
 
 

 

 
 
 

(* indicates when to stand. You may remain seated if standing creates a problem for you.) 

 

 

The Season of the Holy Spirit – All Saints Sunday 
(* indicates when to stand. You may remain seated if standing creates a problem for you.) 

 
– Gathering in Faith – 

 Gathering Music  

 Prelude “Holy, Holy, Holy” Sounds of Praise 

 Welcome (Please remember to pass the Friendship Folder) 

* Call to Worship   

One: We praise you, O God; we acclaim you as Lord;  

all creation worships you, the Father everlasting. 

All (W): “We Fall Down” on screen (#3187)  

One: To you all angels and the powers of heaven, sing in endless praise! 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 

glory! 

All (W): “We Fall Down” on screen (#3187)  

One: Father, of majesty unbounded; your true and only Son, worthy of all praise; the Holy 

Spirit, advocate and guide. 

All: You, Christ, are the King of glory, the eternal Son of the Father. 

All (W): “We Fall Down” on screen (#3187)  

* Giving Praise to God (K)  “Faith of Our Fathers” #710 

* Passing the Peace 

 Anthem (W) “There Is a Happy Land” Adult Choir and Sounds of Praise 

 All Saints Celebration – Prayer of Commemoration 

One: I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 

from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 

the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 

 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated 

on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

All: We praise you, O God, for all your saints in heaven. 

One: How grateful we are of the life and witness of . . . 

 (Reading of names and, lightning the candles of remembrance for loved ones) 

 Lighting candles of remembrance for departed church members: 

 Open Doors UMC: 

 Lucile Anderson Florence Fredrickson John Steckelberg 

 Ethel “Kitty” Aspenson Harrison Miller Orville Urbain 

 Michael Butson Richard Roberts 
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 Other loved ones we remember but see no more: 

Eleanor Frederick Ken McKee Jason Niebuhr Randy Weber 

One: We also praise you for all those whose names are held in your loving memory, 

All: the vast company of voices who acclaim you as Lord. 

One: We are grateful for this vast company of witnesses. 

All: Strengthen us as we follow their lead. 

One: Help us to keep our eyes on Jesus, forerunner in faith, Lord of all. 

All: Strengthen us in the hope that we with them will taste and see your goodness in 

the land of the living. 

One: By your Spirit, teach us even now to sing the song of heaven: 

All: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. Amen! 

 Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to 

our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

 Dedication of Church Memorials 

One:  Throughout the year the church receives gifts in memory of loved ones – some we 

have named, some we may not even know, but all are known and loved by God. 

Today we lift up all the memorial gifts that have been received this past year, 

whether a specific item or a financial gift, to be consecrated to the glory of God and 

for service in and through the United Methodist Church. 

All:  We accept these gifts as a sacred trust and will guard and use them reverently in 

loving memory of those in whose name they were given. 

One:  In the name of the holy and triune God, we consecrate these gifts to the glory of 

God, and in memory of God’s servants. The memory of the righteous is ever blessed.  

Let us pray: 

All:  Most loving God, without you no words or works of ours have meaning. Accept 

the gifts of our hands as symbols of our devotion. Grant your blessing, as we have 

consecrated these gifts to your glory, that they may be an enduring witness to all 

your people, and that our lives may be consecrated in your service; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

– Hearing Our Faith Story – 

 Scripture Lesson  Revelation 22:12-21 (NRSV) N.T. 260W, 237K  

* Hymn  “Hymn of Promise” #707 

* Gospel Lesson * Luke 24:44-53 (NRSV) N.T. 91W, 84K 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon The Story Series, Week #31:  “The End of Time” Pastor Chris Leistra 
 

– Stewards of Faith – 
Prayer 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offering our Gifts of Faith 

 Offertory Music  (as we present our gifts of faith and sacrament) 

Communion Song “Come to the Table of Grace”  (#3168 vs 1,2,4) 

1. Come to the table of grace. Come to the table of grace. 

 This is God’s table; it’s not yours or mine.  Come to the table of grace. 

