
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The Season of Expectancy 

(* indicates when to stand. You may remain seated if standing creates a problem for you.) 

CENTERING WORDS – Christmas is near at hand. But do we truly believe Christ is coming soon?  

Do we yearn for the day when faithful love and truth shall meet, when righteousness and peace 

shall kiss? Will we prepare our hearts to receive the coming miracle? It is time to get ready. 

(Psalm 85, 2 Peter, Mark 1) 

– Entrance – 
 Gathering and Centering Music  

 Welcome  (Please remember to pass the Friendship Folders!) 

* Greeting:    

One: It is good.  

All: It is good. 

One: To be in the house of the Lord.  

All: To be in the house of the Lord. 

One: One more time.  

All: One more time. 

* Passing the Peace of Christ  

As we have gathered in the house of the Lord, one more time, let us greet one another 

sharing the peace of Christ. 

 Opening Song “Gather Us In” #2236 

 Prayer for Illumination (unison) (to the tune of #2273) 

Spirit, speak the Word. 

     Spirit, speak the Word. 

          Spirit, speak the Word. 

               Speak the word to us.  Amen. 

 – Word and Response – 

 Scripture Lesson  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 Pew Bible O.T. 522K 

 Lighting the Advent Wreath  

  Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” # 211 (stanza 5) 

All [sung]: “O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home. The 

captives from their prison free, and conquer death’s deep misery.” 

Reader: God of Love, you created the universe and all that is in it.  You created all things 

and called them good. 

Reader: God of Love, you wove into life a beautiful diversity from your infinite palette of 

creativity.  All the creatures that walk or swim, crawl or fly sing praises to you. 

All: We, God’s people, affirm the creation of all things in love, saying with the 

psalmist: “God’s salvation is very close to those who honor [God] so that 

[God’s] glory can live in our land. Faithful love and truth have met; 

righteousness and peace have kissed.” (Psalm 85:9-10, CEB) 
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Reader: On this second Sunday of Advent, we light this candle to remind us that the 

God of Creation calls us home to love all that we meet. 

Light two candles 

All [sung]: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 

 Prayers of the People 

 Scripture Lesson   Isaiah 40:1-11 O.T. 631 

 * Mark 1:1-8  N.T. 32 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon “Home is Where We Meet” Rev. Paul Woolverton 

– Thanksgiving – 
Invitation to the Offering 

Offering our Gifts for Ministry 

 Offertory Music  (as we present our gifts for ministry)  

 Prayer of Thanksgiving     

You have sheltered us in your flock, O God.  You have gathered us in your arms and 

lifted us into your lap.  May the gifts we offer you this day, reflect in some small 

measure, the immense gratitude we feel for the generosity of your love. In Jesus’ name 

we pray; Our Father, . . .  

 The Lord’s Prayer (unison)  # 895 

– Sending – 
* Benediction    

One: Go forth from this place with eyes to see, with ears to hear, with hearts open to 

embrace each one we meet:  In the name of our God who is swift to mercy, relentless 

in justice, and perfect in peace. 

 All:  Amen! 

All [sung]: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 

* Closing Song “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” # 196 

* Postlude – The Church Scatters for Ministry . . . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Welcome to Open Doors United Methodist Church as we worship in the name of the One 

who was, who is and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Please take a moment to greet 

those near you. Everyone is invited for coffee, both before and after the 9:00 worship service at 

Wells and before the 10:30 am service at Kiester. 

Keep in your prayers this week:  Lois Roberts; the family of Gunnar Frey; Arbutus Miller’s son-

in-law, Jack Carlson; Asher Hagen; all those dealing with life and health issues; our service men 

and women and their families. 

Announcements 

Christmas Pot-Luck – Everyone is invited to join the Awesome Adults and Wells United Methodist 

Women for a Christmas pot-luck on Thursday, Dec. 14, at 12 noon. Following lunch, UMW will put 

on a little program.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Poinsettias – We would welcome poinsettias—any color—to decorate our sanctuary during this 

Advent season. If you plan to have a plant brought to the church, please arrange for delivery 

anytime during Advent. Let the church office know by December 18 if you are sharing a plant 

and of any memorial or honoring designation so that it can be printed in the bulletin. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Gunnar Frey passed away at his home in Minneapolis on Wednesday, November 29. A 
memorial service will be held at Open Doors UMC in Wells on Monday, December 18, at 11:00 
am. Visitation will be Sunday, December 17, from 4-7 pm at Bruss-Heitner Funeral Home, and 
one hour before the service at the church.   

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Pledges – If you have not turned in your 2018 financial commitment card, please do so today. 
You may put them in the offering plate. Extra forms are available. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Mission Kids will meet this Tuesday, December 12, after school at Open Doors UMC-Wells. 

