
 
 

 

 
 
 

(* indicates when to stand. You may remain seated if standing creates a problem for you.) 

 

– Gathering in Faith – 

 Gathering Music  

 Welcome (Please remember to pass the Friendship Folder) 

* Giving Praise to God Wells: “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise” # 2031 

   “My Life Is in You, Lord” # 2032 

* Call to Worship   

One: God of the past, who has created and nurtured us, 

All: we are here to thank you. 

One: God of the future, who is always ahead of us, 

All: we are here to thank you. 

One: God of the present, who is here in the midst of us, 

All: we are here to thank you. 

One: God of life, who is beyond us and within us, 

All: we rejoice in your glorious love. 

* Giving Praise to God Wells: “Blessed Be the Name of the Lord” # 2034, vs. 1 

  Kiester:   “We Gather Together” # 131 

* Passing the Peace 

 Children’s Message 

 Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 

– Hearing Our Faith Story – 

 Scripture Lesson  2 Corinthians 8:1-9 (NRSV) N.T. 182W, 169K 

  Acts 4:32-37 N.T. 122W, 112K 

* Hymn  “For the Beauty of the Earth” #92 

* Gospel Lesson * John 3:16-21 (NRSV) N.T. 94W, 87K 

* Mark 12:41-44    N.T. 50W, 46K 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon “God has done for us, so we give with thanksgiving!” Pastor Chris Leistra 

 Anthem (W) “The Lord Desires These Things” Adult Choir  

– Stewards of Faith – 

 Stewardship Moment – Now is the time for each of us to respond to God’s extravagant generosity 

by joyfully and boldly making our 2020 commitment. 

Joash Chest – Consecration of our Commitments   

One:  These Commitment cards, representing our love of God and trust in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, as well as thanksgiving for all that God has blessed us with even to this day, 

we now present to be consecrated to the glory of God for all the outreach mission and 

supportive ministries of this church for the coming year.  
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Congregation is invited to extend a hand of blessing, and say: 

All:  In the name of God, we consecrate these cards of commitment, and the “extravagant 

generosity” they represent, to the glory of God. May the ministries and outreach they 

accomplish, and the lives they touch, be abundant! 

One:  Let us pray: 

All:  Most loving God, without you no words or works of ours have meaning. Accept the 

commitments we make today for the ministries of the church next year, as symbols of our 

devotion to you, and appreciation for your extravagant generosity cards of commitment 

to your glory, that the giving they represent may be an enduring witness before all your 

people, and that our lives may be consecrated in your service; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offering our Gifts of Faith 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving: (unison) 

Gracious God, everything we have comes from you. You fill us with good things. Our 

hearts and lives overflow with your abundance. With thanksgiving, we bring to you our 

time, talents, and tithes. Use these gifts that you have given us to feed others as we have 

been fed, to serve others as we have been served, and to bless others as we have been 

blessed, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

– Sending Forth – 
* Benediction     

One: In the name of Christ go in peace and rejoicing, and be blessed by the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to the Triune God, we go with grateful hearts!   

* Hymn of Going Forth “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”   # 664 

* Postlude – The Church Scatters for Ministry . . . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Dear family of God, welcome to worship in the name of Jesus, our Savior. May you be 
nourished by the very Bread of Life. Welcome!  Everyone is invited for coffee, both before and 
after the 9:00 worship service at Wells and before the 10:30 am service at Kiester.  

Keep in your prayers this week:  The families of Ethel “Kitty” Aspenson and Cathrine Hagen; Rich 
Goggin, for the passing of his brother; Karen Gimberline; Joan Christian; those in the military and 
their families; and all others dealing with loss, poor health, pain, or family crisis.  

The nursery (W) will welcome children from birth to age 4 during worship on Sunday mornings. 
Children may be signed in before church or if they become fussy during worship they may be 
dropped off anytime during the hour. The nursery is on the south side of the entryway. The 
attendants today are Grace & Addison Mithun—thank you! 

Hearing Assist Devices (W) are located at the rear usher’s table and are available for anyone 
who would like to use them during the worship service. Ask an usher to assist you if you need. 
When you are finished with them, leave them sit on your chair or pew and we will sanitize them to be 
ready for the next user. 

