
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

– Gathering in Faith – 
 Gathering Music  

 Welcome & Announcements (Please remember to pass the Friendship Folder) 

* Giving Praise to God Wells: “Mighty to Save” on screen 

   “Cornerstone” on screen 

  Kiester:   “My Hope Is Built” # 368 

* Call to Worship   (Psalm 91:2; Romans 10:9, 13) 

One: Let us worship God. 

All: “He is our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust.” 

One: Let us confess with our mouths, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in our hearts that God 

raised him from the dead. 

All: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

One: Let us call upon our true God, believing him in our hearts, confessing him with our 

words, worshiping him in spirit and in truth. 

* Passing the Peace 

Time with the Children 

 Prayers of the People  

– Hearing Our Faith Story – 

 Scripture Lesson  Isaiah 53:6-11 (CEB) O.T. 684W, 646K 

* Hymn “Lamb of God” # 2113 

* Gospel Lesson * John 1:29-34 (CEB) N.T. 92W, 85K 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon  “The Beginning of the End” Pastor Chris Leistra 

– Stewards of Faith – 
Invitation to the Offering  

Offering our Gifts of Faith 

 Offertory Music  (as we present our gifts of faith) 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving:  

One: O Lord our God, the author and giver of all good things, we thank you for all your 

mercies, and for your loving care over all your creatures. 

All: We bless you for the gift of life, for your protection round about us, for your 

guiding hand upon us, and for the signs of your love in our lives. 

In all these things, O heavenly God, make us wise for a best use of your gifts, that 

we may give acceptable thanksgiving unto you all the days of our lives, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

– Sending Forth – 
* Benediction  

One: Tender and compassionate God, you long to gather us in your arms. 
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All: Draw us to yourself in love, surround us with your grace, and keep us in the shelter 

of your wings so that in our time of testing we may not fall away. Amen. 

* Hymn of Going Forth “Step By Step” on screen 

* Postlude – The Church Scatters for Ministry . . . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Welcome to worship and Christian fellowship, brothers and sisters. We gather to praise the 
living Lord! Everyone is invited for coffee, both before and after the 9:00 worship service at Wells 
and before the 10:30 am service at Kiester.  

Keep in your prayers this week:  The Johanson family on the passing of Glenn’s mother, Gladys; 
Karen Gimberline; all those who are dealing with loss, poor health, pain, or family crisis; our 
missionaries, Gordy & Ardell Graner; those in the military and their families. 

The nursery (W) will welcome children from birth to age 4 during worship on Sunday mornings. 
Children may be signed in before church or if they become fussy during worship they may be 
dropped off anytime during the hour. The nursery is on the south side of the entryway. The 
attendants today are Katie Hueper and Grace Mithun—thank you! 

Hearing Assist Devices (W) are located at the rear usher’s table and are available for anyone 
who would like to use them during the worship service. Ask an usher to assist you if you need. 
When you are finished with them, leave them sit on your chair or pew and we will sanitize them to be 
ready for the next user. 
 

Announcements 

Bridal Shower for Julia Stenzel is rescheduled – again – Because of the weather, the open 

house bridal shower for Julia Stenzel that was rescheduled for today, March 10, is postponed until 

a later date. Please stay tuned. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Thank you all for your support at the Baked Potato Dinner fundraiser for the Open Doors music 

program last Sunday. If you were not able to attend the potato dinner, donations are still accepted 

at any time. Simply mark your envelope clearly for “Music Fund” and make check out to Open 

Doors UMC. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Opportunities to observe Lent:   

Tuesdays, 7:00 am ............. Men’s Lenten Prayer Breakfast, varying locations. March 12 is at Our 

Savior’s Lutheran, 605 W State St., Kiester. 

Wednesdays, 12:00 pm ... Lenten Lunch at the Kiester Campus 

 12:30pm ..... Lenten study following lunch: The Prodigal God – Recovering the Heart of 

the Christian Faith.   Explore the parable of the prodigal son and how it 

reflects on our relationship with the triune God who calls us to align our 

lives to Christ. This book will challenge both the devout and skeptics to 

see Christianity in a whole new way. 

 5:45 pm ..... Pastor Chris continues the study of the week’s topic of The Story at the 

Wells Campus Hospitality Room. Come join in! 

The special Lenten offering this year will go to support our missionaries, Gordon and Ardell 

Graner, serving in Dominican Republic. We have a covenant relationship with them, which 

amounts to $1365. Please use the purple-bordered “Lenten Offering” envelopes. 

