
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

– Gathering in Faith – 
 Gathering Music  

 Welcome & Announcements (Please remember to pass the Friendship Folder) 

* Giving Praise to God Wells: “My Life Is in You, Lord” # 2032 

   “Everlasting” on screen, #3021 

  Kiester:   “Take My Life, and Let It Be” # 399 

* Call to Worship   

One: We give thanks to you, God our Father, for mercy that reaches out, for patience that 

waits our returning, for your love that is ever ready to welcome sinners. 

All: We praise you that in Jesus Christ you came to us with forgiveness, and that, by 

your Holy Spirit, you move us to repent and receive your love. 

One: Though we are sinners, you are faithful and worthy of all praise. 

All: We praise you, great God, in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Passing the Peace 

Time with the Children 

 Prayers of the People 

– Hearing Our Faith Story – 

 Scripture Lesson  Judges 4:4-9, 16:2-9 (CEB) O.T. 220W, 216K 

* Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” # 110, verses 1 & 2 

* Gospel Lesson * Luke 8:1-8 (CEB) N.T. 67W, 61K 

One: The Word of God for the people of God.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon  “A Few Good Men . . . and Women” Pastor Chris Leistra 

– Stewards of Faith – 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offering our Gifts of Faith 

 Offertory Music  (as we present our gifts of faith) 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving:  

One: Give to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him. 

All: We will sacrifice a thank offering to God and call on the name of the Lord. We will 

fulfill our vows to the Lord, in the presence of all God’s people. 

One: Let each of us use whatever gift we have received, faithfully sharing God’s grace in 

many forms. 

All: Freely we have received; freely we will give. 

– Sending Forth – 
* Benediction  

One: We thank you Jesus 
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All: For hearing us when cry out to you, 

 For feeding us when our hands were yet unclean, 

 For welcoming us when we were yet strangers, 

 For never turning away from us, this day and forever. 

* Hymn of Going Forth “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” # 2153 

* Postlude – The Church Scatters for Ministry . . . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Beloved children of God: Welcome to Open Doors United Methodist Church as we 
worship in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Everyone is invited 
for coffee, both before and after the 9:00 worship service at Wells and before the 10:30 am 
service at Kiester.  

Keep in your prayers this week:  All those who are dealing with loss, poor health, pain, or family 
crisis; our missionaries, Gordy & Ardell Graner; those in the military and their families. 

The nursery (W) will welcome children from birth to age 4 during worship on Sunday mornings. 
Children may be signed in before church or if they become fussy during worship they may be 
dropped off anytime during the hour. The nursery is on the south side of the entryway. The 
attendants today are Amy & Hailey Chandler—thank you! 

Hearing Assist Devices (W) are located at the rear usher’s table and are available for anyone 
who would like to use them during the worship service. Ask an usher to assist you if you need. 
When you are finished with them, leave them sit on your chair or pew and we will sanitize them to be 
ready for the next user. 
 

Announcements 

Today we recognize United Methodist Student Day: Your donation will provide scholarships 
and student loans for passionate United Methodist students to make it possible for them to 
change the world through a life of service for Christ.  

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Barb Halvorsen has moved to an apartment at Knutson Place in Albert Lea. Her new address is: 
801 Luther Place, Apt. 212, Albert Lea, MN 56007. She’d love to keep in touch with her church 
family. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Follow along as we continue with THE STORY! If you would like a book ($5) or Study Guide 

($8), pick one up from the table in the back of the sanctuary at Wells, or contact the church 

office. Puzzles for each week’s chapter are also available. Try them out to test your knowledge 

and have a little fun at the same time! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Wednesday supper – Thanks for the great response to our need for Wednesday supper cooks! 

We’re good until the end of March, except January 23 is open yet, and we need a snack 

provider for that day, too. If you can help us out, please sign up on the bulletin board or contact 

the church office. Thank you! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Next Sunday, January 20 – Open Doors UMC All-Church Potluck and Annual Meeting  Come 

celebrate all that we have to be thankful for in our church, its ministries and people, and look 

forward to the new year and what God’s discernment for our church will be. We are alternating 

locations, last year it was in Kiester, so this year it is in Wells. Included in our celebration will be an 

always-fabulous pot-luck dinner at 11:50, or as soon as Kiester worshipers can get here. Bring a 

dish to pass and your own dishes (or disposable will be available, too). The meeting will begin at 

12:45 pm. As part of the meeting, Pastor Chris will lead a conversation on A Way Forward, 

helping us be aware of and prepare for the important decisions to be made at the Special General 

Conference February 23-26, 2019, that should hopefully resolve the contentious struggle with the 

issue of human sexuality. Information sheets on the three church plans are available at each 

location, and explained in greater depth at https://tinyurl.com/threeplans. Join the United 

Methodist community as we Pray Our Way Forward. A calendar sign-up sheet will be available to 

commit to praying for our church for a particular time or day for the month leading up to the 

Special Session. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

https://tinyurl.com/threeplans


Ministry area chairpersons and treasurers, please have your 2018 summary reports turned 

into the office by tomorrow, January 14. Email to opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net. Thank you! 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Like the convenience of E-giving, but miss putting something in the offering plate? 
We have new “I give electronically” cards just for you (Wells site). Pull one out of a pew 
pocket and place it in the offering plate as it goes by.  

