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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

        Spring is starting to be in full swing and so, too, will all of 
our planning for what this summer will bring. My family and I are 
already planning a few getaways and a longer vacation. I am sure 
many of you are doing the same, but as we all know that takes 

time to plan and things that need to be done and to be scheduled. It is always difficult to 
believe how quickly the days go by and how much gets packed into them. With so much 
going on, I try to always be understanding of others’ schedule and their own time. With 
that in mind, I am going to remind us of a few policies that I have stated before, but it is 
always good to state them again.  

If you find yourself or a loved one in the hospital and you would like me to visit, I 
ask that you or a family member contact me to schedule a time/day for me to come. It is 
very common for people to spend only a short time in the hospital these days, so unless I 
am made aware I may not even know about you or your loved one being in the hospital. 
With current laws being what they are, hospitals will not give out information as to who or 
why someone is there so I cannot just show up. You can also contact me to let me know 
and I will pray for you or your loved one. 

If you or a loved one is homebound or in need of a visit to your or their house, then 
similar guidelines apply as to in the hospital. I will need you to request a visit by either 
contacting me directly or the office so we can schedule a visit. If it is in your or someone 
else’s home, I will need to have someone come with me, which is in line with best practic-
es of the United Methodist Church. This is a liability issue and I will always do my best to 
follow this.  

If you want to meet in my office, then I request that you call and make an appoint-
ment or come in during designated office hours. At the current time (I am writing this on 
4/21/2021), due to Covid, I am not keeping regular office hours but you can still make an 
appointment and we can meet with social distancing and masks. When we get to the blue 
phase of re-gathering, I will once again post my office hours by my door at the church. We 
can also meet via Zoom by appointment.  

Lastly, I want to talk about how to get a hold of me. My cell phone number 920-765-
3665 and is listed on the bulletins, newsletter and on the website. My official Open Doors 
email is pastorumc@bevcomm.net and is the preferred way to get ahold of me. You can 
also call the office and if I am in I will talk to you there or you can leave a message and I 
will get back to you. What I will not respond to is if something is mentioned to someone 
else or if I don’t know something first hand. This means contact me directly, not through 
someone else. All of the other employees of Open Doors know that and should direct you 
to speak to me.  

~ Pastor 

 
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks to God the Father through him  
Colossians 3:17 

mailto:pastorumc@bevcomm.net
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Worship Calendar & Schedule 

In-person worship with services at 

9:00 a.m. in Wells and 10:30 a.m. in Kiester 

Masks must be worn and 6-ft distancing must be followed. 

We still recommend caution, and for those in risk groups to worship from 
home. If at any time you are not feeling well, please stay home.  

9:00 am Live Streaming on YouTube & Facebook 
 

May 2 ................. Easter 5 / Communion 
 Scriptures:  Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7–21; John 15:1-8 
 Sermon:  “The Wisdom of the Ethiopian” 

May 9 ................. Easter 6 / Mother’s Day 
 Scriptures:  Acts 10:44-48; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 
 Sermon:  “May Your Joy Be Complete” 

May 16 ............... Ascension Sunday 
 Scriptures:  Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
 Guest Speaker:  TJ Lewis 

May 23 ............... Pentecost Sunday (wear something red) 
 Scriptures:  Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 
 Sermon:  “Our Teacher, Advocate, and Comforter” 
 Special Mission Speaker:  Tim Stromer, Jesus Food 

May 30 ............... Trinity Sunday / Memorial Sunday 
 Scriptures:  Isaiah 6:1-8; John 3:1-17 
 Sermon:  “The Holiness of God” 
 

ONLINE: Live at 9:00 am on Facebook and You Tube.  

  Go to www.opendoorsumc.org and click on the small Facebook or You Tube 
logos in the red menu bar. In YouTube, click on the red subscribe button and 
then the “bell” to be alerted every time we go live. The live video will be saved 
on both Facebook and YouTube for viewing later if you miss the live version. 

www.opendoorsumc.org –  The YouTube recording is linked to our website, 
so you can watch the service live here as well. 

Bevcomm Cable TV, Ch. 990: Tuesdays at 11:00 am and 8:00 pm and 
  Fridays at 6:00 pm 

Note:  If anyone without computer or cable service would like a DVD recording, they are 

available from the Open Doors’ church library in Wells. Contact the church office. 
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Jesus Food Fundraiser 
Sunday, May 23  

after church in Wells & Kiester 

Cinnamon Rolls and Coffee To Go!  
(Free will offering) 

For every $84 raised, one starving child will 
have enough food to eat for one entire year! 