 

Announcements 

Financial Commitment Sunday is today, Nov. 10 – Your pledge is more than a financial 

commitment but is also a spiritual commitment to our shared mission as we Love God and Serve 

Others! We thank you for your generous support to Open Doors UMC. Please complete a 

financial commitment form to make your 2020 pledge and payment plan. If you did not receive 

a form in the mail or you forgot yours today, there are extras. Place it in the Joash Chest during 

the specified time in the service or hand to an usher to bring forward. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  



The memorial service for Ethel Aspenson will be 3:00 pm, Sunday, November 17, at Open 

Doors UMC–Wells Campus. There will be visitation one hour before the service. Ethel passed 

away Thursday, October 24, 2019, at the age of 94.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Cathrine Hagen passed away on November 2 in Illinois. Her memorial service will be Saturday, 

December 14, 2019 at Open Doors UMC–Wells Campus. Further details are still pending. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

The Christmas program will be Sunday, December 15 in a joint service at 9:00 a.m. in 

Wells.  All children, ages 3 through 6th grade, are busy learning their songs and parts. Please 

help the children be in class each week (10:00-11:00), so they will know their part and how it fits 

into the whole story.  

   The one and only dress rehearsal for the children in grades 1-6 is Friday, December 13 at 3:15 

p.m. Please put this important date on your calendar. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

The Redemption of Scrooge Advent study – Through a sermon series and book study, explore 

the classic Christmas tale and how we all need redemption. Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in dire 

need of a second chance. Is redemption possible for such a greedy, dark, and sad character? The 

Redemption of Scrooge shows us how the teachings of Jesus can be found in Dickens’ Christmas 

classic. The 4-session dvd study will be held 6:00 pm Wednesdays November 20 and December 

4, 11, 18 at Wells Campus Hospitality Room. Sign up on the bulletin board or contact Pastor 

Chris or the church office. If you’d like a book to accompany the study, they are $10. Come join 

us! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Prayer Group – Join us Sunday mornings in The Meeting Room at 8:40 for prayer. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Southern Prairie District Day – Saturday, November 16, 9:00am-3:00pm in Windom. Join 

United Methodists from around our area for a day of learning, inspiring worship, and conducting 

the business of the annual Church Conference. Attend two of eight breakout sessions geared 

toward the rural church. See the poster on the bulletin board. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Meals On Wheels Volunteers Wanted – It only takes about 1 to 1-1/4 hours to complete the 

deliveries. There is a stop at Broadway Apartments and then 15-20 home deliveries. Is this 

something you would be able to do? We would like to find a couple or even several people who 

could share the duties of delivering during our church’s week (every 4th week) on a regular basis. 

If you think you would like to help the elderly or infirmed by getting involved in this ministry, or 

if you have any questions, please contact Dave Loveless (553-3609). November 4-8 is Open 

Doors’ week to deliver. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

GriefShare - Surviving the Holidays – Monday, November 18 at 5:00 pm at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church. Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and 

Christmas in the midst of your grief? Good Shepherd is providing a seminar that can provide 

help and hope as you navigate the holiday season. There is a $5.00 cost for this one session 

program and all are welcome. Please contact Good Shepherd Church Office (553-3513) to sign up. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

 

November Mission:  Samaritan’s Purse 

The November mission a month is Samaritan’s Purse. Samaritan’s Purse meets the needs 

of countless others worldwide, providing essentials like food, shelter, clothing and medical care. 

In addition, they also share the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. As we celebrate the coming of 

the birth of our Savior, let us partner with Samaritan’s purse in proclaiming the Good News that 

“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 

Rom 5:8. 

You and your family will find several meaningful ways you can offer practical help to 

hurting people and share the hope and salvation found only in Christ. This could also be the 

perfect Christmas gift for the person who has everything—a gift given in their name that will do 

great good. Below are just a few of the areas you can choose to support. Please select as many 

as you feel you would like to support. Or you may also make a donation in any amount to be 

used where most needed. 



Baby Chicks - $14 provides a dozen baby chicks to a family that will grow and multiply serving 

as a reminder of God’s provision for years to come. 

