
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The Season of Expectancy 

(* indicates when to stand. You may remain seated if standing creates a problem for you.) 

CENTERING WORDS – Be with us, Holy One, and reveal to us your glorious presence. For we  

hear your call to be more than we have become, and we long to be inspired anew in your service. 

(Exodus 33, Psalm 99, 1 Thessalonians 1). 

– Entrance – 

 Gathering and Centering Music  

 Welcome  (Please remember to pass the Friendship Folders!) 

* Greeting:   (Psalm 122:1 NRSV) 

One: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’”  

All: Welcome, preacher! Welcome, people! Welcome home! 

 Let us worship joyfully in God’s home. Amen. 

* Passing the Peace of Christ (1 Corinthians 1) 

Confirm the Good News in one another by sharing signs of grace and peace. 

 Opening Song “Welcome” on screen 

 Prayer for Illumination (unison) 

Tear open the heavens, O God. Open our hearts. Let your Word fall on our ears, and 

enter our hearts for renewal and rebirth.  Amen. 

– Word and Response – 

 Scripture Lesson   Isaiah 64:1-9 O.T. 694W, 655K 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 Lighting the Advent Wreath 

  Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” # 211 (stanza 1) 

All [sung]: “O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in 

lonely exile hear until the Son of God appear.” 

Reader: God of justice and peace, healing and comfort, we see all that is wrong and 

wonder where you are. 

Reader: We are a broken people, unable to work together for our common good. We 

cannot see or hear each other even within our own families and 

communities. 

Reader: We are a suffering world, our nations are filled with conflict and violence. The 

fragile earth cries out with longing for redemption. 

All: We, God’s people, long for God’s presence, saying with the prophet: “If 

only you would tear open the heavens and come down!” (Isaiah 64:1, CEB) 

Reader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle to remind us of our 

longing that God will come into the world, bringing justice and peace, 

comfort and healing. 

Light a candle 
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All [sung]: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 

 Prayers of the People 

 Sermon “Advent as Realignment” Rev. Paul Woolverton 

– Thanksgiving and Communion – 

 Offertory Music  (as we present our gifts for sacrament and ministry)  

Offering our Gifts for Ministry 

 The Great Thanksgiving for Advent pg. 13 

 The Lord’s Prayer (unison)  # 895 

 Receiving the Gifts of Bread and Cup 
You are invited to come forward to receive this gift of God’s love in Christ as instructed by the pastor. Everyone is 

welcome to the Lord’s table in the United Methodist Church, as Christ’s act of love is offered to all. After you have 

communed, please return to your seats by the side aisles. If coming forward is difficult for you, signal the communion 

servers who come to the back of the sanctuary – they will be happy to bring communion to you. Thank you. 

 Thanksgiving after Communion (unison) 

Thank you, God, for coming to be among us in this holy mystery, flesh and blood in our 

flesh and blood. Send us by your Spirit to hear the cries of others who long for your 

coming, and join them in your work that makes all things new; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen. 

– Sending – 
* Benediction    

 One: Go in peace, love, and power in the name of our God who tears open the heavens.   

 All:  Amen! 

All [sung]: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.” 

* Closing Song “Soon and Very Soon” # 706 

Note: Sunday School teachers and children may depart during this hymn. (W) 

* Postlude – The Church Scatters for Ministry . . . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A blessed Advent to all! Welcome to worship as we prepare for Jesus’ birth and second 

coming. Please take a moment to greet those near you. Everyone is invited for coffee, both before 

and after the 9:00 worship service at Wells and before the 10:30 am service at Kiester. 

Keep in your prayers this week:  Lois Roberts; the family of Gunnar Frey; Asher Hagen; all 

those dealing with life and health issues; our service men and women and their families. 

Hearing Assist Devices (W) are available for anyone who would like to use them during the 

worship service. Ask an usher to assist you if you need. When you are finished with them, leave 

them sit on your chair or pew and we will sanitize them to be ready for the next user.  

The nursery (W) will welcome children from birth to age 4 during worship on Sunday mornings. 

Children may be signed in before church or if they become fussy during worship they may be 

dropped off anytime during the hour. The nursery is on the south side of the entryway. The 

attendants today are Amber Cords and Kori Elmer—thank you! 