Come and help feed starving kids! 
And don’t miss worship on May 23 when 

Tim Stromer will be at Open Doors to share 
about the mission of Jesus Food!  

Jesus Food 

Food for the body, food for the soul. 

Between 12,000 & 40,000 children under the age of 19 die every day from starvation 
& starvation-related diseases.* Jesus Food is a non-profit organization whose mission is to 
provide a fully nutritious meal every day to starving children of all ages around the world.  

Jesus Food is both physical food for the body and spiritual food for the soul.  
Teams of volunteers work in assembly lines to package the “miracle food”: 

• High protein soy, up to 52%, fortified with 9 vitamins and minerals 
• Premium long-grain rice 
• Dehydrated blend of six vegetables 
• Vegetarian, chicken flavoring with 21 vitamins & minerals 

The spiritual part of the food is the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Filling bellies is im-
portant, and an awesome work of God, but we believe that people all over the world need 
Jesus, who is called the “Bread of Life,” and that without Him, no one can come to heaven. 

As a service activity during Open Doors summer youth mission trip, the team will be 
packing meals at the Jesus Food facility in Mankato, 111 Summit Ave., on June 28 from 
6:00-8:00 pm. Everyone is welcome to 
come and pack. For only $84, Jesus 
Food will feed a starving child for a full 
year! That is just amazing! We are 
hoping to raise $84 per person who is 
working. If you cannot work that 
evening but would like to help children, 
you can donate money towards the cost 
of all the meals we will be packing. 

Tim Stromer, Director of Jesus 
Food, will speak at church on Sun-
day, May 23, 9:00 in Wells and 10:30 
in Kiester. He will share with us 
about how Jesus Food helps the 
children who are starving in the 
world.  

We will have a cinnamon roll and 
a coffee TO-GO fundraiser after church 
that day. And we hope you will help us 
raise money to feed starving children!!  

* These are estimates based on various figures, 
most of which do not include any information 
on children that are above the age of 5.  These 
figures are low based on all the relationships 
we have had over the past 40 years of people 
actually working with the starving.  
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Marlene Wedin 
Born April 14, 1936 

Died December 7, 2020 

A public memorial service for 
Marlene will be held Friday,  

June 4, 11:00 a.m. at Rosehill  
Cemetery, Wells. Please bring 

your own chair. 

 

New Address 
Marion Redman will move to Parkview 
Care Center on April 30 for a temporary 
stay to work on rehab. The address is 55 
10th St SE, Wells, MN 56097. Her cell 
phone is 507-320-2772. 
 

While Pastor is Away 
Pastor Chris and his family will be on 
vacation May 10-16. If you have any 
pastoral needs while he is away, please call the 
church office as we have other clergy on call. 
 

Sunday, May 23 
Wear Red for Pentecost! 

Do you have red flowers you can share? 

Office Info 

Please call ahead whenever possible to make an 
appointment to meet in-person. Masks required 

whenever two or more people meet. 

Chris Leistra, Pastor 
Working from home: Flexible hours or by appt. 

Cell: 920-765-3665 
E-mail: pastorumc@bevcomm.net 

Sarah Hankerson, Office Manager 
Office hours at church: M-F 10am-5pm (flexible)  

Office: 507-553-5453; Cell: 507-317-4322 
E-mail: opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net 

Sandy Youngblom, Youth & Family Min. 
Working mostly from church M-F (flexible)  
Cell: 507-525-2401; Office: 507-553-5453 

E-mail: photobug0608@yahoo.com 

Jan Johanson, Music Ministries 
Office hours at church: Wednesdays (flexible)  

Home: 507-553-5077 
E-mail: wellsumcmusic@gmail.com 

LaMar Johnson, Custodian, Wells 
Office hours at church: (flexible)  

Cell: 507-420-4588 

Worship Bulletins on Website 
Events and activities are slowly beginning to 
come back to Open Doors UMC. To keep up 
with all the happenings, you can view the 
announcements and the weekly church bulletin 
on the church website under Worship. All the 
service recordings are located there, as well. 
 