Start a devotional habit for Lent – Pick up a copy of the Upper Room for March/April. $1.25 each 

or $1.50 for large print. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

In two weeks is SERVE DAY! On March 24 we will have a short worship time that will lead into 

a morning of serving – doing things for someone else. It lets everyone experience serving as 

worshiping and worshiping as serving. At the conclusion of our Serve Day will be a lunch for us 

all to gather together in fellowship and share our stories of service. Please sign up for the 

project of your choice! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Local Emmaus Gathering – March 10 – Are you looking to strengthen your spiritual journey? 

Are you looking to have a deeper relationship with God? “Walk to Emmaus” is an experience of 

Christian spiritual renewal and formation that begins with a 3-day short course in Christianity. 



There is a new group forming in Wells for all men and women of all denominations who have 

previously attended a walk AND for any church members who may be curious and want to find 

out more about what the walk to Emmaus is all about. 

The kick-off meet and greet will be held March 10, 4:00-5:30 p.m. at The Bean Coffee House 

in Wells. This will be a very informal but important meeting. We will be gathering information 

and discussing how we want to plan for the following year. Please RSVP to Karen Stenzel at 507-

383-8762. If you would like to be included in this group, but are unable to attend this meeting, 

please notify Karen or Sarah, at the church office. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Thanks to Thrivent and a few of its members, Open Doors UMC has received $157.00 in Choice 

Dollars® grant funds as of March 6. If you are an eligible Thrivent Financial member who has 

Choice Dollars available, you have until March 31, 2019, to direct any remaining 2018 Choice 

Dollars. Directing Choice Dollars is easy. Simply go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and 

find program terms and conditions. Search for Open Doors United Methodist Church in the 

organizations. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Mission Kids will meet this Thursday, March 14. Come to church after school for a snack and then 

we’ll go to Parkview nursing home to sing and give some piano performances. Parents can pick 

up their children at church by 5:00, or earlier at Parkview. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Taking RSVPs for Women’s Day, April 13 – Get ready for a fun day out with the ladies! 

Women’s Day is Saturday, April 13 from 9:00-2:00 at The Bean in downtown Wells. Rachel Britz 

will be the featured speaker. You’ll enjoy her stories of sheep, trust, and the Good Shepherd. She 

is also a cookie decorator and will lead a mini DIY workshop on cookie decorating. The cost is 

$20 and includes coffee & treats (specialty drinks for $5 more), speaker, DIY cookie decorating 

workshop, worship, and lunch. Deadline to register is April 1. Contact Sandy Youngblom at 507-

525-2401 or Katie Hueper 763-300-4955. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

The new Camp Minnesota brochures are here and registrations are open for the 2019 season! 
Check out all the summer camps available for children, youth, families, and adults at three 
beautiful MN locations. Register before April 30 to take advantage of early bird incentives. “Bring-
a-friend,” someone new to any Camp Minnesota camping event in the last 3 years, and get $25 off 
your registration fee. The United Methodist Women of Wells will give $75 scholarships upon 
request for children & youth attending a UMC camp. Make some memories this summer at church 
camp! 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
150 Years of United Methodist Women – On March 23, 1869, eight women gathered and 

organized the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, the first of many Methodist women’s mission 

organizations. Their Call To Action: hearing about the health and education needs of women in 

India. Their response: raising money to send a doctor, Clara Swain, and a teacher, Isabella Thoburn, 

to serve them. United Methodist women is their successor and we celebrate 150 years of changing 

the lives of women, children, and youth. From the beginning and continuing today, United 

Methodist Women members have led the way: from founding schools to interrupting the school-to-

prison pipeline, from founding clinics and hospitals to working towards maternal and child health.  

   The Wells unit of United Methodist Women will celebrate the 150th anniversary of UMW on Sunday, 

March 24 with a special coffee hour held in the basement fellowship hall after worship. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Considering educational options for your children? Genesis Classical Academy Open House 
Informational Night will be held Tuesday, March 12 at 6:30 pm, with tours offered at 6 pm. Genesis 
Classical Academy (211 6th St NW, Winnebago, MN) is a non-denominational, Christian school that 
provides an exceptional academic education and a safe and nurturing environment for children. 
Grade levels offered for 2019-2020 will be preschool through grade 8. Tuition assistance is 
available. All parents or grandparents of prospective students and interested community members 
are invited to attend the event. For more information, call 507-893-3600 or visit 
www.genesisclassical.com. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Hospice & Palliative Care Volunteer Training. Have you ever felt called to pay it forward? 
Consider training as a hospice and palliative care volunteer with Mayo Clinic Health System 
Hospice - Mankato. Our volunteers play an integral role in caring for seriously and terminally ill 
patients and their families. Life’s final journey is a sacred time and hospice volunteers are 



privileged to be part of it, through visiting, listening, playing games, doing legacy work, or just 
offering a supportive presence.  