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Congratulations to Nicole & Frank Carlson of White Bear Lake on the birth of their 
daughter, Halle Jean Carlson, on Tuesday, January 8. Halle was 8 lbs., 6 oz. and was 19.5“ 
long. She is welcomed home by big sister Quinn, age 2. Proud grandparents are Dean & 
Sandy Youngblom. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Serve Day will be Sunday, March 24.  We’re looking for ideas of projects to do. Please 
brainstorm and connect with Sandy Youngblom. A planning meeting will be held soon.  
   Thrivent has a generosity program called the Thrivent Action Team program. If you’re a 

Thrivent member, you have access to seed money to use for service projects. Our “Serve Day” 

would qualify for the funds. Please talk to Sandy Youngblom about that possibility. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Jan./Feb. Upper Room daily devotionals are available to pick up in the entryway or north hall. 

Start your new year off right with daily devotions. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Mission Fundraiser – The tri-parishes of St. Joseph, St. Matthew, and St. Teresa are having a 
Soup, Salad, and Bread Bar fundraiser at Maggie J’s Restaurant in Mapleton to raise funds to 
purchase building materials for a mission trip to Belize in February. All are invited on Monday, 
January 14, 5-7pm. Adults $9.95, kids 12 & under &6.95. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • •  
 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sunday, January 13 – UM Student Day 
W  9:00 am Worship  

 10:00 am Adult Study / Sunday School  

 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 

K 9:15 am The Story Adult Study  

 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  

Monday, January 14 
W  4:00 pm Community Chimes practice 
 6:30 pm Meetings: Trustees, SPRC, Finance 

Tuesday, January 15 
10:00-11:30 Coffee with Pastor Christ at The Bean 
W 6:30 pm Sounds of Praise practice 

Wednesday, January 16 
W  9:00 am Staff meeting 

 3:15 pm Pioneer Clubs 
 5:00-6:15 Supper 

 5:15 pm Praise Team practice 
 6:15 pm Youth Group 

 7:00 pm Adult Choir practice 
Thurs.-Fri., January 17-18 
Pastor at Clergy Leadership Academy  

Thurs.-Sun., January 17-20 
Men’s Walk to Emmaus 

Sunday, January 20 – Annual Meeting Day 
W  9:00 am Worship  

 10:00 am Adult Study / Sunday School  

 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship 

K 9:15 am The Story Adult Study  

 10:00 am Coffee Fellowship  
 10:30 am Worship  
W  11:50 am Pot-Luck Dinner 
 12:45 pm  Annual Meeting and “A Way 

Forward” Talk  

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Wells 
Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist ...................................................... Jan Johanson 
Cross Bearer ........................................... Brooklyn Miller 
Acolytes ...................... Jaiden Gossen, Ally Mersman 
Scripture Reader ......................................... Sherry Asmus 
A/V ................................... William Healey, RJ Fordham 
Projection ................................................... Kevin Stenzel 
Ushers ................................ Mickey Ellsworth, Bob Clark 
Greeters .............................Joyce Frederick, Anne Feist, 
 Sarah Hankerson, Deb Lackey 
Nursery ...................................... Amy & Hailey Chandler 
Coffee Servers ........................... Martin & Michelle Healey 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS – Kiester 

Pastor .......................................Rev. Christopher Leistra 
Organist .................................................... Staci Thompson 
Scripture Reader ............................................... Don Nickel 
Greeter/Usher ............................... Don & Wendy Nickel 
Coffee Servers .... Marge Mutschler & Priscilla Holst 

 

Birthdays This Week:  
January 13 ....... Alan Yokiel 
January 14 ....... David Kirschner, Avery 

Schroeder 
January 15 ....... Carrell Bathke, Christine 

Whitcomb, Abby Wedin, 
Makinlee Gossen 

January 17 ....... Melissa Kruse 
January 18 ....... Darin Johnson, Tyra Johnson 

Wednesday meal:  

January 16 supper will feature hot turkey 
sandwiches, prepared & served by Jay & Sharon 
Miller. Serving is from 5:00-6:15 at the Wells 
Campus. 
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SUB ORDER FORM – Orders due Feb. 1, pick up Feb. 3. 

One sandwich per order form.   

Name:________________________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________________________ 

___ I will pick up my subs       ____ Please deliver to above address. Ph:____-_____ 

___ Please deliver to Open Doors UMC – Kiester Campus 

Circle Size:       6-inch - $7.00 (plus 1 free cookie)      15-inch party sub - $20.00 (plus 4 free cookies) 

Circle Ingredients: Ham       Turkey       American Cheese       Swiss Cheese 

 Lettuce       Tomato       Onions       Pickles       Black Olives 

 Green Olives       Jalapenos       Mayo       Mustard 

 

SUPER SUNDAY SUBS 
February 3 

Sub Sandwiches The Open Doors UMC Youth Group will be selling subs for “Super 

Bowl Sunday,” February 3. Proceeds will go towards the summer mission trips and other 

youth activities.  

To order: –  Call the church office at 553-5453, or 

– Fill out the order form below and drop it in the offering plate or mail or 

bring it to the church office, or 

– E-mail your order to the church office at opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net.  

– More forms are available on the bulletin board in the church lobby. Or 

make copies of the one below. 

Order your subs by Friday, February 1! 

Pick Up: On Sunday, February 3 in the Wells Campus basement from 10:00-11:00 am 

 Free delivery within Wells by request. 

 There will be a delivery to Open Doors UMC – Kiester Campus. 

 Make checks out to Open Doors UMC Youth Group. 

Thank you for your support!!! 
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