Looking for Summer Tech Team Help 

Projection Operators: We use the program Easy 
Worship. The Projection Operator cues the slides 
at the proper time. If you’re comfortable with 
computers, it’s pretty easy to learn. Sound 
Operators: Controls the audio levels of each mic. 
Video Operators: Operates the 2-camera video 
system with vMix software, which is the produc-
tion platform for mixing, switching, recording 
and LIVE streaming. Projection Design: Creating 
the worship slides and placing them into Easy 
Worship. Can be done at your home at the end of 
each week. Please contact Sarah Hankerson if 
you would like to serve in any of these ways and 
to arrange for training. 

REACH! Make More of Fall 2021: 
Relaunching Post-Pandemic Public Wor-
ship with Purpose. Now is the time to 
plan for our church to show radical hospital-
ity and invitation to our community. Watch 
the recording of this Welcome Back 
Weekend training. It provides some good 
ideas and a roadmap for us to use as we plan 
to engage new people in fall 2021!  

If you missed this webinar, the record-
ing is now available at https://
reachumc.org/webinars/.  
 

https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!yT6fBJMspRHJna8nWf7ObiEMWDts+HFt-qt64qZ-wnsUA9vtwZcUGGiV7xPP-O+iw
https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!yT6fBJMspRHJna8nWf7ObiEMWDts+HFt-qt64qZ-wnsUA9vtwZcUGGiV7xPP-O+iw
https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!yT6fBJMspRHJna8nWf7ObiEMWDts+HFt-qt64qZ-wnsUA9vtwZcUGGiV7xPP-O+iw
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(Continued on next page.) 

Effective Sunday, May 2, 2021, the 
Minnesota Annual Conference will shift 
the phased re-gathering plan for  
churches to the YELLOW phase. This is a cautious step forward in being able to safely 
gather with a few more people and a few more restrictions lifted.   
The Yellow Phase of Open Doors Re-gathering Plan is printed below. The full plan is on our 
website under “About.” The full Conference plan can be read here:  
www.minnesotaumc.org/regatheringplan.  
 

YELLOW PHASE – Open Doors UMC Re-Gathering Plan 
 In-person worship can have up to whatever number of people the space 

can accommodate with at least six feet between each family unit.  

 All persons are required to wear face masks while inside the church, per Executive 
Order 20-81, with the exception of children under 2, people with health conditions or 
disabilities that make wearing a mask difficult, or if alone in a room. Persons should 
wear a mask outdoors if social distance of 6 feet cannot be maintained. 

 6 feet of social distance should be maintained at all times between each family unit. 

 Singing will only be done by the praise band and from a safe distance from congrega-
tion. No congregational hymns, but congregants may participate by humming if they 
like. Congregation may participate in singing when outdoors. 

 Communion will be provided in pre-packaged containers and sent home with the 
people. We will offer the opportunity for folks to take extra to extend the table to 
family members who are in at-risk categories. 

 All people who fall under the CDC’s guidelines for being at risk, particularly those who 
are not vaccinated, are encouraged to stay home and worship via our online services. 

 There will be no passing the peace or coffee time. 

 Life ritul services can be offered in more traditional ways—but funerals, weddings, 
and graduation and confirmation celebrations should pay careful attention to limiting 
guests and keeping proper physical distance. Receptions/meals will need to be held 
elsewhere. 

LATE BREAKING NEWS !   

Yellow 
Phase 
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Yellow Phase Re-Gathering Plan (continued from page 6) 

 Small groups, or any similar gatherings offered other than worship, including those 
with children or youth, may meet inside using social distancing and masks. Zoom 
meetings are still recommended. 

 We will be taking measures in the sanctuary and Hospitality Room to make sure we 
are following social distancing best practices. Extra seating is in the Hospitality Room 
behind the sanctuary for people who don’t feel comfortable in the sanctuary proper. 

 Custodians will disinfect all surfaces that might have been touched by the public 
after the service as soon as is reasonable. 

 The office be open with limited hours with social distancing and wearing of masks. 
Working from home is still encouraged. The public will be asked to wear masks and 
social distance as well. Appointments to meet with staff whenever possible will be 
requested. Staff will wear masks unless they are alone in their office. 

 Ushers will dismiss people and hold doors open for them so that we don’t bunch up 
on the way out. 

 Some items such as hymnals will be removed from the sanctuary until Phase 2/Blue 
Phase. 

 If anyone is feeling sick or thinks they have Covid-19 or been in contact with anyone 
with Covid-19 will be asked to stay home and worship online. Any staff will be asked 
to stay home and quarantine for 14 days. 

