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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

       Lately I have been doing a lot of reflecting on the last few 
years. Two years ago I was writing this newsletter and talked 
about how we should wait prayerfully as we go though winter and 
how hard that can be. Today as I write this, there is less snow but 

the same sort of feeling threatens to creep in as I think about the state of the world and how 
long we have been waiting for our lives to go back to normal. There seems to be a few 
steps in the right direction lately but it still seems like it could be a long way off before we 
get back to how we normally live our lives. It’s like looking at the calendar and thinking 
about all those cold days until I can get outside and run again. There are days that the sun 
shows its face and it is warm enough for a short run, but for the most part, it just isn’t a 
great idea. I could technically get out and run in subzero temperatures or against the winds 
of a blizzard, but whether that is a good idea is up for debate.  

This is how it is right now with the pandemic; yes we can open up a bit and do a few 
things as the vaccine starts to get around, but it would be tempting fate - like running into a 
blizzard - to just open up and go back to normal operations like Covid isn’t still there. So 
we will take it slow and do a few things that we can safely, and continue to make sure we 
are doing no harm. We will also continue to watch what is going on with the pandemic, and 
like I had to do this summer when I started to run, only to see some very dark clouds on the 
horizon, go back inside to safety and wait out the storm. What we can’t do is ignore safety 
just because we are too tired of waiting and try to go back to normal, because whether we 
like it or not we are in unusual times. It would be like looking out at a blizzard and just 
putting on your running shoes and going out like it was a summer day.  

What we can do is live as people of hope and prayer. I encourage everyone to join me 
as I pray for God to use this time to heal divisions and to bring a scarred nation back 
together, and not for or by a political group, but by and for God’s purpose. We are to be a 
new creation, that as Paul wrote, who live now in Christ, and Christ alone. We sit now in 
the time of waiting, but let it be a time to turn once again to God and to what he is calling 
us all to do and be, so that when the time comes we can go into the future with Christ and 
Christ alone.  
 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  

The old has gone, the new is here! 

  ~ Pastor   
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Worship Calendar & Schedule 

February 7 begins in-person worship! 
9:00 a.m. in Wells and 10:30 a.m. in Kiester 

Masks must be worn and 6-ft distancing must be followed. 

We still recommend caution, and for those in risk groups to worship from 
home. If at any time you are not feeling well, please stay home.  

Please note the earlier time for the live stream. 

9:00 am Live Streaming on YouTube & Facebook 
 

February 7 ........ Scriptures:  Isaiah 40:21-31; Mark 1:29-39 
 Sermon Title:  “What We Value, We Make Time For”  

February 14 ...... Scriptures:  Exodus 3:1-14; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 19:2-9 
 Sermon Series: “I Am” statements of Jesus, Introduction. 

Title:  “Things Veiled and Things Revealed” 

February 17 ...... Ash Wednesday – Online service only. Tune into Facebook or our 
website for a time of prayer and reflection. It’ll go live at 2:00 pm. 

February 21 ...... JOINT SERVICE at 9:00 am in Wells – Annual Meeting at 10:00 am 
 Scripture:  John 6:22-40 
 Sermon Series: “I Am” statements of Jesus, week 1. 

Title:  “I Am the Bread of Life” 

February 28 ...... John 8:12-20 
 Sermon Series: “I Am” statements of Jesus, week 2. 

Sermon Title :  “I Am the Light of the World” 
 
ONLINE: Live at 9:00 am on Facebook and You Tube.  

  Go to www.opendoorsumc.org and click on the small Facebook or You Tube 
logos in the red menu bar. In YouTube, click on the red subscribe button and 
then the “bell” to be alerted every time we go live. The live video will be saved 
on both Facebook and YouTube for viewing later if you miss the live version. 

www.opendoorsumc.org –  a recording will be posted on our website usually 
by Sunday noon or Monday at the latest.  