Announcements 

Help Decorate the Church for Christmas today, Dec. 3 – Plan to stay after worship today 
(Wells), the first Sunday of Advent, to help decorate our church home for the season. Many 
hands make the work go quickly.   

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
“Congregational Love Fund” Collection – There are jars set out in the back of the sanctuary 
and entryway for donations to the “Congregational Love Fund” (discretionary). These funds help 
those with need in our church and in our community. This fund also covers the expense of the 
Christmas Love Baskets for our members who have had a difficult year. You can show Jesus’ love 
by helping others out through the “Congregational Love Fund.” Please give from your heart.  

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Advent season is here! We have several things going on to help prepare your hearts and minds 
in the anticipation of the coming of Jesus’ birth. 

– Advent Study: The Gospel of It's a Wonderful Life Bible Study follows the story of George Bailey 

on DVD as you study the biblical principles of Goodness, Godliness, Prayers, and Miracles. 

Kiester: Sundays at 9:15 am thru December 17. Wells: Wednesdays at 5:45 pm thru Dec. 20.  

Join in any time. 
– Men’s Advent Breakfast: All area men are invited for 7:00 a.m. breakfast and devotions on the 

upcoming three Tuesdays at the following churches:  Dec. 5–Open Doors UMC, Kiester; Dec. 
12–Our Savior’s Lutheran, Kiester; Dec. 19–United Lutheran in Walters. 

– Advent Offering: The special offering we collect during the 4 weeks of Advent will be going to 
UMCOR–US Disaster Response, to help in the ongoing clean-up and recovery following the 
devastating hurricanes and floods in the US this fall. 

– The Giving Tree/Mitten Tree will be in both entryways, waiting to be adorned with your gifts 
of hats, mittens & scarves for those less fortunate. There will also be envelopes on it for you to 
choose from for gifts to church ministries & missions. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Gunnar Frey passed away at his home in Minneapolis on Wednesday, November 29. A 
memorial service will be held at Open Doors UMC in Wells on Monday, December 18, at 11:00 
am. Visitation will be Sunday, December 17, from 4-7 pm at Bruss-Heitner, and one hour before 
the service at the church.   

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Pledges – If you have not turned in your 2017 financial commitment card, please do so today. 
You may put them in the offering plate or Joash Chest (W). Extra forms are available. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Reserve a pew! Right after New Year’s we will be removing the pews in the Wells sanctuary to 

make ready for the new carpet and modular pews. If you would like to reserve one of the old 

pews for yourself, contact Sarah in the church office. We are not charging anything for them. In 

the spirit of thanksgiving, a donation would be appreciated, which would go toward the expense 

of the carpeting and painting. Reserve your pew now! 

Need help! The Trustees are requesting help from as many people as are able on January 2 & 3 

to: – Unbolt and remove the old pews 

– Remove and carry out the old carpet 

We anticipate the new modular pews will arrive the week of January 15 and then we will need 4-

5 people to assist the installers with placing the new seating. 

Contact the church office at 553-5453 to put your name on the call list and we will call you when 

we have an exact day and time. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Poinsettias – We would welcome poinsettias—any color—to decorate our sanctuary during this 

Advent season. If you plan to have a plant brought to the church, please arrange for delivery 

anytime during Advent. Let the church office know by December 18 if you are sharing a plant 

and of any memorial or honoring designation so that it can be printed in the bulletin. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

You’re invited to an Open House celebrating Mary Nelson’s 100th birthday on December 9, 

2017, from 2-4 pm at The Shepherd’s Inn, 46 1st Ave SW, Wells. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

UMW-Kiester will gather together this Thursday, Dec. 7, at 11:30 am for a Christmas party at 

Kee Kafe. Lunch will be Dutch treat, bring your gift for the Secret Pal exchange. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Christmas Pot-Luck – Everyone is invited to join the Awesome Adults and Wells United Methodist 

Women for a Christmas pot-luck on Thursday, Dec. 14, at 12 noon. Following lunch, Alvin & 

Shirley Groskreutz will entertain with a musical Christmas program.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

UHD Hospice invites you to Light Up A Life. Remember your Loved One and support Hospice 

by purchasing a bulb for the local Hospice Memorial Tree. Donation forms are available at each 

church. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Don’t forget to do your online Christmas shopping through umcmarket.org! There are 1,000s of 

participating retailers, all donating a percentage of your purchase to our church. (You must designate 