NOTE – Outside worship, if held, will still require social distancing until Green Phase, but 
will allow for singing, and masks will be optional IF 6-ft distance is maintained. 
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      At Rocky Railway VBS, kids discover Jesus’ power 
can pull them through life’s ups and downs. Rocky 
Railway is filled with incredible Bible-learning experi-
ences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun 

Gizmos™, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the 
standout activities that help faith flow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to 
see evidence of God in everyday life—something we call God Sightings®. Get ready to 
hear that phrase a lot!  

Your kids will also participate in a hands-on mission project, 
through a program called Operation Kid-to-Kid™, that will provide 
alpacas to families in need in Ecuador, South America. 

So mark these dates on your calendar:  June 7-11.  

The fun starts at 9:00 a.m. and will end at 11:30 a.m.   

Rocky Railway will be held outside at Thompson Park this year 
with Covid safety precautions practiced. Please pray for good weather, but if we have to 
cancel or make last minute site adjustments because of weather, we will make that decision 
by 7:00 am and make an announcement on Facebook and the church website.  

All children age 3 (potty trained) through grade 5 are invited. The cost will be $5 per 
student. Scholarships are available if requested.  

To register, fill out the downloadable registration form (which will be available 
shortly) at www.opendoorsumc.org or call 507-553-5453. Please have registrations into the 
office by May 19. Register your children today for this life-changing adventure!  

 

Volunteers Needed! 

We’re looking for adult and youth leaders and helpers to serve in the various stations 
and as crew leaders with the kids. Our goal will be smaller groups and more of them. Also 
we need volunteers for snack, Clean Team, curb-side registration, and daily set-up and 
pack-up. Contact Sandy Youngblom at 507-525-2401 or Sarah Hankerson in the church 
office if you can help. 
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This year’s event will take place Saturday, May 22nd 
from 9am to noon at Ruby Ranch Barn, 361 290th Ave., 
Pemberton, MN. We will meet and spend the morning 
discussing our hopefulness for the future and how we can 
put that hopefulness into action as women of Christ! Our 
day will also include listening to speaker and Ruby Ranch 
owner, Ashely Rehder, creating custom wood signs, 
journaling, and time exploring the ranch. Breakfast treats 
and refreshments will be served. There is no cost other than 
the cost of the sign kit. 

Register here: www.rubyranchbarn.com/upcoming-
events  Make sure to choose May 22nd (you will need to 
create an account).  

If you choose to make a custom wood sign, there are 
ten designs to choose from in an 8x8 format. Choices must 
be given to Katie Hueper by May 14. The cost will be half 
the price, or $7.50. Plan to pay Sandy Youngblom or Katie 
Hueper at church or at the event itself. 

If you want to attend but not make a sign, you are 
totally welcome. Just let Sandy or Katie know so they can 
plan for refreshments. 

The registration link and a link to submit your sign 
choice can also be found in the Woman’s Day post on the 
church website www.opendoorsumc.org.  

All women are welcome, invite your family and 
friends. Let’s have fun crafting, creating hope, and plan-
ning ways to be helpful! 

https://www.rubyranchbarn.com/upcoming-events?fbclid=IwAR0umjMZhNgeg4oRPczuerQDhHpqUoOJ093T8XZLiZy3SEBVVX3Mt6d_Qa8
https://www.rubyranchbarn.com/upcoming-events?fbclid=IwAR0umjMZhNgeg4oRPczuerQDhHpqUoOJ093T8XZLiZy3SEBVVX3Mt6d_Qa8
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Come visit the Open Doors UMC 
table at the Plant Sale and get a free 

packet of seeds! 

Southern Prairie District 
Day Apart is Tuesday, June 
15 in person at Oakwood UMC 
in New Ulm beginning at 10:00 
am. Our Spiritual Leader will 
be Kim Harris, Deaconess. She 
will base the day on Acts 17: 
Anchored in Faith, Adrift in 
Fear, Ashore in Hope. The 
District Day Apart will help us 
deepen our connection to the 
work and community of UMW. 
Cost is $12.00. Register by 
June 8 with Renee Ubl, 905 N. 
Broadway, New Ulm, MN 
56073; email rubl@comcast.net 
or call 507-354-2233. 

Mission u 2021 will offer 
three studies this summer via 
Zoom. See information and 
register online at 
www.mnconfumw.com under 
Mission u. Cost is $25 per 
study, or $60 for all three 
studies. You may take a course 
online by yourself or in a group, 
but everyone needs to register. 
Scholarships are available for 
registration/books. Register at 
least one week prior to course. 

