
 
 
CONFERENCE CONNECTIONS 
 

All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission 
and ministry and united in their efforts to grow in love of God and 
neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check out 
these news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which 
serves all 360 United Methodist churches in the state. 
 
 
 

 What story are we telling the world through social media?: 
Rev. Cindy Gregorson, director of ministries for the Minnesota 
Conference, recently pondered what our social media posts might 
be communicating to unchurched people. “If our smartphones are 
indeed megaphones and our social media feed is the story we are 
telling the world, that gives me pause,” she said. “What is the story 
I am putting out there, and what conclusions might people be 
drawing from it? Is this post really reflecting what I want the world 
to know about Jesus and the church?” One of the things we might 
need to do differently if we want new people to give us a chance, 
she says, is to consider the impact of our words. “Jesus said ‘by 
their fruits you will recognize them’ (Matthew 7:16),” she said. 
“Today, I wonder if it is not ‘by their digital footprint you shall know 
them.’ What an opportunity. What a responsibility.” 

 

 New Koronis Tabernacle: Give s’more for camp: After more 
than nine decades of being a place where thousands of youth and 
adults committed their lives to Christ and facing significant 
structural concerns, the beloved Tabernacle at Koronis Ministries 
in Paynesville was razed in spring 2015—and a capital campaign 
for a new Tabernacle began. Plans have come together at this 
United Methodist camp for a new year-round, multi-level, multi-use 
worship and meeting center with capacity for more than 300. 

Koronis is on the verge of building its new Tabernacle, but your 
help is needed to bring it to fruition! $1.6 million has been 
promised toward this $2 million project, and $400,000 more is 
needed. Learn more and donate: 
https://www.koronisministries.org/givesmoreforcamp 

 

 National UMC Creation Care Summit comes to St. Paul: United 
Methodists across the country who are concerned about 
environmental justice, sustainable food, transportation options, 
energy systems, climate change, and environmental degradation 
will come together July 26-29 at Hamline University in St. Paul. 
The 2018 Summit will reflect on the unique gifts and calling of The 
United Methodist Church and explore ways to facilitate greater 
ministry effectiveness and collaboration. Learn more and register: 
https://tinyurl.com/creationcareMN 

 
 
BRIGHT SPOT IN OUR MIDST 
 

 Christ UMC in Rochester to meet needs through childcare 
center, hospitality house: When Christ UMC in Rochester went 
through the Missional Church Consultation Initiative (a 
revitalization process available through the Minnesota 
Conference), one of its prescriptions was to find a downtown 
ministry focus in which it could collaborate to meet the needs of its 
community. Three years later, the congregation is poised to 
significantly extend its reach and welcome those within and 
beyond its community through two new initiatives—a childcare 
center that will give scholarships to low-income families and a 
hospitality house that offers a place to stay for out-of-town visitors 
receiving care at the Mayo Clinic. “Rochester is our parish,” said 
Rev. Elizabeth Macaulay. “We see this as a way to live out what 
we’re called to offer—a nurturing place.”pon 

 
 

STAY CONNECTED! 

“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the 

conference on Twitter and Instagram (@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up 

(at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more information 

about any of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.  


