
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The Season of the Holy Spirit  
Teacher Dedication / Bible Sunday / Backpack Blessing / Rally Sunday 

 (* indicates when to stand. You may remain seated if standing creates a problem for you.) 

 
– Gathering in Faith – 

 Gathering Music  

 Welcome (Please remember to pass the Friendship Folder) 

* Giving Praise to God “God Of Wonders” on screen 

  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” # 2088 

* Hymn “Thy Word Is a Lamp”  (vs 1) #601 

  (Teachers, leaders & helpers should come forward during the singing.) 

 Litany for Dedicating and Recognizing Teachers, Leaders, and Helpers 

One:  Friends, we are gathered here as the people of God. 

Cong:  We are here because God calls us to fellowship and service.  

One:  Some of you have also been called to serve as teachers, helpers, and leaders, helping 

others to grow in faith and in love. As such, you are called by God and the 

congregation to be set apart for this special ministry. How do you respond? 

Few: We acknowledge our need of God’s help as we dedicate ourselves to these tasks. 

One:  God’s help comes to us through one another: 

Few: From those who write the lessons we teach, from the parents who bring us their 

children so we can assist them in helping the children learn and grow in their 

relationship with Jesus, from the students of all ages who question and challenge us, 

and from the people of this congregation who encourage and support us. 

One:  God’s help has also come to all of us, through the teachers of the past whose lives of 

love and faith continue to touch each new generation. 

Few: We take our place in God’s ongoing process, acknowledging our need of one 

another. 

One:  Those of us who witness your dedication affirm God’s call on your lives. We pray 

God’s blessing upon each of you as the Holy Spirit enables and equips you to be 

channels of God’s grace and love. We pledge ourselves in support of your efforts. 

Cong:  Thanks be to God for this opportunity and for these people who so graciously have 

stepped forward to share their gifts and talents in nurturing the spiritual growth of all 

entrusted to their care. To God be the glory!  Amen. 

(All except those helping to hand out Bibles may return to their seats. First graders receiving Bibles 

should come forward at this time, with backpacks if you have them.) 

 Presentation of Bibles  

 Hymn “Thy Word Is a Lamp”  (vs 2) #601 

(All preschool thru 6th grade Sunday School students should come forward during the hymn, with 

backpacks if you have them.) 

 Presentation of The Story books    
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(All other students should come forward at this time for the blessing.  

You do not need to have a backpack, but bring it with you if you do.) 

 Blessing of the Backpacks 

 Children’s Litany 

One: When it’s the night before going to school, and I’m picking out my clothes and 

making sure I have all my homework . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: When I’m waking up and eating a healthy breakfast to start the day . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: When I’m getting on the school bus or being driven to school . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: When I meet my teachers and new friends in my class . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: When I’m hanging out with my friends at recess or lunch . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: When I’m participating in after school sports or activities . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: When I’m telling my family about my day at school . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: When I’m praying at night and thanking God for my family, my friends and my 

school . . . 

Children:   Jesus is with me. 

One: Let’s pray together. Repeat after me: 

Children & Pastor:     Thank you, Jesus, for always being by my side. I know that if I get 

nervous or afraid, you will be there with me. I will remember that you are 

always with me.  I know that I can talk with you any time – day or night – and 

for that I am so thankful. I pray this all in your name.  Amen. 

Congregational Litany  

One: O Holy God, the time is come when school begins. As these your children begin 

their studies, we ask a blessing on their backpacks in which they carry the 

books and note books, markers and pens and pencils they will use to learn. O 

Lord of Life and Love, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, all who will teach our children in the coming days and weeks and 

months. Give them the wisdom to find inspiration for each child. Give them the 

energy and creativity and love that will make their work a blessing to our 

children. O Lord of Life and Love, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, all school administrators that they may be faithful stewards of the 

resources entrusted to their care. Make them fair and merciful, able to do their 

crucial work with a spirit of grace and compassion. O Lord of Life and Love, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, each one gathered here that we will seek every opportunity to 

grow in our knowledge and love of you – in our church school classes, our 

Pioneer Clubs, youth group, all our classes for students and adult learners. 

Grant that we may see you more clearly, love you more dearly, follow you more 

nearly. O Lord of Life and Love, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

One: And bless, O God, these our cherished children, those whom we have promised 

to love and nurture at their baptism. Keep them safe, keep them excited, keep 



them ever seeking to learn more and to develop their gifts. Grant that through 

their study, they may gain the tools to grow in love and faith and service, all 

their days. O Lord of Life and Love, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, these backpacks and the children who carry them. O Lord of Life 

and Love, 

All: Hear our prayer. Amen. 

