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MAY 2022 

 Growing in love of  
 God and neighbor,  
 Reaching new  
 people, and Healing  
 a broken world. 

Outreach of the United Methodist Churches 
of Wells and Kiester, Minnesota  

LET US PRESS ON TO 

KNOW THE LORD é 

HE WILL COME TO US  

LIKE THE SHOWERS,  

LIKE THE SPRING 

RAINS THAT WATER 

THE EARTH.  
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

       It is so nice to have the sun starting to show its face longer 
each day again, and because it is, our days are starting to be 
warmer. I love the month of May for a lot of reasons. For one 
thing, it is then that spring seems to finally set-in and the promise 

of summer starts to show in the blooming of flowers, and the grass usually turns a nice 
color of green. Of course, it all depends on the year and this one is shaping-up to be a slow 
move to summer-like weather, but as always, in Godôs time it will happen.  

May is also the month that Confirmation class will complete their time together. Soon 
afterward, our Youth Group activities will wrap-up for the summer. We hope to have the 
opportunity to do more with the youth in the summer months this year. I am sure their 
summer will be a busy time with family vacations, sports, and other warm weather activi-
ties that makes up the summertime. 

A few weeks ago, I was talking with the youth about dependability. We talked about 
how this is a part of being people of integrity and being such people, others will know that 
they can trust and rely on them. I think this is a very important message and one we all 

(Continued on next page.) 

May Worship Calendar 
Worship times & locations: 8:00 amðKiester; 9:30 amðWells 

May 1 ....... Easter 3 ð Communion ......................................................................................... (White) 

Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 1:5-6,10,12-13; Romans 1:3-6, 16-17; John 7:37-38 
Sermon: The Story, Ch. 29: ñPaulôs Mission:  Paul, the Discipleò 

May 8 ...... Easter 4 / Motherõs Day .......................................................................................... (White) 

 Scriptures: Acts 21:20-31, Mark 8:34-38 
 Sermon:  The Story, Ch. 30: ñPaulôs Final Days: Paul gives everything for the Gospelò 

May 15 .... Easter 5 / TJ Lewis Guest Preacher .................................................................... (White) 

 Scriptures: John 13:31-35  

May 22 Easter 6 / Graduate Recognition Sunday .......................................................... (White) 

 Scriptures: Isaiah; 41:9-10; Philippians 4:6-7; Matthew 5:13-16  

 Sermon:  ñCalled to be the Salt of the Worldò 

May 29 Ascension Sunday / Memorial Weekend ........................................................... (White) 

 Scriptures: Revelation 22:1-7; John 17:20-26 
 Sermon:  The Story, Ch. 31:  ñThe End of Time: From the Garden to the End 
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From the Pastor (Continued from page 2.) 

need to hear. As Christians we are called to live as the Body of Christ and as people of 
integrity. It is not always easy to describe what such behavior looks like; we best under-
stand it by how we experience it in the behavior of others. For example, I remember in 
high school that among my friends there were some of them that I could always rely on, 
and I knew they would be there for me. Even if there was not much going on, we would 
still stick together, unlike other friends who only showed-up occasionally and then would 
be quick to leave if what they thought was a ñbetterò thing came along. It seems that some 
of my friends wanted to make it a better time for everyone and others just wanted to be 
where they perceived it was better for them. One group of friends I could rely on and trust, 
and the others not so much. There is something about wanting to make a situation better 
and to be able to be relied on. It is like that saying, ñWe are always stronger together.ò We 
all need people we can depend on in our lives, and this is no less true in the life of the 
church.  

In life, like the seasons of the year, there are times we go through that feel-easy and 
kind of laid back feeling of summertime. But then there are those times where life gets 
harder to live through and if not careful, we may even lose sight of what it means to be 
people of integrity as followers of Christ. It is at such times in life that we need to be 
especially careful to have people in our lives who are dependable and who want to help to 
make things better. It is in working together and personally taking ownership of making 
things better for all that we make our whole church a better place to be. There is so much 
potential in the people of Open Doors of all ages. If we all live as people who ñown itò and 
have integrity in what we do, then when we show an act of kindness and love to others, we 
will become a people known for our love for God and our neighbors. 

                                                                     ~ Pastor 

 
 

WATCH your Thoughts:  They become Words. 