We’ll have snack first and then go to The Shepherd’s Inn to decorate cookies with the residents 

and entertain them with some music. Parents can pick their children up at 4:45 at Shepherd’s, or 

if later than that, at the church. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Need help to remove pews & carpet! The Trustees are requesting help from as many people 

as are able on January 2 & 3 to: – Unbolt and remove the old pews 

 – Remove and carry out the old carpet 

   We will schedule work shifts throughout the day and evening on January 2 & 3 in order to get 

the work done as quickly as possible. Work sign-up sheets will be passed around this morning, 

or call the church office to volunteer. Those who are getting pews, we’d like them removed 

during that time if at all possible. 

   We anticipate the new modular pews will arrive the week of January 15 and then we will need 

4-5 people to assist the installers with placing the new seating. 

   Sunday worship will not be interrupted during this time. We will set up folding chairs. 

While we are blessed with a generous gift covering the cost of the new seating, the new carpet 

and new paint on the walls will need to be covered by the church. Any gifts – they can be 

memorials, in honor of a loved one, or plain donation – would be greatly appreciated! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Advent season is here! We have several things going on to help prepare your hearts and 
minds, and spread your love, in the anticipation of the coming of Jesus’ birth. 

– Adopted Families: Give a gift of love to a family in need this Christmas! The church has been 
in touch with three families who are in tough situations and could really use a helping hand 
this year. There are tags on the Giving Trees with gift suggestions for the children and gas & 
grocery gift cards for the families. Please take a tag, purchase the gift and bring, unwrapped, 
to Sandy’s office.  

– The Giving Tree/Mitten Tree is in the entryways of both campuses, waiting to be adorned 
with your gifts of hats, mittens & scarves for those less fortunate. There will also be envelopes 
on it for you to choose from for gifts to church ministries & missions, apportionments and 
carpeting. Adopted family gift suggestion tags are also hanging on the trees. 

– Advent Offering: The special offering we collect during the 4 weeks of Advent will be going 
to UMCOR–US Disaster Response, to help in the ongoing clean-up and recovery following the 
devastating hurricanes and floods in the US this fall. Use the special Advent Offering 
envelopes in the pew pockets or your envelope box. 

– Advent Study: The Gospel of It's a Wonderful Life Bible Study follows the story of George 

Bailey on DVD as you study the biblical principles of Goodness, Godliness, Prayers, and 

Miracles. Kiester: Sundays at 9:15 am thru December 17. Wells: Wednesdays at 5:45 pm thru 

Dec. 20.  Join in any time. 
– Men’s Advent Breakfast: All area men are invited for 7:00 a.m. breakfast and devotions on 

the upcoming Tuesdays at the following churches:  Dec. 12–Our Savior’s Lutheran, Kiester; 
Dec. 19–United Lutheran in Walters. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Thank you to all who helped make the Cookie Fair at our Kiester campus a success...those who 

baked, helped set up and take down, and those who attended.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Support Open Doors while you do your online Christmas shopping through umcmarket.org! 

There are 1,000s of participating retailers, all donating a percentage of your purchase to our 

church. (You must designate Wells United Methodist Church.) No cost to you!  Shop-Save-

Support! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Father/Daughter Dance – Habitat for Humanity will be holding the 4th Annual Father/ 

Daughter Dance for all ages on Saturday, January 27 at 5:00 pm at the Frost Viking Community 

Center. The funds raised are used to build affordable housing in Faribault/Martin counties. Ticket 

prices are $50/couple; $10 each additional daughter. Sponsorships are available at the gold 

($500, get tickets for 4 couples), silver ($201-$499/2 couples), and bronze ($50-199) levels. 

Please contact the Habitat office at 507-526-2500 to order your tickets and/or get your 

business/name on the advertised list of sponsors.  



• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Children’s Memorial Service – Join other families for a candle lighting memorial service to 

honor and celebrate the lives of children who died during pregnancy, childhood or adulthood. 

The service will be tonight, Sunday, December 10, at 6:30 pm followed by light refreshments. 

Held at Hilltop United Methodist Church, 108 S. Manitou Drive, Mankato. Sponsored by May 

Clinic Health System Hospice. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Blue Christmas Service – a service of hope and remembering for those who find it difficult to 

be joyful this year – will be Wed., December 20, 5:30 pm at Grace Lutheran Church, 918 Garfield 

Ave, Albert Lea. Life changes such as grief, unemployment, divorce, or financial difficulties can 

make it difficult to be joyful at Christmas. All are welcome at this special and intimate worship 

service. A light dinner will be served following the service. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

UHD Hospice invites you to Light Up A Life. Remember your Loved One and support Hospice 

by purchasing a bulb for the local Hospice Memorial Tree. Donation forms are available at each 

church. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

 

Dakota 38 + 2 

The annual memorial ride for the Dakota 38+2 begins Dec. 10 at the Lower Brule Rodeo 

Grounds in South Dakota, and finishes at the Land of Memories Park-Reconciliation Park, 

Mankato, MN – a TOTAL of 325 miles. (arrival – 10:00 am). 