Wells United Methodist Church.)  Shop-Save-Support! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Our Savior’s Lutheran in Kiester will be hosting their annual Christmas Tea on Saturday, 
December 9 at 9:30 am. The Three CDs will entertain followed by a brunch. Call their church 
office (294-3606) by Nov. 27 to RSVP. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Dementia Friends, December 5, 1:30 pm at Broadway Apartments – Dementia Friends is a 
global movement that is changing the way people think, act, and talk about dementia. By 
helping everyone in a community understand what dementia is and how it affects people, each 
of us can make a difference for people touched by dementia. To become a Dementia Friend, you 
participate in a 1-hour information session. You will learn 5 key messages about dementia and a 
bit about what it’s like to live with dementia. As a Dementia Friend, you turn your new 
understanding of dementia into a practical action that can help someone living in your 
community. Your action can be big or small – because every action counts! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • 
 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Today, Sunday, December 3 
W 9:00 am Worship w/Communion 
 10:00 am Sunday School / Adult Study 
 10:00 am Decorate the Church 
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
K 9:15 am Advent Study It’s a Wonderful Life  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship w/Communion 

Monday, December 4 
W 4:00 pm Community Chimes practice 

Tuesday, December 5 
K 7:00 am Men’s Advent Breakfast at Open 

Doors–Kiester 
W 6:30 pm Sounds of Praise practice 
 7:00 pm Trustee meeting 

Wednesday, December 6 
W  9:00 am Staff meeting 
 3:15 pm Pioneer Clubs 
 5:00-6:00 Supper 
 5:45 pm Advent Study It’s a Wonderful Life 
 6:15 pm Thrive Youth Group 

7:00 pm Adult Choir practice 
Thursday, December 7 
K 11:30 am UMW-K lunch at Kee Kafe–Kiester 

Friday, December 8 
W 3:15 pm Children’s Christmas Program practice 

Saturday, December 9 
2-4 pm Open House 100th Birthday Party for 

Mary Nelson at The Shepherd’s Inn 
Sunday, December 10 
W 9:00 am Worship – Christmas Program  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
K 9:15 am Advent Study It’s a Wonderful Life  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  

 

 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Wells  

Pastor ......................................... Rev. Paul Woolverton 
Scripture Reader................................ Sarah Hankerson 
Advent Readers ......................... Druckenmiller Family 
Organist ........................................................ Jan Johanson 
Acolytes .......... Oona Druckenmiller, Kolt Bullerman 
Cross Bearer .......................................... Katherine Huper 
Communion Servers .............................. Sherry Asmus,  
 Pat Coy, Don & Karen Stenzel 
A/V ..................................... William Healey, RJ Fordham  
Projection .................................................... Martin Healey 
Ushers ......................................... Dave & Shari Petersen 
Greeters ........................ Bev Niebuhr, Joyce Frederick, 

Bradley Remington, Sarah Hankerson 
Nursery .................................. Amber Cords, Kori Elmer 
Coffee Servers ... Becky Woolverton/Mary Jacobsen 
Driver for December ....................... Dean Youngblom 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Kiester 

Pastor ......................................... Rev. Paul Woolverton 
Scripture Reader ...................................................................  
Communion Server ..............................................................  
Greeter/Usher .........................................................................  
Coffee Servers ........................................................................  

 
Birthdays This Week:  
December 3 .......... Ron Culbertson 
December 4 .......... Sharon Lacher, Alivia Bruegger 
December 5 .......... Heather Schuster, Tammy 

Bullerman 
December 7  ........ Kayla Roberts 
December 8 .......... Mary Nelson (100) 
December 9 .......... Ethan Fickett 
December 10 ....... Brian Wesley 

 
Cable Schedule of Wells’ Sunday Service:   

Monday:  11:00 am & 6:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7);  
Tuesday:  8:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7)     

Note: If anyone without cable service would like to 
borrow a DVD recording, they are available for loan 
from the Wells church library. 

 

Wednesday Supper Menu 
December 6                               
   Chicken Noodle Soup, Buttered  
   Bread, Pizza, Dessert 

Everyone is invited. Cost is free,  
but donations would not be discouraged.  