Blanket –$6 gives a cozy blanket to a suffering family, keeping them warm on frigid nights. Who 

doesn’t love to snuggle up with a warm blanket? 

Child Feeding Projects - $9 donation will feed a starving child for one week and help parents 

with the promise that God loves their precious children. 

Goats & Dairy Animals –$70 helps provide a family with an animal that will offer nutrient -rich 

milk for their diet with plenty left over to sell at the market. 

Fruit Trees –$45 supplies a family with 30 seedlings that will grow to provide abundant blessing 

for years to come. 

Honeybees – $20 provides a starter hive and training to care for the bees & harvest their honey.  

Hot Meals –$7 provides for a week’s worth of hot meals to someone in need. 

Toy Lamb - $10 will provide 4 children with one of these lambs (that sings Jesus Loves Me) and 

help open their hearts to the Gospel. 

If you would like to support this mission, please take a tag representing the item(s) you 

wish to donate and an envelope from the display located in the south entry way. Make your 

check payable to Open Doors United Methodist Church and place it in the envelope and put it in 

the offering plate or turn it into the church office. At the end of the month, the church will write 

out one check to Samaritan’s Purse and identify the areas you have indicated to support. If you 

have any questions please contact Karen Stenzel at 507-383-8762.  Remember this is a way we 

can show our Love to God by serving Others.  

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke 2:14 

 

For more information about Samaritan’s Purse, visit 

www.samaritanspurse.org 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
  

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Today, November10 
W 8:40am Prayer Group in Meeting Room 
 9:00 am Worship  
 10:00 am Sunday School / Coffee Fellowship  
K 9:45 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  

Monday, November 11 
7:30 am Breakfast at Sandy’s for Youth 
W  4:00 pm Community Chimes 
K  6:30 pm Ministry Council  

Tuesday, November 12 

2:00-5:00 Diaper work day at Clothes Closet 
W  6:30 pm Sounds of Praise practice 
 7:00 pm Trustees, SPRC  
 7:15 pm Finance 
 8:00 pm Ad Council 

Wednesday, November 13 
W  9:00 am Staff meeting  
 3:15 pm Pioneer Clubs 
 4:30 pm Confirmation class 

 5:00-6:15 Supper 
 5:15 pm Praise Team practice 
 6:00 pm Small group study 
 6:15 pm Youth Group 

 7:00 pm Adult Choir practice 
Thursday, November 14 
W 2:00 pm Worship Planning 
 3:15 pm Mission Kids 

Saturday, November 16 
W 2:00 pm Hankerson/Reis Wedding 

Sunday, November 17 
W 8:40am Prayer Group in Meeting Room 
 9:00 am Worship  
 10:00 am Sunday School / Coffee Fellowship  
K 9:45 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  

 
 
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS - Wells 

Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist ...................................................... Jan Johanson 
Scripture Reader ................................................ Anne Feist 
Cross Bearer ........................................... Brooklyn Miller 
Acolytes .............. October Roberts, Madison Meyer 
A/V ........................ Hayden Chandler, William Healey 
Projection ................................................... Karen Stenzel 
Ushers ........................................ Vern & Carol Draheim 
Greeters ...... Sharon Miller, Sally Yokiel, Deb Lackey 
Nursery ................................... Grace & Addison Mithun 
Coffee Server .................................................................................. tbd 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Kiester 

Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist .......................................................................................  
Scripture Reader ......................................................................  
Greeter/Usher .......................................... Terry Halverson 
Coffee Servers ....................... Terry & Sylvia Halverson 



  

 
Birthdays This Week:  

November 10 .......Amber Schuster, Jim Durfee,  
Roger Hamson 

November 13 .......Juanita Beyer 
November 14 .......Faith Wedin 
November 15 .......Dean Kaiser 

 
Wednesday meal:  
November 13 supper will feature spaghetti & 
meatballs and the standard pizza, prepared and 
served by Deb Lackey & Dave Roberts. Serving is 
from 5:00-6:15 at the Wells Campus. 

 

Cable Schedule of Wells’ Sunday Service:   

Monday:  11:00 am & 6:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7);  

Tuesday:  8:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7)       

 

 
 