2. Come to the table of peace . . . 

4.  Come to the table of joy . . . 

 The Great Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer pg. 9 



 Receiving the Gifts of Bread and Cup 
You are invited to come forward to receive this gift of God’s love in Christ as instructed by the pastor. Everyone is 

welcome to the Lord’s table in the United Methodist Church, as Christ’s act of love is offered to all. After you have 

communed, please return to your seats by the side aisles. If coming forward is difficult for you, signal the communion 

servers who come to the back of the sanctuary and overflow room – they will be happy to bring communion to you. 

Thank you. 

 Lighting Candles to Remember Loved Ones 

 Prayer after Receiving 

– Sending Forth – 
* Benediction     

* Hymn of Going Forth “For All the Saints”  (vs 1,4,6) # 711, vs 1,4,6 

* Postlude – The Church Scatters for Ministry . . . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

“Love the LORD, all you his saints! The LORD preserves the faithful” (Psalm 31:23, ESV). Today 
we remember saints in heaven and celebrate our own sainthood on earth. Welcome!  Everyone 
is invited for coffee, both before and after the 9:00 worship service at Wells and before the 10:30 
am service at Kiester.  

Keep in your prayers this week:  Prayers for a safe harvest for all; the family of Ethel “Kitty” 
Aspenson; Rich Goggin’s brother; Karen Gimberline; Joan Christian; those in the military and their 
families; and all others dealing with loss, poor health, pain, or family crisis.  

The nursery (W) will welcome children from birth to age 4 during worship on Sunday mornings. 
Children may be signed in before church or if they become fussy during worship they may be 
dropped off anytime during the hour. The nursery is on the south side of the entryway. The 
attendants today are Sally Yokiel and Kori Elmer—thank you! 

Hearing Assist Devices (W) are located at the rear usher’s table and are available for anyone 
who would like to use them during the worship service. Ask an usher to assist you if you need. 
When you are finished with them, leave them sit on your chair or pew and we will sanitize them to be 
ready for the next user. 

Announcements 

Thank you: To Wanda Kothlow for creating the tribute to our saints, both the written insert and 

the slides. And to Carrell Bathke for the gourds that decorate our worship space.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

The memorial service for Ethel Aspenson will be 3:00 pm, Sunday, November 17, at Open 

Doors UMC, Wells. There will be visitation one hour before the service. Ethel passed away 

Thursday, October 24, at her home.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Trunk or Treat – Trunk or Treat was an amazing community outreach!! So great to see how we 

can all work together!! Thank you to everyone who decorated a trunk and handed out candy, to 

those who helped in the kitchen and games, to the decorator and prize announcer, to all who 

brought food and to all who came and enjoyed the afternoon with us. Fun was had by all!!!  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Today, we will collect offerings for the Congregational Love Fund to purchase Christmas fruit 

baskets for those of our congregation who have had an especially rough year, to let them know that 

we love and care about them. Please place your gift in the glass jars at the rear of the sanctuary on 

your way out. Clearly marked gifts can also be placed in the offering plate any Sunday. Just indicate 

“Congregational Love Fund” or “Love Baskets” on your envelope or check.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Pledge Sunday will be November 10. Financial commitment cards were mailed out last week. You 

should receive yours in the next day or two, if you haven’t already. With an attitude of thankfulness, 

please think about your church and how you can support its work and ministries in the coming year. 

Can you increase your level of giving for next year? If you’re not already tithing (giving 10% to the 

church), could you reach a little closer this year? Please prayerfully fill out your pledge card and bring 

it to church on November 10. Thanks! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Save the Date!!  The Christmas program will be Sunday, December 15.   We will hear the 

children share the Christmas story with us at the 9:00 worship service. All children, ages 3 

through 6th grade, are welcome to be part of this event.   

   The Sunday School children have begun work on this year’s Christmas program.  Practice for 

the program is each Sunday during Sunday School, 10:00-11:00. The older children are learning 

a song each week, and will be getting reading parts this Sunday.   

   Please help the children be in class each week, so they will know their part and how it fits into 

the whole story. If anyone knows they will not be able to be part of the program this year, please 

contact Jan Johanson at wellsumcmusic@gmail.com or phone 553-5077 or 380-5698. 

   While we are saving dates: the dress rehearsal for the children in grades 1-6 is Friday, 

December 13 at 3:15 p.m.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

 

November Mission:  Samaritan’s Purse 

The November mission a month is Samaritan’s Purse. Samaritan’s Purse meets the needs 

of countless others worldwide, providing essentials like food, shelter, clothing and medical care. 