Watch your Words:  They become Actions. 

Watch your Actions:  They become Habits. 

Watch your Habits:  They become Character. 

Watch your Character:  It becomes your Destiny. 

. 



п 

 

Weôre extending the Wednesday supper sea-
son through the end of May! This can be a 
busy month, so let us do the cooking! All are 
welcome! Come as you are. Take-outs are 
available. 

{ǳǇǇŜǊ /ƻƻƪǎ 

aŀȅ п !ƭƛŎŜ hƭŜǎƻƴ ϧ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊτ¢ŀŎƻǎ 

aŀȅ мм aŜƭƛǎǎŀ ϧ WƻƘƴ YǊǳǎŜ 

aŀȅ му WŀŘŀ [ŀǳ 

aŀȅ нр YŀǝŜ IǳŜǇŜǊ  

Enjoy good food  
and good company! 
5:00-6:00 pm  

each Wednesday 

in the Wells  

Campus  

basement 

Jamaica Mission Trip 
At our last meeting, the people 

who attended decided to push the trip 
back another year. We will plan on 
going December (after Christmas) 
2023 to a few days into January of 
2024. This is for adults, youth who 
are at least in 10th grade (unless ac-
companied by a parent or grandpar-
ent). There will be a signup sheet on 
the bulletin board in the Wells cam-
pus entryway.  

Our next meeting to brainstorm 
ideas for fundraisers will be Wednes-
day, May 11 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
church fellowship hall. If you canôt 
attend but want to go, please let me 
know. My number is 507-525-2401 
(Sandy Youngblom).  

The reason for the change of 
dates, is in hopes that we can fully 
serve the orphans and the workers.  

       If youôve been to camp before, 
you know the adventure that awaits. 
If youôre considering camp for the 
first time, come and see what every-
one is talking about! Experience 
Christ, Creation, and Community 
with Camp Minnesota.  

Why Camp? Camp plays a vital part in a 
childôs development and education. Camp promotes communi-

ty, teaches critical thinking, embraces the natural environment, and helps create fu-
ture leaders, all in a safe, fun, and structured environment. Camp Minnesota events invite 
campers to develop a deeper connection with God. Time at camp can be one of the most 
powerful influences on an individualôs lifelong Christian discipleship and growth journey. 
Hearts and lives are changed forever at camp. 

Register now for summer camps and events at campminnesota.org. With events for 
all ages offered all summer long, there is something for everyone! Information is available 
in the new camp brochures in the entryway and on the campminnesota.org website.  

United Methodist WomenïWells offer $75 camp scholarships to UM camps. Contact 
Ruth Roesler, 553-3709. 
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Office Info 
Please call ahead whenever possible to make an 

appointment to meet in-person.  

Chris Leistra, Pastor 
Monday & Thursday:  9:30-10:30am and 2:00-4:30pm.  
Tuesday: 9-11am (Coffee at church); 2:00-4:30pm  

Wednesdays and other times by appointment. 
Cell: 920-765-3665 

E-mail: pastorumc@bevcomm.net 

Sarah Hankerson, Office Manager 
Office hours at church: M-F 9:30am-5pm  
Office: 507-553-5453; Cell: 507-317-4322 

E-mail: opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net 

Jan Johanson, Music Ministries 
Office hours at church: Wednesdays (flexible)  

Home: 507-553-5077 
E-mail: wellsumcmusic@gmail.com 

LaMar Johnson, Custodian, Wells 
Office hours at church: (flexible)  

Cell: 507-420-4588 

New Addresses 
Dean & Priscilla Holst are transitioning to 
a new home at Clark Crossings of Wells. 
They have each had short stays at Parkview, 
but once fully healed from recent falls, they 
are now at Clark Crossings together, Priscil-
la is in room 112 and Dean in room 116. The 
address is: Clark Crossings of Wells, 351 
2nd Ave NW, Wells, MN 56097. 
 

Donna Marie Winter 
Saint Therese Senior Living 
8000 Bass Lake Road, Room 156 
New Hope, MN  55428 
 

Dick & Rita Bebler 
14679 Europa Way 
Apple Valley, MN 55124 
  Rita says ñThank you for all the cards and 
prayers. I am doing so much better.ò 

 
Be careful how you live as you may be the 

only BIBLE that some people will ever read. 