We are looking for men and women to volunteer in all of our service areas. Volunteer training 
is scheduled for Monday and Tuesday, April 8 & 9, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., and Wednesday, April 
10, from 9 a.m. – noon. It’s recommended that trainees plan to attend all three days of training. 
This will be held at the MEC Meeting/Community Room, Suite 354, Madison East Center, 1400 
Madison Ave., Mankato. Use the NW entrance, near Hooligan’s. Please join us. It’s a great way to 
pay it forward!  

For more information or to request an application, please call Sheila Skilling, Hospice 
Administrative Assistant, at 507-594-7255 or email her at Skilling.Sheila@mayo.edu. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Feeding Our Neighbors in Need – Fundraiser for USC Backpack Program and Wells Area Food 
Shelf, Sunday, March 17 at USC School Auditorium. 11:00-1:00 $5 chicken sandwich meal. 
Variety program begins at 1:30 pm. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Lunch & Learn – March 21  The public is invited to have lunch and learn about devices and 

technology to help those with hearing loss. Presented by representatives from the Deaf & Hard of 

Hearing Services and sponsored by Interfaith Caregivers. This will be held in the basement of 

Open Doors UMC–Wells on Thursday, March 21, from 12-1pm. $4 suggested. Call to RSVP 507-

526-4684. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Today, Sunday, March 10 
W  9:00 am Worship, The Story #16  
 10:00 am Adult Study / Sunday School  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
K 9:15 am The Story Adult Study  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship, The Story #16  
4:00 pm Emmaus Gathering at The Bean 

Monday, March 11 
9:00-4:30 Bishop’s Clergy Gathering in Cities 
W 4:00 pm Community Chimes practice 

Tuesday, March 12 
7:00 am Lenten Men’s Breakfast at Our 

Savior’s Lutheran, Kiester 
9:30-11:30 Coffee with Pastor Chris at The Bean 
2-5:30 pm Diaper Mission work day  
W 6:30 pm Sounds of Praise practice 

Wednesday, March 13 
W  9:00 am Staff meeting 
K 12:00 pm Lenten Luncheon 
 12:30 pm Lenten Study, “The Prodigal God” 
W 3:15 pm Pioneer Clubs 
 5:00-6:15 Supper 
 5:15 pm Praise Team practice 
 5:45 pm The Story adult study 
 6:15 pm Youth Group 
 7:00 pm Adult Choir practice 

Thursday, March 14 
W 3:15 pm Mission Kids 
K 6:30 pm Ministry Council at Kiester 

Friday-Saturday, March 15-16 
Ignite Youth Leadership Conf. in Des Moines  

Saturday, March 16 
Kiester-For-A-Cure 

Sunday, March 17 
W  9:00 am Worship, The Story #17  
 10:00 am Adult Study / Sunday School  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 
K 9:15 am The Story Adult Study  
 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship, The Story #17  
11:30-1:00 Wells Area Food Shelf/CFSH 

fundraiser at USC 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Wells 
Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist ...................................................... Jan Johanson 
Cross Bearer ............................................ Kylie Fordham 
Acolytes .......................... Addison & Brayden Mithun 
Scripture Reader ................................... Kent Viesselman 
A/V ............................... Sarah Hankerson, RJ Fordham 
Projection ................................................... Kevin Stenzel 
Ushers ................................... Bob Clark, Darrin Hueper  
Greeters ........................ Betty Culbertson, Deb Lackey, 
 JoEtta Doolittle, Sue Schuster 
Nursery ............................. Katie Hueper, Grace Mithun 
Coffee Servers .............................................................................. tbd 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Kiester 

Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist ......................................................... Jan Johanson 
Scripture Reader ............................................ Rich Goggin 
Greeters/Ushers ..................... Larry & Nancy Hummer 
Coffee Servers ........................ Larry & Nancy Hummer 

 
Birthdays This Week:  

March 10 ........... Leah Meyer, Darlene Redman 
March 11 ........... Pat Mithun 
March 12 ........... Jaunice Gerber, Joy Krosschell 
March 15 ........... Kara Christianson, Deb Lackey, 

Sarah Hankerson, Bronson 
Musser 

March 17 ........... Pat Hamson 
 

Wednesday Meal:  
March 13 supper will feature brats & hotdogs 
cooked on the grill, chips and fresh veggies 
prepared & served by Don & Karen Stenzel. Serving 
is from 5:00-6:15 at the Wells Campus. 

 
Please note that the children’s bulletins 
available in the sanctuary for children 3-6 and 
7+ correspond to the theme of the week of The 
Story. Encourage your children to take one to 
reinforce the Bible story. 
There are also puzzles for adults for each 
chapter of The Story. Test your memory & 
reading skills! 
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