June 11-13 – Pushout: The 
Criminalization of Black 
Girls in Schools. 

July 16-18 – Bearing Witness 
in the Kin-dom. 

August 6-8 – Finding Peace in 
an Anxious World. 

2021 Love Offering 
In a few weeks from now, we will be collecting the 

Conference Love Offering. This year it will go to these 
missions: The Methodist Border Friendship Commission 
(50%) in Texas which supports immigrant and refugee 
service organizations; Minnesota UMCs engaged in 
Ruby’s Pantry Food Distribution (20%); Matthew 25 Food 
Distribution (20%); and Volunteers in Mission Scholar-
ships (10%). You’ll hear more about these missions next 
month, or go to www.minnesotaumc.org/loveoffering. 
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May Mission:  
Habitat For Humanity 

The May Mission is a hands-on mission for Habitat For Humanity. There is a 
house in Wells which we’ll be putting up new insulation and siding. No skills are 
necessary. If you can measure things with a tape measure, that’s about the only require-
ment. Volunteers are encouraged to bring their own hammers, snips (if they have 
them), and a willing spirit!  

The work days will be Friday & Saturday, May 21 and 22. 

Work days begin at 9 am. The goal will be to complete the project in these two 
days. While any donated time is great, HFH really encourages people to volunteer for 
the entire day. It’s hard to get things done with just a few hours here, and a few hours 
there. But if you can only work half a day, and that’s fine, we won’t turn anyone away. 
But if possible, we do encourage people to donate a full day. After all that God gives 
us, one day doesn’t seem like that much.  

If someone would like to provide a lunch those two days, that would be very nice. 
To volunteer for this mission project, please contact Sarah in the church 

office at 553-5453 or opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net.  
 

Saturday, May 1 
8:45-10:00 am 

Albert Lea UMC, 702 S. Hwy 69, Albert Lea, MN 56007 

Ruby’s Pantry is for anyone that is looking to extend 
their monthly grocery budget. For a $20 bundle 

donation, you will receive an abundance of grocer-
ies. There is no income or residency requirement.  

MISSION-A-MONTH 

2021 Summer Mission Team 
is looking for: 

 Local work projects for our “stay home” 
mission trip June 29 & 30. (see pg 14) 
 Prayer Partners for each student and 
adult on the mission trip. This involves 
praying for them and writing a short 
note & Bible verse each day June 27-
30 and gifting a small bag of snacks. 

Contact Sandy Youngblom at 507-525-
2401. Thanks for your love & support! 
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Wo 
 

MAY NEWS 

Youth Group – May 5, 12, 19 & 26, 6:30 pm 
Youth group will meet each Wednesday in May at church from 6:30-7:30. Grades 7-12th. 

See you there. Bring a friend.  

Summer Mission Trip 
This year our trip will be local again. The dates are Sunday afternoon June 27 through 

Wednesday, June 30. We will be staying at Prairie River Camp for the three nights. I am 
working on a serve day in Mankato (Salvation Army, Jesus Food and the REACH pro-
gram). Then the other two days we will be working in our community:  lawn work, wash-
ing windows, etc. If anyone needs some help from us, please let me know!!! 

In the evenings, we will be doing some fun activities at the camp – worship, paint ball, 
kayaking, campfire, and possibly the rock wall and zip line.  

The cost will be $30 per person that includes food, t-shirt and three night stay. If anyone 
needs a scholarship, please let me know. Also the paint ball is $30 that will be paid on your 
own. This will be an amazing time, drawing close to Jesus, serving others in amazing ways, 
and getting to know each other and grow our friendships! 

If you haven’t signed up yet, but want to go, please let me know! 

Prayer Partners for the Summer Mission Team  
We are in need of prayer partners for our summer mission team. If you are interested in 

praying for a student or an adult while we are serving, please contact me and let me know. I 
have a list of the youth and adults. To be a prayer partner, I ask that you to pray for the 
person, write a note and bible verse for each day – Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
– and give them a little bag of snacks for the four days. It is fun to connect with the team! 
Thanks so much for loving our youth!!!  

Wanted – Our Mission Team is in need of service jobs for Tuesday and Wednesday, June 
29 and 30. If you are in need of some help on a project, give me a call and we will set you 

up with an amazing team of our youth / adults! My number is 507-525-2401. 