Bevcomm Cable TV, Ch. 990: Tuesdays at 11:00 am and 8:00 pm 
  Fridays at 6:00 pm 

Note:  If anyone without computer or cable service would like a DVD recording, they 

are available from the Wells church library. Contact the church office. 
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Lent Starts on February 17 
       Observing Lent prepares us to celebrate Easter more 
fully. We take this time to recall the Easter story and 
absorb its meaning. We can better understand Christ’s 
sacrifice and resurrection when we set aside time for 
meditation, study, and prayer. And when we repent and 
understand Christ’s great sacrifice for us, our lives can be 
renewed and we can experience the full joy of Easter! 

       Ash Wednesday – The Lenten season will begin on 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, with Pastor Chris having an 

online service with prayer, confession, and a reflection on the meaning of Ash Wednesday. 
It will be on Facebook and www.opendoorsumc.org, coming on live at 2:00 p.m. 

Lenten Series – The Sunday Lenten sermon series will be looking at six of the “I Am” 
statements of Jesus. The sermons will follow along with the “The God We Can Know” 
study (see page 6). Contact Pastor Chris if you’d like to join the Wednesday Zoom study. 

Lenten Resources for your faith life – We hope you will be coming through the Drive
-Thru on January 31 to get your Valentine/Lenten bag. There will be more bags at worship 
on February 7 if you don’t get it on the 31st. In the bag is a little prayer booklet, “Come to 
the Light.” It has a verse and prayer for each day of Lent. We hope this daily guide will 
enrich your prayer life and encourage you to pray more. In the bag will also be a Lenten 
devotional & activities booklet for families called “With Your Whole Heart,” and one for 
the youth called “Lent-stagram.” The Upper Room is also a good daily devotional to use 
during the Lenten season. There’s loads of free resources that can be found online as well.  

Lenten Offering – During the Lenten season, February 17–April 4, we will be collecting 
the Lenten offering. As we have in past years, the Lenten Offering goes to support our 
missionaries Ardell & Gordon Graner in Dominican Republic. We have a Covenant Relation-
ship with them, meaning we give $5 per member to support their mission work with Chris-
tian education and solar oven distribution. Our total gift to them this year will be $1,250.  

We may not be able to do what the Graners do, but we can be there with our financial 
gifts. Please give generously with a servant heart. 

If you give online, Lenten Offering is one of fund options you can choose from. Or use 
your special Lenten envelope or mark clearly on your check or envelope.  

February 7 
Or if you come through the Drive Thru 

on January 31, you can drop off your 

donation then. 

On Sunday, February 7, Open Doors youth will be joining 
other youth across the country to make a difference. Join the 
movement that is transforming Super Bowl weekend into the 
nation’s largest celebration of giving and serving. Share in 
God’s love for our neighbors in need and give generously on 
Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday.  

100% of what is collected in Wells and Kiester will go 
to the Wells and Kiester food shelves. 
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(Continued on page 7) 

Annual Meeting  
The date for the Annual Meeting of Open 
Doors UMC is set for Sunday, February 21. 
The Annual Meeting will be in-person and 
live streamed following worship at the 
Wells Campus. We will have a joint wor-
ship service that day for all Kiester and 
Wells members at 9:00 a.m. at the Wells 
Campus. The meeting will start at 10:00 
and also be streamed live to a private 
Facebook group for those who prefer not to 
attend in person. Members who are online 
will be able to interact by posting their 
comments. To join, watch for an invitation 
to join the “Open Doors UMC Family” 
private group or send us a request. 

JUST MARRIED 

Jay Hankerson and Sara Spil 

Wed January 8, 2021 
in Alkmaar, Netherlands. 

The visa process and pandemic make it a 
challenge for them to be together right now, 
but hopefully that will be resolved before long. 

 
Adison Lynn Zimmerli 

Born December 22, 2020 
8 lb. 0oz., 20” 

Daughter of Dan & Lara  
Zimmerli, rural Waldorf and  

granddaughter of Diana & Mike Zimmerli. 
Pat Coy is Adison’s great-grandmother. 