Coffee  
With Pastor Chris 
Tuesdays at 9:00- 11:00 
May 10, 17 & 31 

In the 
Hospitality Room 

Open Doors ï Wells Campus 

Birthday Milestones 
There will be a card shower for LaVon 
Wegner, who will be turning 90 years old 
on May 14. To celebrate with her, birthday 
cards may be sent to: LaVon Wegner, 55 
10th St SE, Wells, MN 56097. 

Harriet Roesti Borst turned 100 years old on 
February 18th! She had a light stroke a couple 
years ago, but is doing well for 100. She 
greets all those who would remember her. 
Harrietôs first husband, Rev. Donald Roesti 
served the Wells EUB church from 1959-
1965 when he died suddenly. Cards can be 
sent to: Harriet Borst, 996 Southern Ridge 
Dr SW, Rochester, MN 55902-1852. 
 

Kitchen Update 
Work is progressing. Lau Builders is now 
taking on the project and KS Designs from 
Mapleton is doing the cabinets. The design 
plans are not quite finalized yet, but we 
have a good idea on price and timing. As of 
now, we think it should be done by late 
summer/early fall. 
 

Sermon Ideas 
Pastor Chris is interested in hearing ideas 
for sermon topics after he is finished with 
The Story. So, if you have some sugges-
tions of what you would like to hear, let 
him know by giving him a call or sending 
an email. 
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Lava Lava Luau  

Controlling Our Emotions  

Keeping cool when things get hot!  

Emotions are like a force of nature, but 
with Godôs help, we can learn to take 
control of our emotions before a storm 
hits! During our four days at the Lava 
Lava Luau, weôll see what Godôs Word 
says about anger, sadness, jealousy, and 
frustration and learn how we can respond 
to others who may be feeling these emo-
tions as well. In Lava Lava Luau VBS, 
kids will learn Biblical ways to express 
and deal with their emotions.  

So mark these dates on your calendar:  
Monday through Thursday, June 6-9, 
2022. 

The fun starts at 9:00 a.m. and will end at 
11:30 a.m.  

All children age 3 (potty trained) through 
grade 5 are invited. The cost will be $5 
per student. Scholarships are available if 
requested. 

To register, fill out the downloadable registration form at www.opendoorsumc.org/
childrenandyouth or call 507-553-5453. Please have registrations into the office by May 23. 
Register your children today for this life-changing adventure!  

 

Volunteers Needed! 

Weôre looking for adult and youth leaders and helpers to serve in the various stations 
and as crew leaders with the kids. Also we need volunteers for snack, registration, and skit 
actors. If you would like to be part of the fun, weôll find a place for you! Itôs a fun, busy 
week and the kids just love it! But it does take a lot of people working together to make it a 
success. Contact Katie Hueper, Sandy Youngblom, or Sarah Hankerson in the church office 
if you can help. 

WǳƴŜ с-ф 
фΥлл-ммΥолŀƳ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŀǾŜ ŦƻǊ ±.{ ŎǊŀƊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ 

/ŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ǘǳōŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ǌƻƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻǿŜƭǎ 
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Open Doors has lots of good books for 
you to check out of the library. Here are a 
couple new books at the Wells Campus 
library. Be the first to check them out! 
 

The Women of the Bible Speak ï The 
Wisdom of 16 Women and Their Lessons 
for Today   by Shannon Bream 

      People unfamiliar with Scripture often 
assume that women play a small, second-
ary role in the Bible. But in fact, they 

were central figures in numerous Biblical tales. It was Queen Estherôs bravery at a vital 
point in history which saved her entire people. The Bible contains warriors like Jael, judges 
like Deborah, and prophets like Miriam. The first person to witness Jesusô resurrection was 
Mary Magdalene, who promptly became the first Christian evangelist, eager to share the 
news which would change the world forever. 

In The Women of the Bible Speak, Fox News Channelôs Shannon Bream opens up the 
lives of sixteen of these Biblical women, arranging them into pairs and contrasting their 
journeys. In pairing their timeless stories, Shannon helps us reflect not only on the meaning 
of each individualôs life, but on how they relate to each other and to us. 

You can find this book on the shelves of fiction as you walk straight into the library. 
Fill out the library card and leave it in the card box on the desk. 