 

Worth Celebrating 
When you need a reason to smile and celebrate, head to  
www.NationalDayCalendar.com. Almost every food 
item and hobby now has its own day, and you’ll even 
find gems such as National Be Late for Something 

Day (September 5, if you want to plan ahead!). 
These fun “occasions” can help you embrace small joys and may even 

inspire you to celebrate them with family or friends. As you do, consider 
what it is about today and each gift from God that makes this day special. 

Sandy Youngblom 
Youth & Family Ministries 

photobug0608@yahoo.com 
507-525-2401  

May 1 is: 

May Day 

National Loyalty Day 

Nat’l Mother Goose Day 

Nat’l Chocolate Parfait Day 

Nat’l Fitness Day 

Nat’l Scrapbook Day 

Join Hands Day 

Nat’l Start Seeing Monarchs Day 

Nat’l Play Outside Day 

Nat’l Bombshell Day 

http://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/
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Pentecost 
On May 23, Christians around the world will celebrate the Day of Pentecost. It’s often 

remembered as the church’s birthday. Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he promised that 
the Holy Spirit would come upon those who believed in his resurrection. 

Three thousand people were gathered in Jerusalem when the Spirit came upon them. 
They were so touched by the Holy Spirit that they began to worship regularly, especially on 
Sundays, the day of Christ’s resurrection. 

To symbolize the “tongues, as of fire” (Acts 2:3, 
NRSV) that came upon the people present at Pente-
cost, liturgical churches display the color red in their 
worship services on Pentecost Sunday. Many people 
attending worship wear red on that day. 

 
 

 

Don’t Miss the Joy 
      Reading the second chapter of Acts re-
cently, I noticed something I had overlooked 
before. You probably recall the chapter's 
beginning: “When the day of Pentecost 
came, they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
violent wind came from heaven and filled 

the whole house where they were sitting.” You will also remember how all of the friends of 
Jesus were filled with the Holy Spirit and they became so joyful, so filled with wonder and 
spiritual power that they astonished onlookers. 

What had I missed when reading about Pentecost previously? I had glossed over the 
words “they were all together in one place.” The first believers were physically together 
and spiritually together as well. By making sure that they were together in Jerusalem, in 
one place, they did not miss one of the greatest spiritual events of all time. Namely, the 
birth of the Church. 

Imagine what they would have missed had they not been with other believers when 
the gift of the Holy Spirit came upon them. They would have missed the mighty outpouring 

of God's power. They would have missed the indescriba-
ble joy which God had for them. They would have 
missed the birth of the church. 
       Think, too, about what we modern believers might 
miss if we neglected to worship with the other friends of 
Christ. Who would want to miss the blessings and the 
promises of God? Who would want to miss the joy? 

-Charles Ferrell 

Everyone is 
encouraged to 

wear something 
RED on Pentecost, 
Sunday, May 23.  

Looking for RED 
flowering plants that 
we could borrow to 

decorate the sanctuary 
on Pentecost Sunday. 

Please bring to church 
by Saturday morning.  
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Congratulations to the high school graduates 
from Open Doors: Kori Elmer, Kylie Fordham, 
William Healey, Makayla Knutson, and Lydia 
Niebuhr. We will celebrate and recognize all 
graduates at worship on June 6 followed by 
punch on the lawn outside. 
 
Kylie Fordham will graduate from United 
South Central High School on June 6, 2021. She 
is the daughter of Melissa and Chad Nappin. Her 
siblings are: Alyssa, Carissa, Ellie, Dakota, and 
Sadie Nappin, and Amelia and RJ Fordham. 
Kylie has been very active in church activities: 

volunteered as a Sunday School teacher, helped with Pioneer Club, Mission Kids, and VBS, 
attended Youth Group, Ignite and We Day, and is a part 
of the praise team in worship. She also helped with lots 
of volunteer work around the community. In high school, 
she has been in theater for four years, received a 
Superior for digital photography and an Excellent in 
drawing at the MNSHL Art Fair. After graduation, 
Kylie plans to attend Riverland and Winona State 
University for elementary education. Kylie says, “My 
favorite memory from church was going on the 
Jamaica mission trip. It was so uplifting and heart 
warming. I enjoyed work with the children and 
individuals at West Haven. I hope to go back to 
Jamaica again soon!  

Kylie will be having an open house graduation reception on Sunday, June 13 and she 
invites her church family. It will be held at the Wells Legion from 4-7pm. 