* Passing the Peace 

 Anthem “Holy Manna” Adult Choir 

 Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer #895 

– Hearing Our Faith Story – 

 Scripture Lesson  2 Timothy 3:14-17 (CEB) N.T. 213W 

* Hymn  “Lord of the Dance” #261 

* Gospel Lesson * John 1:1-5 (CEB) N.T. 91W 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon “Journey” (The Story, Week #0) Pastor Chris Leistra 

– Stewards of Faith – 
Invitation to the Offering  

Offering our Gifts of Faith 

 Offertory Music  (as we present our gifts of faith) 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving:  

Blessed God, you have called us to contribute to the needs of all people, and to extend 

hospitality to strangers. Bless these gifts that they may in turn be a blessing to many in 

your name.  Amen. 

 An Order of Farewell to Church Members  

Pastor: The church is a family. 

United by the common recognition of Jesus Christ as our Savior, we are all brothers 

and sisters here at Open Doors United Methodist Church. 

Like every human family, our church family is formed and reformed over time:  

 As members are born, as they die, as members are adopted into our family, and as 

they leave our congregation for a new home, in a different place. 

For a time, Mary Jacobsen has lived with us.  We have shared with each other good 

times and bad.  We have shared each other’s joys and sorrows; we have lightened 

each other’s loads.  Together we have laughed and cried; together we have 

worshiped and praised God, together we have lived. 

Cong.: We feel sorrow in your leaving, yet we rejoice with you in anticipation of this new 

phase of your life. We will miss your love and support, yet we know you will add 

much to the lives of those who will be your new church family, as you have added 

much to our lives. 

All: We will pray for you and for the whole family of God. 

Pastor: Let us pray: 

O God, you are the strength and the protector of your people, we humbly place in your 

hands Mary Jacobsen of this congregation who is about to leave us. Keep and 

preserve her, O Lord, in all health and safety, both of body and soul; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 Go in the peace of Christ.  Our prayers go with you.  Amen. 

* Benediction     

One: Go out into this day and journey with Jesus 

All: We go, but never alone, Jesus comes with us. 



One: God will keep you as you go. 

All: God upholds and keeps us. 

One: The Holy Spirit will keep your path straight. 

All: The Holy Spirit will keep us on the path to everlasting life. 

* Hymn of Going Forth “Shine Jesus Shine” # 2173 

* Postlude – The Church Scatters for Ministry . . . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Welcome everyone to Open Doors United Methodist Church as we embark on a new program 

year! Thank you for sharing this day with us. Today, we are having a joint worship service with 

the folks from Open Doors – Kiester Campus and we welcome everyone here! You are invited to 

stay for coffee following worship, today held in the basement Fellowship Hall, and shop at the 

Country Store and participate in the children’s activities outside.  

Keep in your prayers this week:  For the safety and well-being of all the people in the wake of 
Hurricane Florence; Jim Durfee, recuperating from by-pass surgery; Mary Jacobsen during her 
move and transition to a new home & community; Karen Gimberline; and all others dealing with 
loss, poor health, pain, or family crisis.  

The nursery (W) will welcome children from birth to age 4 during worship on Sunday mornings. 
Children may be signed in before church or if they become fussy during worship they may be 
dropped off anytime during the hour. The nursery is on the south side of the entryway. The 
attendants today are Jennifer & Faith Wedin—thank you! 

Hearing Assist Devices (W) are located at the rear usher’s table and are available for anyone 
who would like to use them during the worship service. Ask an usher to assist you if you need. 
When you are finished with them, leave them sit on your chair or pew and we will sanitize them to be 
ready for the next user. 

 
Announcements 

RALLY DAY – All are invited to take part in all the fun of Rally Day this morning – A 

Bounce House for children will be set up outside from 10:00-12:30, plus other outdoor 

activities and snack; Country Store 10:30-12:30 in the basement; Service Auction: 

10:00-12:00 in the basement; Coffee fellowship time in the basement; and a delicious 

lunch of pulled pork sandwiches, cheezy potatoes, baked beans, bars, and lemonade, 

prepared by Linda & Scott Johnson and crew served 11:00-12:15 for a free-will 

donation. Something for everyone!  

Mary Jacobsen is treating her church family to cupcakes this morning on her last day with us. 
Mary will be moving to Jackson, MN, this week to be closer to her son. Her new address will be: 
518 Frost Ave., Jackson, MN 56143. For now, you can reach her on her cell phone: 507-525-
7649. We will miss you, Mary! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
The Case For Christ – Still time to join this book study on Monday nights at 7:00 pm. We’re only 
on week 2 of the 6-week study. You can join in any time. Week 7 we’ll be watching the movie, “The 
Case For Christ.” 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Country Store Reminders:   

* Any items that do not sell this morning may be picked up by the donor at the close of the 

sale. Produce that is left may be donated to the food shelf. Non-perishable items may be left 

for the “Last Chance Sale” on Sept. 23. After that sale, all items left are to be picked up by the 

donor by Sept. 25. Anything not sold belongs to the donor! 

