your generosity. UMCOR Sunday is a denomination wide celebration designed to raise 
awareness and support for UMCOR. The special offering on this Sunday underwrites 
UMCORôs ñcost of doing businessò making it possible for UMCOR to focus on respond-
ing to communities and individuals when they need immediate assistance. It allows 
UMCOR to preserve the promise that 100% of any donation to a specific UMCOR project 
or missionary will go towards that project and not administrative cost. 

UMCOR equips local churches, annual conferences and nonprofit organizations to 
be in mission with their communities and to respond to those left most vulnerable during 
challenging times. UMCOR responds to U.S. and international disasters, addresses diseas-
es and poverty, assists refugees and immigrants, provides clean water and works to reduce 

hunger. UMCOR doesnôt just 
respond to the emergency for the 
short term. Working with local 
organizations, churches in the 
community and United Method-
ist volunteers, UMCOR builds 
relationships and helps commu-
nities rebuild, in the years fol-
lowing a disaster. 
UMCOR would be unable to do 
this work without your support. 
By covering the operational cost 
on UMCOR Sunday, you equip 
the organization to respond 
when hope and safety is needed 
most. You strengthen the minis-
try and secure our ability for 
UMCOR to share Godôs love 
with communities everywhere. 
Open Doors UMC will join with 
other United Methodist church-
es on March 19 in taking a spe-
cial offering to support 
UMCOR. Please give generous-
ly. We will have special enve-
lopes on hand, or make your 
check out to Open Doors UMC 
and write ñUMCOR Sundayò in 
the memo line. 
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Thrivent MembersðBe Sure to 
Direct CHOICE DOLLARSÈ 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members have 
until March 31, 2023, to direct any remaining 
2022 Choice Dollars. After that date, Choice 
Dollars expire. 
Through the Thrivent ChoiceÈ program, 
eligible members have the power to recom-
mend where Thrivent distributes part of its 
charitable grant funds annually. 

Choice Dollars can be directed to thousands of 
enrolled nonprofit organizations and congrega-
tions, including Open Doors UMC. 

Thank you to those who have already 
directed their Choice Dollars to Open Doors. 

Weôve received $161 so far!  
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       Camp Minnesota offers cutting 
edge summer camp experiences for all ag-
es and interests at three beautiful sites. If 
youôve been to camp, you know the joy, 
peace, and life-giving time apart that 
awaits all campers. 
       Check out all the camp offerings in 
the new Summer 2023 camp catalog, or go 
online at www.campminnesota.org 
 

Early Bird Camp Store Credit: Register by April 30 and receive a $25 camp store credit. 
Bring-a-friend Discount: For each new camper you or your child brings to camp in 

2023, you will receive $25 off the price of your camp. 
Open Doors Camperships: Open Doors UMC has camp scholarship funds available 

for up to $75 per camper. Send a letter to the church requesting campership and why you 
want to go to camp. 

High School Overnight Retreat  
March 19-20 

       Now itôs the high schoolers turn for fun and faith 
on a winter retreat!  
       It will be at the Wilderness Prayer Center, 11383 
560th Avenue, Wells. It will begin at 4:00 pm on Sun-
day, March 19 and be done at 1:00 pm on Monday, 
March 20. Cost: $25 and checks should be made out 

to Wells Assembly. Register with Amy Chandler at The WAY youth group on Wednesdays 
(6:30-8:30 at USC high school) or online at https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/6824705. Amy 
has the permission slips or you can get a copy from the church office. If anyone needs help 
with the cost, there is 
funding available. Con-
tact Amy regarding 
scholarships. Bring: 
snack to share, snow 
gear, Bible, notebook, 
pen, bedding, and toi-
letries. Donations of 
bars or cookies wel-
come. Thereôs a limit 
of 40 people. 

https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/6824705