Levi Lee Johanson 
Born January 26, 2021 – 6 lb. 10 oz. 

Son of Thad & Kelsey Johanson, Albert Lea. 
Levi has one older sister, Korah. Jan & 

Glenn Johanson are the proud grandparents. 

Sizeable Gift Received  
Open Doors received a nice letter in the 

mail this week saying that Open Doors 
UMC was receiving a gift in the amount of 
$11,508.70 from Carrie Walder’s daughter 
and son-in-law, Ms. Kathleen Challgren and 
Mr. George Wiederaenders in Carrie’s honor.  

To learn a bit about Carrie, this is taken 
from her obituary:  Carrie Rosella Irene 
Urness Walder, age 92, of Wells, died Aug. 
12, 2009, at Parkview Care Center in Wells.  
Carrie was a member of Grace United 
Methodist Church in Kiester. She taught 
numerous Bible and Sunday School classes. 
She was a member of United Methodist 
Women. Carrie and her husband welcomed 
many foster children in their home. She 
worked at Faribault County Area Hospice 
as a Volunteer and Coordinator, was 
Outstanding Senior Citizen for Faribault 
County, and served as a representative to 
Region Nine Area Agency on Aging. She 
was a life long resident of Faribault County. 

Back in 2013 when we received a 
sizeable gift from the estate of Hazel 

Orange Phase Office Info 
Please call ahead whenever possible to make an 
appointment to meet in-person. Masks required 

whenever two or more people meet. 

Chris Leistra, Pastor 
Working from home: Flexible hours or by appt. 

Cell: 920-765-3665 
E-mail: pastorumc@bevcomm.net 

Sarah Hankerson, Office Manager 
Office hours at church: M-F 10am-5pm (flexible)  

Office: 507-553-5453; Cell: 507-317-4322 
E-mail: opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net 

Sandy Youngblom, Youth & Family Min. 
Working mostly from church M-F (flexible)  
Cell: 507-525-2401; Office: 507-553-5453 

E-mail: photobug0608@yahoo.com 

Jan Johanson, Music Ministries 
Office hours at church: Wednesdays (flexible)  

Home: 507-553-5077 
E-mail: wellsumcmusic@gmail.com 

LaMar Johnson, Custodian, Wells 
Office hours at church: (flexible)  

Cell: 507-420-4588 
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Lenten Studies 
       The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I Am” Sayings of Jesus 
DVD study begins February 24 at 6:30 pm on Zoom. Pastor Chris, 
along with his father, Pastor David Leistra, will be leading this 6-week 
study. Sunday sermons will coordinate with the chapter of the book 
being discussed the following Wednesday. If you’d like to participate 
in the study, contact Pastor Chris at pastorumc@bevcomm.net or 920-
765-3665, and he’ll see that you get a link to the Zoom meeting. If 
you would like a book, either for the study, or just to follow along with 
the sermons, they are $8.00 and you can get from Sarah at church or 
order on your own. 
       The God We Can Know, by Rob Fuquay, is a study designed for 
the entire congregation to explore the “I am” sayings of Jesus found in 

the Gospel of John. Perfect for Lent, this series will help you find and form an answer to 
the most essential question in the Christian faith, “Who do you say I am?” 

One by one, Jesus’s statements grab our imagination, reveal more about his identity 
and purpose, and connect us to the God of Moses, who spoke the first “I am.” These 
significant, yet ordinary images (bread, light, shepherd, vine, and more) give us insightful 
ways to experience Jesus and point us to a God who wants to be known.  

The DVD, filmed on location in the Holy Land, allows you to travel with Rob Fuquay 
and actually see the places where Jesus stood while disclosing his true identity, and in what 
context he spoke each “I Am.”  