My friend who helps coordinate volunteers and various aspects involved to welcome and host 

the riders when they arrive in Mankato called me and asked if people in our church might be 

willing to bake cookies or make cakes.  The cakes are used at the end of the meal the afternoon 

of the 26th; the cookies are put in zip lock bags and sent with the riders as a treat for their ride 

back home. 

My friend is a member at New Creation Church in N. Mankato, who is hosting the riders for 

their memorial event. She will be coming to Wells on Dec. 21 at 9am to pick up any of the baked 

items we would have to offer. If you need to contact her with any questions or details, she can 

be reached at 507-317-5453. 

Thank you for any baked goods that can be brought together for this important 

reconciliation event.   

Anyone wishing to learn more about Dakota 38+2 and the historical story about it can see a 

well put together YouTube video at the following link:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pX6FBSUyQI 

If you’d like to check out their Facebook page, it is: Dakota 38 + 2 Memorial Ride 

Supporters. A link to the map of their route, can be found under the Discussion tab. You can 

even follow their journey each day as they ride, the map will show their progress. 

Thank you so much – 

Pastor Paul 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pX6FBSUyQI


THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Today, Sunday, December 10 
W 9:00 am Worship – Christmas Program  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
K 9:15 am Advent Study It’s a Wonderful Life  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  

Monday, December 11 
W 4:00 pm Community Chimes practice 

Tuesday, December 12 
K 7:00 am Men’s Advent Breakfast at Our 

Savior’s Lutheran Church, Kiester 
W  2:00-5:30 Diaper Mission Work Day at Clothes 

Closet 
 3:15 pm Mission Kids go to Shepherd’s Inn 
 6:30 pm Sounds of Praise practice 

Wednesday, December 13 
W  9:00 am Staff meeting 
 10:30 am Worship at Parkview 
 3:15 pm Pioneer Clubs 
 5:00-6:00 Supper 
 5:45 pm Advent Study It’s a Wonderful Life 
 6:15 pm Thrive Youth Group 

7:00 pm Adult Choir practice 
Thursday, December 14 
W 12:00 pm UMW/Awesome Adults Christmas 

Potluck 
Friday, December 15 
Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday, December 17 
W 9:00 am Worship  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
K 9:15 am Advent Study It’s a Wonderful Life  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  
4-7 pm Visitation for Gunnar Frey at Bruss-

Heitner Funeral Home, Wells 
 

Cable Schedule of Wells’ Sunday Service:   

Monday:  11:00 am & 6:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7);  
Tuesday:  8:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7)     

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Wells  

Pastor ......................................... Rev. Paul Woolverton 
Scripture Reader ................................. Kent Viesselman 
Advent Readers ............... John & Kim Meyer Family 
Organist ........................................................ Jan Johanson 
Acolytes .......... Neveah Roberts, Brennan Anderson 
Cross Bearer .............................................. Kylie Fordham 
A/V......................... Kaylynn Healey, Sarah Hankerson  
Projection ..................................................... Kevin Stenzel 
Ushers ......................................... Dave & Shari Petersen 
Greeters .............................. Mary Jacobsen, Bob Clark, 

Deb Lackey, Mickey Ellsworth 
Nursery ........................................ Hayley & Faith Wedin 
Driver for December ...................... Dean Youngblom 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Kiester 

Pastor ......................................... Rev. Paul Woolverton 
Scripture Reader ....................................... Linda Willaby 
Greeter/Usher .............................. Dan & Linda Willaby 
Coffee Servers ............................. Dan & Linda Willaby 

 
Birthdays This Week:  
December 10 ....... Brian Wesley 
December 11 ....... Karissa Bathke, Larry Johnson 
December 12 ....... Evelyn Olson 
December 13 ....... John Meyer 
December 14 ....... Steve Burns, Cari Stenzel 
December 15 ....... Florence Frederickson 
December 16 ....... Carole Schreiber 
December 17 ....... Jennifer Wedin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve Worship Schedule: 
9:00 am joint worship at Wells–cantata & children time 
5:30 pm at Kiester with Communion & Candlelight 
7:30 pm at Wells with Communion & Candlelight 

 

Wednesday Supper Menu 
December 13                               
   Chicken-Bacon-Ranch Penne  
   Casserole, Buttered Bread, Pizza,  
   Dessert 
Everyone is invited. Cost is free,  
but donations would not be discouraged.  