 

Indescribable: 100 Devotions for Kids About God and Science by 
Louie Giglio will engage curious minds and help them discover that 
Godôs design truly is awe-inspiring. In 100 devotions on topics such 
as creation, the universe, our amazing bodies, and weather, kids will 
understand what millions of adults have gleaned from Louie Giglioôs 
beloved message Indescribable. 
       Pastor and author Louie Giglio invites kids to think about the 
questions they encounter in day-to-day life and to find Godôs glory in 
creation in his first-ever childrenôs book, Indescribable.  
Full of fun four-color illustrations and 

amazing photography to capture the beauty and wonder of the 
world we live in, Indescribable promises to challenge kidsô 
understanding as well as encourage their faith in God the 
Creator. Each devotion includes a science section that can 
range from amazing facts to awesome experiments kids can 
do on their own or with the help of a parent. 

Did you know the Bible talks about dragons and dino-
saurs? Check out page 12 in Indescribable and Job 40 & 41. 

You can find this book on top of the childrenôs book 
case in the main level library. Fill out the library card and 
place in the clear box on top of the book rack. 
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Treasures & More  
    Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the success of this 
yearôs Treasures & More!   
    Many thank yous go to every-
one who came and shopped and 
to those who gave monetary do-
nations. 
    A big thank you to everyone 
who donated items for the sale, 
you really made it all possible! 
Some items were handmade cre-
ations, some specially purchased 
for resale, some were antiques, 
some pulled out from storage, 
some lovingly made fresh for 
eating. 
    A special thank you to all the 
angels who helped pull Open 
Doors Treasures & More togeth-
er before, during and after. We 
couldnôt have done it without 

youΗ 
    A report will be made when 
all the proceeds have been tal-
lied. Profits will go towards re-
modeling of the kitchen at the 
Wells Campus.  

And, in case a reminder is needed, if there are unsold items left, the person who do-
nated them gets to take them home. Please take items with you after the sale ends on Sun-
day, May 1. 

 

òBeing a mother is learning about strengths you didnõt know you had.ó ñLinda Wooten 

òWhen your mother asks, ôDo you want a piece of advice?õ itõs a mere 

formality. It doesnõt matter if you answer yes or no. Youõre going to 

get it anyway.ó ñErma Bombeck  

òThere is no way to be a perfect mother, and a million ways to be a good 

one.ó ñJill Churchill 
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W =Wells Site;  K =Kiester Site;  All other events at Wells site unless designated otherwise. 
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We have made it to our goal of $7,500! That is enough to build and ship one complete 
Safe T HomeÈ to Haiti. Open Doors United Methodists are truly generous in your example 
of Jesusô love to others. This is a huge gift to a family in Haiti who, once the home is con-
structed, will be safe from any hurricane, earthquake, or other disaster that Haiti will have 
to contend with. Thank you all for your generous donations!!!  

We will dedicate the Safe T Home we are supplying on Sunday, May 8, and blessing 
the family who will be receiving it.  

Hopefully we will learn more about progress of the homeôs construction and family 
who will live in it. Weôll keep you updated. 

Visit www.goservglobal.org and www.sukup.com/safe-t-home to learn more. 

Annual Commitment to Red Bird Mission is  
Nearly Complete 

As of April 24, we have received $1,060 for Red Bird Mission through the Lenten 
offering. We only have $145 to go! Help us reach the annual goal of $1,205 ($5 per 
member) that we need to fulfill our covenant of support. It was rewarding to know that 
so many of the congregation felt a connection to Red Bird and chose to vote for them as 
our Covenant Relationship mission. Please remember to support them in prayer as well 
as financially. 

There are several ways to give:  1) Use the special Lenten envelopes and give 
cash or check (made out to Open Doors UMC) and place in the offering chest or plate; 
2) Mail your donation to Open Doors and write ñLenten Offeringò in the memo line; 3) 
Give online at www.opendoorsumc.org/Giving; or 4) Use the ñVanco Mobileò 
smartphone app (download free from your app store). 