 

       Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times, by 
Bishop Michael Curry 
       Each year, the Conference chooses a book for a conference-wide 
Lenten study. This year, it is Bishop Michael Curry’s book “Love is 
the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.” You might have 
been introduced to Bishop Michael Curry at the royal wedding of 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle. His preaching was electrifying, and 
it was all about the power of love to change the world. In each chap-
ter, Bishop Curry—through his practical theology and storytelling 
from his own life experience—answers a question you might be 
asking about love: How do I find God’s love? Do I have to love my 
enemy? Can love really change the world? 

For six weeks we will journey together in this way of love. We will cover two chap-
ters a week, and each week will be introduced with a video from a member of our Appoin-
tive Cabinet that will be posted on the website www.ummesotaumc.org. There will also be 
a small group discussion guide posted for the week. You’re invited to ask a couple of 
friends to read the book with you and to meet virtually once a week to talk about the book 
and how you are putting love into action in your life. 

The videos will be released one per week, beginning February 4. Find out more about 
the book and study at www.minnesotaumc.org. The hardcover book is $18.29 at cokes-
bury.com. If you would be interested in reading and discussing as a group, contact Sarah. 

 

https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2018/05/19/bishop-michael-curry-full-remarks-royal-wedding.cnn
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Sizeable Gift Received  (continued from page 5) 

Online Bible Study – Chasing Vines with Beth Moore 
       Join bestselling author Beth Moore on a six-session online video 
journey to discover the true meaning of a fruitful life. As she traces 
the metaphor through Scripture, Beth uncovers how every part of our 
own lives, even the rockiest, most difficult soil is used by God to 
make a difference for His Kingdom. 
       You can do this study on your own or contact Sandy Youngblom 
to be part of a small group who will get together online via Zoom 
once a week, day & time tbd by the group. Access to the videos are 
free—go to www.christianbook.com, look for the banner under Bible 
Studies, and sign up today! The videos are available Jan. 26-Mar. 16.  
 

Music at Open Doors 
Music is an important part of worship for many of us, and for some, not having the 

chance to share music for the past 11 months has been difficult. Let me offer some options 
for sharing our faith through music in a safe way. 

 For those who sing or play a musical instrument, you could sing or play at any point in 
the service. An instrumental offering as we gather to worship would be much appreci-
ated by everyone. Vocal solos or duets, or instrumental selections, etc. could take the 
place of a hymn or song, or provide a moment of reflection. 

 Bells produce a lovely sound, either accompanying singing or as an offering. We need 
6 people to play a piece of music written for a small group – one person per table and 
everyone wearing masks. 

 The praise team could use some extra help, relieving some of the pressure on those 
who have been providing the leadership in worship since April, 2020. People are 
welcome to become part of the team on a weekly, or occasional basis. Practice is 
Wednesday evenings (5:45) and on Sunday mornings (8:20). 

If any of these options appeal to you, as a weekly activity or a one-time offering, 
please contact Jan Johanson at 553-5077 or wellsumcmusic@gmail.com. 

Schroeder, the church drafted and approved an “Undesignated Gift Policy.” The policy 
states that for gifts over $1,000, 10% will go to the Memorials account for building im-
provements; 20% go to the Memorials account in the “undesignated” fund; and 70% be put 
in the Trust Fund as principal. So, the three funds will be receiving deposits of $1,150.87, 
$2,301.74, and $8,056.09 respectively. 

We thank Kathleen and George very much for this gift! Carrie’s church obviously 
meant a great deal to her and Open Doors is grateful for the this gift that will help to 
sustain the current–and future–ministries and facilities of Open Doors UMC–Kiester and 
Wells Campuses. 

Gifts to the Trust Fund are legacy gifts, leaving a lasting benefit for Open Doors 
UMC and its mission. Contact your estate planner if you would like to give such a gift 
through your will. 
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FEBRUARY NEWS 

“The Event” – February 3, 7:00 pm 
The Event is for students 6-12th grade! The UMC Conference is putting it on, Feb. 3 

starting at 7 p.m. We will get to live stream it at church. Please come about 6:45 so we can 
get all settled in, and get ready for The Event! We will have to wear masks and social 
distance. Boiling Point (a great band), message, and games will be presented during this 
hour! I think it will be a great experience! Hope you all can come. The Event will take the 
place of Youth Group and Confirmation this day. See you all there. If parents want to stay 
so you don't have to come back and get your student, you are more then welcome to join us! 

