
 
 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 
 

All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission 
and ministry and united in their efforts to grow in love of God and 
neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out 
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which 
serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state. 
 
 
 

 Reach! event will equip you to make disciples: Oct. 5-6, 2018, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. If you have ever wrestled with how to 
make disciples or are curious about reliable, tested methods to 
reach new people in your community, a first-of-its-kind Reach! 
conference coming to the Dakotas-Minnesota Area is for 
YOU! The event costs just $35 if you register before June 15 and 
features: five keynote speakers from across the nation, nine 
breakout sessions (with follow-up tracks) led by innovative 
leaders, and four excellent pre-conference workshops. Come 
learn and become equipped to be ‘Great Commission’ people in 
your community and culture. Bring a team from your church! Learn 
more and register: https://reachumc.org.  

 

 ELI Project welcomes interns: Four college students exploring a 
call to vocational ministry will spend two months this summer 
participating in the Exploring Leadership Internship (ELI) Project. 
Each student intern will be assigned to a host church, paired with 
a clergy mentor, and given an opportunity to lead and try out 
ministry firsthand. Please pray for these interns as they learn and 
discern, and consider applying next year to host an intern at your 
church for the summer! 

 

 Resource Center for Churches is here to help: Which topics is 
your church or small group discussing or interested in learning 
about? The Resource Center for Churches (RCC) can help! 
Gathering the wisdom of various member judicatories, the RCC 
recommends and shares excellent and carefully curated web, 
video, print, curriculum, and other resources for all areas of church 
life. All Minnesota United Methodist churches have access to the 
RCC, funded through apportionment dollars; its staff are there to 
listen, find resources that meet the specific goals of individual 
congregations, lend resources from the RCC library, and suggest 
creative ways to use various tools. Learn more: https://rcc-mn.org. 

 
 
 
BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 

 Little Prairie UMC youth offer blessings: Throughout January 
and February, Little Prairie UMC’s youth group studied 
discipleship and what it means to be the hands and feet of Jesus. 
Each Wednesday, students read the words of Jesus and explored 
the idea that “when you do it unto the least of these, you do it unto 
me.” As a result, they wanted to do a hands-on mission project so 
they raised more than $500 from the congregation and the 
communities of Northfield and Faribault. Then in March, they had 
an overnight experience where they went without food for 12 
hours, assembled 147 “blessing bags,” slept in cardboard 
shelters, and took a trip to Simpson Shelter in Minneapolis to 
donate the bags and make 100 bag lunches for Simpson guests. 

 Iglesia Pedra Viva reaches new people: This multi-cultural 
church plant in South Minneapolis, which started weekly worship 
last fall, had nine professions of faith in March—one youth and 
eight adults! Additionally, two adults professed faith in Jesus 
Christ at the church’s Easter service on April 1. Thanks be to God! 

 
 

STAY CONNECTED! 

“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the 

conference on Twitter and Instagram (@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up 

(at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information 

about any of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.  