Safe T HomeÈ 

Ϸтрсл ƻƴ пκмтκнн 
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Annual Conference 2022 
       We are a people and a world in need of healing beyond 
our doing. God invites us to come sit by still waters, and to 
allow God to restore our soul.   
       ñThat is our hope for the 2022 annual conference ses-
sionðthat it will be one of deep community, experiencing 
the goodness of God who sets a table before us, and that we 
can enter into holy conversation with one another about the 
future of the Minnesota Annual Conference as we navigate 
this unique time we are in,ò said Rev. Cindy Gregorson, 

director of connectional ministries and clergy assistant to the bishop. 
Drawing on Psalm 23 and John 10:10-11, our theme is ñJesus: Healer.ò 
Itôs been almost three years since we last gathered in-person. ñWe have been through 

so much, and to be able to be in-person, in community, to see each otherôs faces, and to 
worship, sing, pray, laugh and play together will be a joy,ò said Gregorson.. 

The conference will meet in-person at the Rivers Edge Convention Center in St. 
Cloud May 24 and 25, and include: 

¶ a banquet and a time of remembering clergy and spouses who have died within the past 
year, and an opportunity to listen to guest musician Rachel Kurtz 

¶ table conversations about who and where we are and what weôve learned from the pandemic  

¶ a time to celebrate ministry milestones at the Service of Ordination and Commission-
ing, which will take place Tuesday evening, May 24  

¶ inspiring worship services, honoring retirees, and Bishop David Bardôs Episcopal Address  

¶ presentations and sharing in table conversations around the four parts of our aspiration-
al vision: rooted in Jesus, grounded in Wesleyan theology, inclusive of all, and engaged 
in the work of justice and reconciliation   

¶ a business session on Wednesday, May 25, where weôll vote on legislation, including 
the conference budget, and hear a couple of reports 

¶ ñJoy breaksò consisting of fun-filled, festive, uplifting activities between sessions  

As always, The Annual Conference Session will be streamed to the Minnesota Con-
ference Facebook page, and visitors will be able to watch at no cost. A Facebook account is 
not necessary to access the livestream. Go to www.facebook.com/MinnesotaUMC/ 

 
2022 Conference Love Offering 

Again this year, our Love Offering will fight food insecurity within Minnesota and in 
Appalachia. This yearôs recipients are:  

The Red Bird Missionary Conference ï 40% 
The Red Bird Missionary Conference, which is undergoing a revitalization process 

and will soon be called Central Appalachian Missionary Conference, is a United Methodist 

https://www.facebook.com/MinnesotaUMC/
https://www.facebook.com/MinnesotaUMC/
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Conference Love Offering (Continued from page 13.) 

community in the eastern Kentucky region. It acts 
as a hub to transport volunteers, ministry dollars, 
and hope to the places where they are needed most. 
Love Offering funds will be used for disaster re-
sponse after recent severe flooding damaged 
churches and homes.  

Minnesota Conference Holy Grounds at Cen-
tenary UMC, Mankato ï 17% 

As one of the signature ministries of Cen-
tenary UMC in Mankato, Holy Grounds serves a 
warm breakfast to 40 to 50 people six mornings a 
week. But Holy Grounds is about more than just 
the food; it has become an important resource in 
the community for relationship building, food se-
curity, and a place where all individuals are treated 
with respect and dignity. Holy Grounds provides a 
tangible way to live out the gospel call to love our 
neighbors as ourselves by feeding peopleôs minds, 
bodies, and spirits. The Love Offering will support 
the purchase of a new convection oven and help 
Holy Grounds shift into post-pandemic ministry.  

Simpson Food Pantry, Minneapolis ï 17% 

Simpson Food Pantry has been meeting the needs of food-insecure neighbors and 
families in South Minneapolis for 50 years. Demand has tripled since the start of the pan-
demic. Love Offering dollars will come at a most 
opportune timeðas the aging Simpson building 
will be razed to the ground, the food pantry will be 
thrust into the uncomfortable position of searching 
for (and suddenly handling the additional expenses 
of) a new, not-yet-determined location.  

West African Family and Community Food 
Shelf, Brooklyn Center ï 17% 

Brooklyn UMC in Brooklyn Center started a 
culturally-specific food shelf to serve its neighbors, 
primarily West African immigrants and low-income 
families. Recently, the food shelf has seen in-
creased need among other nationalities and ethnic groups, like South American, Caribbean, 
and Asian immigrants. The food shelf serves over 75 families each week and about 4,000 
households per year. Your donations will provide household items, hygienic products, and 
culturally-specific food items to this community.  