Ignite Youth Leadership Conference– March 12-13  
We have gone to the Ignite Youth Leadership Conference in Des Moines for many years. 

It is for youth and adult leaders. It is full of worship, amazing speakers, The Skit Guys, 
breakout sessions, etc. It is March 12 and 13. For more info, check out:  https://www.ignite-
youth.org.  The cost is $49, but the Youth Group will pay $10 of that, plus you need money 
for anything you’d like to buy there and two fast food meals. I need responses of who 
would like to go so I can be ready to sign us up, if it works out!! I really want us to be able 
to go, but if it is still too risky because of Covid, we can cancel. If you have any questions, 
you can give me a call 507-525-2401. We usually return around 9 p.m. on Saturday night. 

Jamaica Mission Trip 
My hope is to go on a Jamaica mission trip, late next December 2021/early January 2022, 

and I’d like to know who might be interested in going—youth or adults. We work at several 
different orphanages. It is an amazing experience that can totally change your heart! I am 
not sure if it will happen because of Covid, but at this point I’d like to know if anyone is 
interested. You will have to pay for your way this time, as fundraisers aren’t as easy. Last 
time we went, the total cost per person was about $1300 (plane ticket, housing, food, 
transportation). Also, you would need spending money. We go out and eat authentic 
Jamaican food a few times and there would be a few other things you would need some 
money for. In the past we have said 10th grade and up can go, and 9th grade if your parent 
goes. Just let me know if you are at all interested. Thanks!! We can discuss fundraising, if 
you are interested and want to take it on.  

Malt Shoppe 
I am hopeful we will be able to have our Malt Shoppe, maybe outside. What do you think 

about that? How can we manage it, what kind of band, where could we hold it at? I am 
looking for ideas. My creativity has sure been challenged this year! Let me know your 
thoughts. It is always so much fun! 

Youth Group – Wednesdays, 6:30 pm 
We are Zooming right now, but we will meet in person at church at 6:45 on the 3rd. Let’s 

see how that goes, and then we will decide if we can meet together at church regularly!!! 

Sandy Youngblom 
Youth & Family Ministries 

photobug0608@yahoo.com 
507-525-2401  
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 Mission Kids Family Project  – Sandy Youngblom 

I have missed Mission Kids so much this past year! Our last day was in March, right 
before the shutdown. Yesterday, I had an idea. Right now we can’t get together, but I 
thought this would be a good family project.  

Decorate a jar and have the whole 
family write out Bible verses, happy messag-
es, little drawings, etc., on slips of different 
colored paper, maybe a month’s worth or 
more, and put into the jar. Take the decorated 
jar with notes to someone who may be lonely 
or needs cheering up, to the Shepherds Inn or 
nursing home. Maybe you could bake some 
cookies or draw pictures to go along with 
that. Take a picture and send to me or the 
church! I think this project will bring a lot of 
joy to someone! Can’t wait to see your 
pictures of your jars!!!   

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like 
it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’     – Matthew 22:37-39 

Go out and have fun loving on your neighbor!!! 

Joyful Jars 
Fill a jar with Bible 

verses & happy notes 
and give to someone. 

Sandy Youngblom received 

this thank you letter from 

the US Army last month. It 

was signed by Benjamin 

Schieber, TF Bayonet Senior 

Enlisted Leader, and Charles 

“Chip” Rankin, TF Bayonet 

Commander. This was in 

response to the 25 boxes of 

hygiene items, food, treats, 

Christmas lights, homemade 

cards, stamps, socks, and 

other items that Sandy and 

Open Doors collected and 

sent to the troops in the 

Horn of Africa. 
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(Continued on next page) 

Covid-10 Reopening Status 

Moving the Dial to Orange 
In a January 13th letter to all Minnesota 

United Methodist churches, Bishop David Bard 
reminded us of the need to remain cautious of the 
high rates of Covid, new strains, and over-
burdened hospitals in our state, even though we 
are seeing a downward trend from the November 
spike. He also is very aware that broad statements about the ongoing spread of COVID-19 
do not capture all the local subtleties of a state as large as Minnesota.  