* Proceeds from the Country Store and the lunch will go to Reach Renew Rejoice and toward 

the work of the United Methodist Church through our apportionments. Reach Renew  

Rejoice is a conference-level fund to help United Methodist churches like ours explore ways 

to grow and reach new people for Christ. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

The Story – The Sermon Series will begin September 23 with Week #1. Week #0, an introduction, 
is today, the 16th. 



The Story For Little Ones, Children, and Kids – This morning, we will be giving to children in 
preschool through 6th grade their own copy of The Story. This may be taken home and read with 
their parents or on their own. Read a chapter each week, keeping at the same pace that we cover 
them on Sundays in worship and in Sunday School. At the end of the 31-week series of The Story, 
our whole church will have experienced the Bible from beginning to end, and all at the same time.  
The Story for Teens – Come to Youth Group on Wednesdays to receive your copy of The Story and 
take your own journey through the Bible. Other activities and games will be incorporated into Youth 
Group as well. Friends are always invited!  
The Story for Adults –Sundays at 9:15 am in Kiester and 10:00 am in Wells beginning 9/23. 
Since the sermon series will begin on September 23, the first Wednesday study will be 
September 26 (not September 19) at 5:45 pm in Wells. 
Pick up your copy of The Story and Study Guide this morning. More will be coming, so if we 
run out today, sign up on the sheet to be included in the next shipment. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Ministry Council will be meeting this Tuesday, September 18 at 6:00 pm. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Sounds of Praise Bell Choir will begin their practices on Tuesday, Sept. 18, at 6:45 pm. There 

are openings and we’d love to grow this instrumental group. See Jan for more info. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Fall Work Day – Saturday, September 22. Come one, come all, to prepare our grounds at the 

Wells Campus for the winter and do some needed outside projects. Meet behind the church at 

9:00 am. Also, the four kitchen ovens need cleaning and we’d be wonderfully blessed if someone 

would be willing to take on that project! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Sunday School Snacks It worked very well for parents and church friends to take turns bringing 

snacks for the Sunday School kids last year, and we would like to do that again this year. A sign-

up sheet will be passed around this morning. Suggestions of types of snacks are: snack mix, 

popcorn, fruit snacks, cheese & crackers, string cheese, cookies or bars (not too sticky), 

individually wrapped snacks. Plan on at least 3 dozen and place them in the bell practice room 

upstairs on the Sunday of your turn. We are also looking for a Snack Coordinator, who would 

send out reminders and arrange for water, glasses & napkins to be in each classroom. Please 

contact Jan Johanson or the church office if this is something you could help out with. Thank 

you! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Chauffeur? Would anyone like to offer to pick up 2-3 kids from the Alden-Conger school each 

Wednesday and bring them to church for Pioneer Club by 3:30? Have a ride here is the difference 

between attending or not attending Pioneer Clubs. Contact Sandy Youngblom or the church 

office.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Youth Day at Prairie River Camp, Low Ropes – All youth in 5th grade through 12th grade and 

friends are invited on Saturday, September 29. Please sign up on the bulletin board. There’s 

plenty of things to do there, so younger siblings can come with their family and stay for the hot 

dog roast. We’ll leave the Wells church at 2:30, it starts at 3:00. See Sandy about getting a 

parental permission sheet, which needs to be signed before youth can go. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Conversation on a Way Forward – This fall, Bishop Ough will host a series of 15 gatherings 

across the area to continue the Conversations on A Way Forward as the denomination prepares 

for the special session of General Conference on February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis. The one 

closest to us is Sunday, September 30, 2:30-5:00 p.m. at Centenary UMC in Mankato. Call the 

church office if you are interested in attending and to arrange carpooling. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

LUNCH & LEARN: Don’t be a Target of Medicare and Consumer Fraud – Interfaith Caregivers 

is sponsoring another Lunch & Learn at Open Doors UMC in Wells on Thursday, September from 

12:00-1:00 pm. The main speaker will be from Senior LinkAge Line. Pro-tecting your personal 

information is the best line of defense in the fight against Medicare and consumer fraud. Even 

when you do everything right, there is still a chance that you could be a target of fraud. Learn how 

to Protect, Detect and Report this type of abuse. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Last Chance Sale Next Sunday, September 23. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Happy birthday, Betty! Next Sunday, September 23, is Betty Somage’s 95th birthday! The church 
family is invited for birthday cake and coffee during the fellowship time preceding the 10:30 
service at the Kiester Campus.  