In addition, they also share the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. As we celebrate the coming of 

the birth of our Savior, let us partner with Samaritan’s purse in proclaiming the Good News that 

“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 

Rom 5:8. 

You and your family will find several meaningful ways you can offer practical help to 

hurting people and share the hope and salvation found only in Christ. This could also be the 

perfect Christmas gift for the person who has everything—a gift given in their name that will do 

great good. Below are just a few of the areas you can choose to support. Please select as many 

as you feel you would like to support. Or you may also make a donation in any amount to be 

used where most needed. 

Baby Chicks - $14 provides a dozen baby chicks to a family that will grow and multiply serving 

as a reminder of God’s provision for years to come. 

Blanket –$6 gives a cozy blanket to a suffering family, keeping them warm on frigid nights. Who 

doesn’t love to snuggle up with a warm blanket? 

Child Feeding Projects - $9 donation will feed a starving child for one week and help parents 

with the promise that God loves their precious children. 

Goats & Dairy Animals –$70 helps provide a family with an animal that will offer nutrient -rich 

milk for their diet with plenty left over to sell at the market. 

Fruit Trees –$45 supplies a family with 30 seedlings that will grow to provide abundant blessing 

for years to come. 

Honeybees – $20 provides a starter hive and training to care for the bees & harvest their honey.  

Hot Meals –$7 provides for a week’s worth of hot meals to someone in need. 

Toy Lamb - $10 will provide 4 children with one of these lambs (that sings Jesus Loves Me) and 

help open their hearts to the Gospel. 

If you would like to support this mission, please take a tag representing the item(s) you 

wish to donate and an envelope from the display located in the south entry way. Make your 

check payable to Open Doors United Methodist Church and place it in the envelope and put it in 

the offering plate or turn it into the church office. At the end of the month, the church will write 

out one check to Samaritan’s Purse and identify the areas you have indicated to support. If you 

have any questions please contact Karen Stenzel at 507-383-8762.  Remember this is a way we 

can show our Love to God by serving Others.  

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke 2:14 

 

For more information about Samaritan’s Purse, visit 

www.samaritanspurse.org 
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Tea with Pastor Chris  Join Pastor Chris at the Quilter’s Cottage Tea Room in downtown Kiester 

for a cup of tea or coffee and conversation tomorrow, November 4 at 1:30 pm – the first 

Monday of the month. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Sunday School Snacks Thanks to all who have signed up to provide snacks for Sunday School. 

We are in need of a snack provider for next Sunday, November 10!  If you did not get a chance 

to sign up but would like to, the sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the narthex (Wells). 

Suggestions of types of snacks are: snack mix, popcorn, fruit snacks, cheese & crackers, string 

cheese, cookies or bars (not too sticky), individually wrapped snacks. Plan on at least 3 dozen and 

place them in the bell practice room upstairs on the Sunday of your turn.  

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
The Praise Team at the Wells campus is looking to expand and invites anyone with a passion 

(or interest) in this style of music to join the group. We have had several people serve in this 

group over the years. More people bring more talent and ideas, and also more flexibility. We are 

hoping to add more singers, women and men, and people who could play drums and rhythm 

instruments, guitar, bass, or other instruments.   

    Please consider giving some of your time and talent to this group, and to enhance our 

worship time together. The team currently practices at 5:15 on Wednesday afternoons. If you are 

not able to attend at that time but are interested in being part of the group, please contact Katie 

Hueper (763-300-4955 katiehueper@gmail.com) or Jan Johanson (507-380-9568 

wellsumcmusic@gmail.com) 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Southern Prairie District Day – Saturday, November 16, 9:00am-3:00pm in Windom. Join 

United Methodists from around our area for a day of learning, inspiring worship, and conducting 

the business of the annual Church Conference. Attend two of eight breakout sessions geared 

toward the rural church. See the poster on the bulletin board. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

GriefShare - Surviving the Holidays – Monday, November 18 at 5:00 pm at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church. Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and 