He wrote: “In light of our improving trends and the variety of our contexts, we are 
moving to orange in our Phased Re-Gathering Plan. Because outdoor worship is very 
difficult this time of year, our orange phase has been adjusted to allow in-person worship of 
up to 50 percent of your building capacity, with a maximum of 50 people. We know this is 
more restrictive than what the governor’s StaySafeMN guidance allows, but we are still in a 
risky season of the pandemic and indoor gatherings continue to be problematic. We still 
encourage you to meet virtually because it’s the safest option.”   

At the January 14th meeting of the Open Doors UMC Ad Council, this movement to 
orange on the dial was discussed and agreed to having a slow return to in-person worship. 
Starting in February, we are holding in-person worship at both Wells and Kiester campuses. 
The following revision to the Open Doors Orange Phase was adopted.  

 

Open Doors Covid Plan 
 

We are a people that do no harm. We practice physical distancing to minimize harm to others, 
especially the vulnerable.  

We are a people that do all the good we can.  
We care for the spiritual and physical needs of our neighbors, providing food, emotional support, 
and supporting our health care system. 

We are a people that stay in love with God. When we love God through prayer , praise, and 
worship, we grow in love of our neighbor. Love of God and love of neighbor are inseparable. 

 
ORANGE PHASE 

Worship and Life Events 

 We will be worshiping in one or more of the following formats: 

Indoor: A limit of 50 people are permitted provided that family units are at least 
six feet apart and attendees wear masks (however, building capacity must not 
exceed 50 percent). No food or drinks may be served.  

Online: Will continue to be offered every week regardless of the phase we are in.  

Outside and/or drive-up: Worship services of up to 50 people are permitted 
provided that family units are at least six feet apart and attendees wear masks.  

yellow 

Orange 
Phase 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan
https://staysafe.mn.gov/
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ORANGE PHASE – Open Doors Covid Plan  (Continued from page 12.) 

No food or drinks may be served. Drive-up is when people gather in a parking lot without ever 
leaving their vehicles and with each vehicle must be at least six feet away from others. 

 Weddings and funerals of up to 35 people are permitted with a consultation with the pastor, 
provided that family units are at least six feet apart and attendees wear masks. No food or drinks 
may be served. These gatherings are safest outdoors and should be live streamed whenever possible 
to allow greater participation. 

 Wedding and funeral receptions with food and drinks are limited to two households (10 people 
max) indoors and three households (15 people max) outdoors, per the Office of Gov. Tim Walz. 

Small groups and faith formation: 

 Groups should continue to meet virtually as much as possible, and pastoral care visits should still be 
done by phone or online as much as possible. 

 Small groups of up to 10 people are permitted to gather in-person in large, open areas—preferably 
outdoors—if everyone is wearing a mask, there is a minimum of six feet between each person, and 
the gathering area is thoroughly sanitized after each gathering (with special attention to common 
areas like restrooms). Small groups gathering in a church building should not sing, as singing 
spreads aerosols that carry the virus a substantial distance. 

 High-risk individuals (those over age 60 and/or with underlying health conditions) should continue 
to stay home and be given options to participate in the life of the church through virtual means. 

Staff and Building Operations 

 Church staff should work from home as much as possible. Every person who must be in the office 
should wear a mask at all times and engage in frequent hand-washing; staff should stagger sched-
ules as much as possible so that multiple people are not in the office at the same time for long 
periods. 

 The custodian will disinfect all surfaces that might have been touched by the public after the service 
as soon as is reasonable. 

 The church offices will be open by appointment only until we move to the Yellow Phase. 