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Kiester Prosperity Garden – This week, tomatoes, lettuce, peppers and cantaloupe are RIPE and 

READY. Everyone is welcome to help themselves. 

Best Choice Labels – Remember to save your Best Choice bar code labels from the store brand 

items at Wells Marketplace. They’re each worth $.03 for the Youth Group.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Today, Sunday, September 16 
W  9:00 am Joint Worship  
10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
10:00-12:30 Bounce House & Kids Activities 
10:30-12:30 Country Store 
10:00-12:00  Service Auction 
11:00-12:15 Lunch 

Monday, September 17 
Newsletter Deadline 
W  4:00 pm Community Chimes practice 
 7:00 pm The Case For Christ study 

Tuesday, September 18 
W 6:00 pm Ministry Council 
 6:45 pm Sounds of Praise practice 

Wednesday, September 19 
W  9:00 am Staff meeting 
11:00 am Senior Saints/Awesome Adults at 

Broadway Apts. 
W  3:15 pm Pioneer Clubs 
 5:00-6:15 Supper 
 5:45 pm The Story adult small group 
 6:15 pm Youth Group 

 7:00 pm Adult Choir practice 
Thursday, September 20 
W  12:00pm Lunch & Learn 
K  1:30 pm UMW 

Thurs. & Fri., Sept. 20-21 
Pastor Chris at Clergy Leadership Academy 

Saturday, September 22 
9:00 am Church Fall Work Day 

Sunday, September 23 
W 9:00 am Worship  
 10:00 am Sunday School / Coffee Fellowship  
 10:00 am Acolyte Training 
 10:00 am Last Chance Country Store Sale 
K 9:30 am Sunday School / Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  

 

 
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Wells  
Scripture Reader ............................ Sandy Youngblom 
Organist .................................................... Jan Johanson 
Cross Bearer ......................................... Aaron Johnson 
Acolytes .............. Kolt Bullerman, Chloe Bullerman 
A/V ........................... Danielle Torkkola, Don Stenzel 
Projection ................................................. Kevin Stenzel 
Ushers ..................................... Bruce & Joyce Frederick 
Greeters .......................... Sue Schuster, Amber Cords, 
 Sarah Hankerson, Cari Stenzel 
Nursery .................................... Jennifer & Faith Wedin 
Coffee Servers ...................................Dave & Shari Petersen 

 
Birthdays This Week:  

September 17 ....... Becky Woolverton 
September 19 ....... Doug Bruckhoff, Jason Roberts, 

Ruth Roesler 
September 21 ....... Brenda Johnson 
September 22 ....... Vonnie Walker 
September 23 ....... Kathy Heaton, Wendy Nickel, 

Betty Somage (95) 
 

Cable Schedule of Wells’ Sunday Service:   

Monday:  11:00 am & 6:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7);  
Tuesday:  8:00 pm  (Bevcomm ch7)     

Note: If anyone without cable service would like to 
borrow a DVD recording, they are available for 
loan from the Wells church library. 



 

Dinners For 6 Church Family Night Potluck is September 30!! 

     We invite you all to come to a potluck dinner at the Wells Fellowship Hall Sept. 30 at 

12:00 pm to kick off our Dinners For 6. You’ll have the opportunity to learn more about 

Dinners For 6 and to sign up to be in a group of 6 that will get together once a month for a 

3-month period. Its purpose is strictly social, strictly fun – a way to get everyone from Open 

Doors to know one another better. Read your September OneWay for full information. If you 

can’t attend the potluck next Sunday but would like to participate in Dinners For 6, fill out 

the sign-up form below and return it by way of the offering plate, deliver to the church 

office, or email.  
 

 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

– Sign Up for Dinners For 6 – 
Please return sign-ups to the church by September 30.* 

 
  We’re signing up as a couple: (married couple or two individuals) 

Name:______________________________ Ph:_______________ Email:______________ 

 Best time/method to contact:______________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________  

Name:_____________________________ Ph:_______________ Email:_______________ 

 Best time/method to contact:______________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________  

  I’m signing up as a single and understand I’ll be matched up in a group with five others. 

Name:______________________________ Ph:_______________ Email:______________ 

 Best time/method to contact:______________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________  

 

Would you like to be the first host of your Dinners For 6 group? ________________________  

Food or pet allergies? (explain) ________________________________________________  

Other helpful information we should know? _______________________________________  

 

* Place in offering plate, deliver to church office or e-mail to opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net 