Lydia Niebuhr will graduate from United South 
Central High School on June 6, 2021. She is the daughter 
of Sharon Parriott and Todd Niebuhr. She has one sister, 
Grace. In church, Lydia has helped in putting on the 
Easter Sunrise services and breakfasts and has played 
piano for worship. In high school, she has consistently 
been on the honor roll, served as band President and 
FFA Historian, and been active in Knowledge Bowl, 
cross country, track, and trap shooting. Her future plans 
are to attend the University of Hawai’i–Manoa and 
become a dentist. Having the unique opportunity to go 
to school during a pandemic, Lydia says this about it, 
“Unfortunately, it made things more isolated and 

required an even stronger reliance on technology. I found new ways to connect with friends.” 
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Makayla Knutson will graduate from United South 
Central High School on June 6, 2021. She is the daugh-
ter of Anita Thiner and Alan Knutson. She has one 
brother, Brandon Nield. Makayla’s church activities in 
high school have included:  Mission trips, Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors, 50s Malt Shoppe, Sunday School 
Teacher, Vacation Bible School leader, Pioneer Club 
leader, Praise Team, and Youth Group. In school, 
she’s been involved in volleyball and choir and been 
on the A & B honor rolls. Following graduation, 
Makayla plans to attend a four-year college and get a 
major in kinesiology and following that, attend graduate school to get her doctorate in 
occupational therapy. “My best memory from church is our mission trip to Jamaica. The 
mission trip experience is what led me to choosing my career. It was the most memorable 
trip I have ever experienced.” 

Kori Elmer will graduate from United South Central High School on June 6, 2021.  

William Healey will graduate from Waseca High School ALC on June 3, 2021. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR OTHER GRADUATES: 

Hunter Tuveson, grandson of Jan Car lson and son of Ronda & Steve Tuveson, will 
graduate from Mankato State Univ.–Mankato on May 8 with a Masters in Athletic Training. 

Carter Hendrickson, great-grandson of Jan Carlson and grandson of Nola & Vern Teras 
will graduate from Farmington High School. His plans are to attend Xavier University in 
Cincinnati, OK where he will be playing baseball. 

Ethan Hintz, grandson of Terry & Sylvia Halverson, son of Alissa & Terry Hintz, 
is graduating from Shakopee High School on June 12. He will attend the University of 
Wisconsin–Stevens Point in the fall. 

If you would like to recognize someone in your family graduating from high school 
or college this year, send the information to Sarah at opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net or call 
553-5453. 

 

Keep moving! 
As they proudly processed across the stage to receive their diplomas, each graduate 

heard two messages from the principal: “Congratulations!” (in a loud voice) and “Keep 
moving” (in a whisper). Although the administrator was merely trying to facilitate the flow, 
she was actually offering sound advice to the young adults: Don’t stop or stagnate! Proceed 
from here and continue learning. This is the beginning, not the end, of a journey. Keep 
moving! 
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Statewide Tornado Kits 
and UMCOR Supplies 

Collection  
     This summer, congregations can 
collect and donate supplies to make 
tornado kits for the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center (MMDC), a depot 
of the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR). Other requested 
items in the list below can be donated. 

Collection will take place July 9 and 10 at collection sites across the state. It is 
helpful if supplies are boxed up with the donating church’s name and address marked on it. 
Everything will be delivered to MMDC unless the box is marked for “UMCOR: Sager 
Brown Depot.” The collection site near us is:  Saturday, July 10, between 3:00-4:00 pm. at 
Hope UMC, Blue Earth.  We will have collection tubs at both campuses for  donations.  

Here is a list of what they are requesting: 

MMDC Tornado Kit: 
 2 pairs of work gloves 
 24 1 gallon size re-sealable bags 
 2 permanent markers 
 1 roll of duct tape, prefer colored 
 2 dust masks, no surgical 
 24 trash bags, heavy duty, 33-45 gallon size 
 24 clear/white trash bags, 20-33 gallon size 
 

UMCOR Cleaning Kit: 
 1 five-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid 
 1 32-64 bottle liquid laundry detergent 
 1 16-40 oz. bottle liquid concentrate household 

cleaner—no spray cleaners 
 1 16-34 oz. dish soap 
 1 4-8 oz. pump spray air freshener 
 1 6-14 oz. pump spray insect repellent 
 1 scrub brush 
 18 re-usable cleaning wipes—no terry cloth, 

microfiber, or paper towels, (remove from 
packaging) 