 
For related material and the Conference Re-Gathering Plan for Churches, go to   
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/covid-19 

 
Offering Envelopes 

If you are a user of offering envelopes, we have your 2021 box ready for you! They 
will be available to pick up at church or we will try to get them to you. Give Sarah a call at 
507-553-5453 or 507-317-4322 to make arrangements to pick them up.  
 

Automatic Withdrawals 
Not attending church right now? To avoid getting behind on your giving, consider 

signing up for automatic withdrawals – and save the postage! This can be done without a 
computer, just contact Sarah Hankerson in the office to find out how. Or, go to our website, 
www.opendoorsumc.org, and give online. You can set up a recurring gift if you like and 
not have to think about it again until you’d like to make a change. (One tip, your giving 
will go further if you choose to pay with a transfer from your checking account rather than 
charging to a credit or debit card. The church’s fees are higher for card transactions rather 
than bank transfers.) 



14 

 

(Continued on next page.) 

Church Leadership Meeting Minutes 
The minutes of the church leadership meetings are published in the OneWay. They will be 

subject to approval at the next month’s meeting. Meeting packets of Open Doors UMC are located 
on the literature table (W&K) and are available for taking.  

Ministry Council Minutes – January 11, 2021, 6:30 pm 
Members present:  Pastor Chris, Karen Stenzel, Audrey Henkel, Sandy Youngblom, Sherry Asmus, Sarah 

Hankerson.  
Location: Zoom video. 
Devotions: Karen opened with some food for  thought about having a vision, appropr iate for  the new 

year. We are to pray over our ideas and projects for 2021. 
Minutes: M2P Sandy/Sher ry to approve the minutes of December  7, 2020, as pr inted. 
Evaluate:  Christmas worship – With the blizzard on Dec. 23, it was fortunate that we pre-recorded the 

Christmas Eve service early. Pastor thought it all went well. Would have been nice to have video greetings 
from more people, but it was a nice start. The “Thankful Tree” was well adorned with paper ornaments 
people had returned. Regarding the Conference “canned” worship on Dec. 27, many people were confused 
about it, wondering where our service was. If we do something like this again, we should add an intro with 
the local pastor explaining what is coming up.  

Covid Update: The Conference is meeting tomorrow. Fred suggests we may be moving to orange or  
even yellow. Pastor would like to wait to end of January or early February to slowly open and continue to 
ask people in risk groups to stay home. Will discuss more at Ad Council this week. 

Growing in Love with God and Neighbor 
Lent: Once we find out what Conference says about our  phase, we will know more what our  Lenten 

season will look like. Ash Wednesday is February 17, will have to figure out how to do that. Lenten Study: 
Pastor is looking at a few different studies, hasn’t decided yet. Might combine with his dad’s church again 
for a Zoom study. Lent Offering: All agreed to designate it to Ardell Graner to cover our covenant 
agreement. 

Caring Ministries: Karen got $250 from Thr ivent for  freezer  meals to use now after  the holidays. The 
February 7th Drive Thru was discussed. There’ll be a Valentine’s goody bag for everyone coming to the 
drive thru, communion handed out, and subs to pick up for those who order one from the youth sub sale. 
Also the Souper Bowl of Caring offering for food shelves can be dropped off. 

Reaching New People 
Growing in Love with God 

and Neighbor Healing a Broken World 

Ministries of: 
Hospitality 
Community Presence 

Ministries of: 
 Music and Worship Disciple-

ship and Spiritual Growth 
 Caring Ministries 

Ministries of: 
Outreach 
Social Concerns  
Missions Near & Far 

Chairperson: Karen Stenzel 
Lay Leader: ________________ 
Lay Member to Annual Conference:  Sherry Asmus 
UMW: JoEtta Doolittle (Wells), Wendy Nickel (Kiester) 
Team: Deb Lackey, Diane Viesselman, Audrey Henkel 
Staff: Pastor–Chris Leistra, Office Mgr.–Sarah Hankerson, Youth & Family–Sandy Youngblom, 