Christmas in the midst of your grief? Good Shepherd is providing a seminar that can provide help 

and hope as you navigate the holiday season. There is a $5.00 cost for this one session program 

and all are welcome. Please contact Good Shepherd Church Office (553-3513) to sign up. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Sunday Morning Prayer Group – There’s a group that meets in The Meeting Room before 

church at the Wells campus that is open to anyone feeling the call to be in prayer with a group 

of others. “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Matthew 18:20) We 

pray for individuals, our church, our community and beyond, or any situation on your hearts that 

you would like to pray for. We meet at 8:40 am in The Meeting Room, right off of the main 

entryway. Come as you can and pray with us. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Meals On Wheels Volunteers Wanted – It only takes about 1 to 1-1/4 hours to complete the 

deliveries. There is a stop at Broadway Apartments and then 15-20 home deliveries. Is this 

something you would be able to do? We would like to find a couple or even several people who 

could share the duties of delivering during our church’s week (every 4th week) on a regular basis. 

If you think you would like to help the elderly or infirmed by getting involved in this ministry, or 

if you have any questions, please contact Dave Loveless (553-3609). November 4-8 is Open 

Doors’ week to deliver. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

November/December Upper Room devotionals are available to pick up. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
VFW Omelet Breakfast – Sunday, November 3, 7:30-gone, at the Wells VFW. Proceeds go to 

the youth program. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 

Today, November 3, All Saints Day 
W 8:40am Prayer Group in Meeting Room 
 9:00 am Worship w/Communion, 

The Story #31 
 10:00 am Sunday School / Coffee Fellowship  
K 9:15 am The Story Adult Study  
 9:45 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship w/Communion,  

The Story #31 
Monday, November 4 
1:30 pm Tea w/ Pastor Chris at Cottage Tea 

House in Kiester 
W 4:00 pm Community Chimes 

Tuesday, November 5 

9:30 am Coffee w/ Pastor Chris at The Bean 
W  6:30 pm Sounds of Praise practice 

Wednesday, November 6 
W  9:00 am Staff meeting  
 1:30 pm UMW-Wells 
 3:15 pm Pioneer Clubs 

 5:00-6:15 Supper 
 5:15 pm Praise Team practice 
 5:45 pm The Story adult small group, #31 
 6:15 pm Youth Group 

 7:00 pm Adult Choir practice 
Thurs.-Fri., November 7 & 8 
Pastor Chris at Clergy Leadership Academy 

Sunday, November 10 
W 8:40am Prayer Group in Meeting Room 
 9:00 am Worship  
 10:00 am Sunday School / Coffee Fellowship  
K 9:15 am Adult Study (?)  
 9:45 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  

 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS - Wells 

Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist ...................................................... Jan Johanson 
Scripture Reader ............................ Doug Druckenmiller 
Cross Bearer ................................................... Kylin Cords 
Acolytes .................................. Kolt & Chloe Bullerman 
Communion Servers ..........................Joyce Frederick,  
 Kent & Diane Viesselman, Sandy Youngblom 
A/V ............................. Hayden Chandler, Don Stenzel 
Projection ................................................... Kevin Stenzel 
Ushers ..................................... Bruce & Joyce Frederick 
Greeters ..................................... Dave & Shari Petersen, 
 Addison Mithun, Brooklyn Miller 
Nursery ........................................ Sally Yokiel, Kori Elmer 
Coffee Server .................................................................................. tbd 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Kiester 

Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist ........................................................... Jan Johanson 
Scripture Reader ............................................... Don Nickel 
Greeter/Usher/ Communion Server ....... Don Nickel 
Coffee Server ............................................... Wendy Nickel 

 
Wednesday meal:  

November 6 supper will feature sloppy joes, chips, 
big fat hotdogs, bars, and the standard pizza, 
prepared and served by Sally Yokiel & Karen 
Stenzel. Serving is from 5:00-6:15 at the Wells 
Campus. 

Birthdays This Week:  

November 4 ......... Addilyn Sundberg 
November 5 ......... Mariah Anderson, Kylie Fordham 
November 6 ......... Hayden Feist, Sue Schuster,  

Rodney Wedin 
November 9 ......... Reese Druckenmiller 
November 10 ....... Amber Schuster, Jim Durfee,  

Roger Hamson 

 

 
Cable Schedule of Wells’ Sunday Service:   
Monday:  11:00 am & 6:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7);  
Tuesday:  8:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7)     

 

 
 


