
U GUNNAR WALENTINE FREY, JR. March 18, 1921 – November 29, 2017

A man of integrity and character, Gunnar was a deeply respected active citizen of Wells. After
serving during WWII in the U.S. Army Air Corps, he earned a Master’s degree, married the love
of his life, started a family, and began his 68 year career as a teacher. Gunnar partnered with
Lyle Wright to open the A&W Drive-In. Decades of service to Wells included years as Mayor,
Utilities Commissioner, Lions charter member, lifetime VFW and American Legion member
and other community committees. He was chosen Grand Marshall of the Kernel Days Parade
— twice! A lifelong member of the United Methodist Church, Gunnar served as trustee,
volunteered on committees and drove members to church. He had a passion for life fully lived:
swimming, golfing, playing cards, calling Bingo, traveling, and watching birds. Always engaged
and curious, he found the good in all around him. A man of faith with a heart as big as the world,
those who knew Gunnar could say he truly loved his family and his LORD …
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; Bless all
the dear children in Thy tender care, And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there.

_ from the song Away In a Manger by Charles H. Gabriel, 1892

U MARIAN JAEHN GAARD June 15, 1920 – June 22, 2018
To think of Marian is to remember her sweetness, kindness and willingness to help others. As
a dedicated employee she worked 31 years before retiring. A faithful homemaker, Marian grew
the best cucumbers and canned other vegetables. She was known for her homemade pies, Ginger
Creams, and anything with chocolate frosting! She had perfect penmanship, was “neat as a pin”
and kept things “just so”. Marian liked listening to music, watching the birds, and going for
walks to enjoy GOD’s creation …
He speaks, and the sound of His voice, Is so sweet the birds hush their singing, And the melody
that He gave to me Within my heart is ringing. And He walks with me, and He talks with me, And
He tells me I am His own; And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.

_ from the hymn In the Garden by C. Austin Miles, 1912

U DONALD ARTHUR GERBER September 5, 1934 – August 13, 2018
Born to work the land, Don was a lifelong farmer. His even temperament was well suited to the
seasons and cycles that come with farming and gardening. He taught life-skills as a 4-H leader,
was a member of the church council and served as treasurer. Upon retiring, he and the love of
his life moved to Wells and wintered in Arizona. In addition to spending time with his family,
Don enjoyed a variety of activities, including golfing, bowling, dancing — even water skiing!
Faithful to his LORD, his family and the land, Don’s final harvest came and he is now gathered
to his heavenly home to be with GOD …
We would thy stewards be, holding in trust from Thee, All Thou dost give; Help us in love to
share, Teach us like Thee to care, That earth may all be fair, and all may live.

_ from the hymn God of the Fertile Fields by Georgia Harkness, 1955

U FREDERIC HOCKENHULL January 5, 1952 – December 22, 2017
Gentle, kind and dedicated are words often used to describe Fred. He was a modest man who
enjoyed simple pleasures: outdoor walks, cribbage games, collecting coins, playing piano. A
caring and accepting man, Fred knew the importance and value of relationships. He loved life
and nurtured those around him. He cherished his family and was loyal to his friends. Ever true
to all in his life, Fred is now in the company of the most faithful FRIEND of all ……
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer. Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

_ from the hymn What a Friend We Have in Jesus by Joseph M. Scriven, 1855

U MARY GENEVIEVE NELSON December 8, 1917 – February 26, 2018
Homebody is not a word that comes to mind when thinking of Mary. Though she lived her entire
life in southern Minnesota, Mary broadened her horizons. With her husband or her sister Mary
visited all 50 states and every Canadian province. She visited every presidential library and even
had her photo taken with George HW Bush at his library! Closer to home, Mary worked as a
bookkeeper, and served as president for the Wells Hospital Auxiliary. She was an active member
of United Methodist Women, served as treasurer, and loved arranging flowers for the church.
Her love for her family kept Mary traveling for visits and important events. Having lived a long
full life, Mary has flown to her eternal home to rest on GOD’s celestial shore …
Some glad morning when this life is o’er, I’ll fly away; To a home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll
fly away. When the shadows of this life have gone, I’ll fly away; Like a bird from prison bars has
flown, I’ll fly away. I’ll fly away, Oh Glory, I’ll fly away; When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, I’ll
fly away. _ from the hymn I’ll Fly Away by Albert E. Brumley, 1929

U CLARENCE HOWARD WECKWERTH December 29, 1924 – January 11, 2018
A man of simple tastes, Clarence kept his roots in southern Minnesota. His home was the family
farm which he worked as long as his health allowed. Clarence enjoyed being outdoors,
especially fishing — even in the winter. He listened to old time music and danced with his
loving and devoted wife. His life had both hardships and joys. Clarence is now resting safely in
the arms of his heavenly FATHER …
Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; Nestling bird nor star in Heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given. … Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children
sever; Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He knoweth.

_ from the hymn Children of the Heavenly Father by Karolina W. Sandell-Berg, 1858
translated from Swedish to English by Ernst W. Olson, 1925



May GOD grant comfort and peace as warm memories surround us in our remembrances.
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As Christians we profess our belief in the COMMUNION OF SAINTS each time we confess our
faith through the APOSTLES’ CREED. This is that Great Cloud of Witnesses of which
Scripture speaks, those who have gone before us in the faith:

THE GREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES

HEBREWS 11
1Faith means being sure of the things we hope for and knowing that something is real even
if we do not see it. 2Faith is the reason we remember great people who lived in the past. …

HEBREWS 12
1We are surrounded by a great cloud of people whose lives tell us what faith means. So let
us run the race that is before us and never give up. We should remove from our lives
anything that would get in the way and the sin that so easily holds us back. 2Let us look only
to Jesus, the One who began our faith and who makes it perfect. He suffered death on the
cross. But he accepted the shame as if it were nothing because of the joy that God put before
him. And now he is sitting at the right side of God’s throne. 3Think about Jesus’ example.
He held on while wicked people were doing evil things to him. So do not get tired and stop

trying. _ NEW CENTURY VERSION
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FOR ALL THE SAINTS

For all the saints, who from their labors rest, Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. Alleluia, Alleluia! 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; All are one
in Thee, for all are Thine. Alleluia, Alleluia!

_ from the hymn For All the Saints by William W. Howe, 1864

All Saints Sunday
NOVEMBER 4, 2018

WELCOME. We are honored by your presence among us this morning. 
We observe this morning ALL SAINTS SUNDAY. November 1st is ALL SAINTS DAY, the
Church’s Memorial Day — a day of remembrance for all the saints, drawing upon the New
Testament understanding of saints being all Christian people of every time and every place.
We who are Christians celebrate the Communion of Saints as we remember those who have
died in the faith of Christ. We rejoice, too, in what Christ has done in and through the
witness of each of us — and all the saints — throughout the ages. On ALL SAINTS SUNDAY,
we affirm our faith as we confess: I believe in the communion of saints …
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A THOUGHT TO PONDER

The only difference between the saint and the sinner is that every saint has a past and every

sinner has a future. _ Oscar Wilde
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A PRAYER FOR ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

Gracious God, hear us as we pray for those who now worship with us only in spirit. May
they all know eternal rest and may they stand with all your saints forever. A time of silence
to name your loved ones in your heart. Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of these lives
to our living and loving. They’ve made our world richer by their presence. We thank you for
the promise that their deaths will not be swallowed up, for we have victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Now make us sensitive to the saints who live among us, whose witness and
example add to our growth in faith. We praise you for allowing us to be part of so great a
company, all precious in your sight. Amen!