Music Dir.–Jan Johanson 
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Meeting Minutes (continued from page 18) 

Phone calls – Keep up the calling, everyone! 
Children & Youth: Sandy will be star ting up Youth Group this Wednesday on Zoom. She is planning a 

“Spa Day” for girls in grades 5-12 where she will put together bags of spa gifts and place at their doors. 
Wondering what to do for the boys in place of an ice fishing day. The sledding party is on hold til we get 
more snow. It will probably be a spur of the moment thing. Will plan to go ahead with the Super Sub Sale 
on February 7. 
Confirmation: Is meeting at 5:30 (new time) on Zoom. There are some issues with basketball 
practice, so have to keep working on the schedule. 4:30 doesn’t work at all because of practices. 

Healing a Broken World 
Advent Offering: $675 is being split between Five Sister s Project and Inter faith Caregivers.  
Winter Mission: Independent projects – see the list in the January OneWay. The mini red food pantry has 

been fixed by Roberts. It had blown over in a bad wind and gotten damaged. The Reach in Mankato will 
take the ponchos we made at Serve Day and also mittens and scarves. Sandy has been making pillowcases 
as her personal mission. She said they’re fun to make. If you know of any kids who are struggling, a 
pillowcase would be a great gift for them. Everyone is encouraged to do some sort of mission. 

Reaching New People 
Community Presence: USC will be renting the main floor  of the Wells church for  pre-school screening 

on February 10-11.  
OTHER: 
Annual Meeting: Will talk about at Ad Council and set a date. Area repor ts are due January 22. 
Adjourned at 7:22 pm. 
Next meeting: Monday, February 8, 2021, 6:30 pm – via Zoom.   Recorded by Sarah Hankerson 
 

Administrative Council – January 14, 2021, 7:15 pm 
Present (on Zoom): Don Nickel, Sherry Asmus, Pastor Chris Leistra, Deb Johnson, Pat Druckenmiller, Steve 

Burns, Sarah Hankerson.  
Chairman Steve Burns called the meeting to order and read devotions.  
Minutes: M2P Don/Chris to approve the minutes of December 10, 2020, as printed.  
Covid-19 Update: Conference has moved us to the Orange Phase and tweaked the plan to allow up to 

50 inside. Pastor would like to do a slow, limited opening – wait until the first week of February and ask 
the people in at-risk groups to worship from home yet. We will go back to having two services, 9:00 & 
10:30, in Wells and Kiester. Sarah asked about having funerals, as the Conference plan allows them. Pastor 
recommended allowing up to 35 people and that families should have a consultation with the pastor to 
discuss rules. M2P Pr. Chris/Pat D to allow funerals with up to 35 people and a consultation with the 
pastor. 

Trust Fund: The December /End-of-Year report was presented. Good growth in 2020. $103,453.84 is 
available for distribution upon approval.  

Finances: Appor tionments for  2020 have been paid in full. There is a second round PPP loan available. 
According to preliminary figures that Sarah presented, the 4th quarter receipts of 2020 were more than 25% 
lower than the same quarter in 2019, which would qualify us for the forgivable loan. Sherry will look into 
what’s required for filling out the application. 

Trustees: Sarah has received complete pr ice quotes on two versions of back door replacements. Will table 
until next month when pictures can be shown and Trustees can have input. 

SPPRC: Don repor ted no new business.  
Leadership: M2P Sarah/Sher ry to accept Kent Viesselman as a member  of the Trust Fund Committee.  
Other: Annual Meeting – Discussed possible date in February. Pastor suggested 2/21 after church, in the 

Wells sanctuary. Will look into a way to stream it for a private viewing. M2P Pr. Chris/Pat D. to have the 
Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 21, 2021. Ministry area reports are due to the office by January 22. 

Next meeting: Will be the Annual Meeting on Feb. 21, 2021, after  church in Wells. 
Zoom ended 7:50 p.m.  Recorded by Sarah Hankerson. 
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