 5 scouring pads—no stainless steel pads with 
soap in them (remove from packaging) 

 36-50 clothespins 
 1 50-100 ft. clothesline (cotton or plastic) 
 5 N95 dust masks (no surgical masks) 
 2 pairs kitchen gloves 
 1 pair work gloves 

UMCOR Hygiene Kit: 
 1 hand towel (15x25-17x27 inches)—no 

kitchen, cleaning or microfiber 
 1 washcloth–no kitchen, cleaning or microfiber 
 1 comb—6 inches of teeth—no pocket combs 

or picks 
 1 toenail or fingernail clipper—no emery 

boards or metal nail files 
 1 bar of soap (3 oz. or larger)—no Ivory or 

Jergen’s (do not remove packaging) 
 1 adult toothbrush (do not remove packaging) 
 10 adhesive bandages (3/4 by 3 inches) 
 1 gallon size re-sealable bag 
 

Other MMDC supply requests: 
 deodorant 2-3 oz. 
 notebooks—1 subject spiral (8”x10 ½”) 
 rulers 
 unsharpened pencils 
 12 box of colored pencils 
 24 box of crayons 
 student scissors 
 cloth diapers   
 wheelchairs 
 walkers 
 canes 
 crutches 
 orthopedic supplies 

To provide a kit without 
shopping, monetary 
donations are accepted. 
Make checks out to Open 
Doors UMC and designate 
for MMDC Kits 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/db/dbae8cc6-7c0e-474b-93df-af3f6a01e757/documents/Tornado_Kit_Flyer.pdf
https://www.midwestmission.org/
https://www.midwestmission.org/
http://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/db/dbae8cc6-7c0e-474b-93df-af3f6a01e757/documents/Tornado_Kit_Flyer.pdf
https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/
https://umcmission.org/umcor-relief-supplies/
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Annual Conference 
       The 2021 Annual Conference is 
scheduled to take place June 22-24, 2021 
with June 22 and 24 being entirely virtual 
and June 23 being in small in-person 
groups at various sites across the state. 
The theme of our 167th Annual Confer-
ence is “Jesus. Waymaker.”  
       Pastor Chris and our elected lay 
representative, Sherry Asmus, will be 

representing Open Doors UMC as voting delegates. The events and proceedings will be 
shown live on the Minnesota Conference Facebook page for all to watch. A Facebook 
account is not required to watch. 

Wednesday, June 23, is the learning day and is being held in small in-person groups 
in several locations across the state. The closest to us in at Albert Lea UMC or Hilltop 
UMC in Mankato. Non-voting guests may attend the learning session, either in-person or 

virtually for a $10 registration fee.   
        The featured teaching speaker at 
Conference this year is Rachael Billups. 
Rev. Rachel Billups is a visionary, 
leader, speaker and author. Currently she 
serves as senior pastor at Ginghamsburg 
Church, a multi-campus ministry in Tipp 
City/Dayton, Ohio. Billups draws on her 
love of people and 
passion to explore new 
venues for ministry 
and mission. Billups is 
a popular speaker for 
national gatherings 
and has recently 
authored Be Bold: 
Finding Your Fierce as 
well as co-authoring 
Down to Earth: Hopes and Fears of all 
the Year Are Met in Thee Tonight and 
Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at 
Christmas. 
       More Annual Conference 2021 
information can be found at 
www.minnesotaumc.org/
annualconference. 
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Church Leadership Meeting Minutes 
The minutes of the church leadership meetings are published in the OneWay. They will be 

subject to approval at the next month’s meeting. Meeting packets of Open Doors UMC are located 
on the literature table (W&K) and are available for taking.  

Ministry Council Minutes – April 12, 2021, 6:30 pm 

Members present:  Pastor Chris, Karen Stenzel, Sherry Asmus, Jan Johanson, Sarah Hankerson.  
Location: Zoom video. 
Devotions: Karen opened with devotions from the Jesus Always book, “Embracing joy in His 

presence” saying we should increase our trust muscle. 
Minutes: M2P Sarah/Chris to approve the minutes of March 8, 2021, as pr inted.  
Evaluate: Holy Week & Easter  – Pastor Chris commented that it went really well. No decision 

made on switching sites for Thursday & Friday for next year. Would like to maximize our reach 
by using the video system, so that may determine which service is where.  

Covid Update: Still in orange. The bishop reconsidered changing to yellow due to higher  
cases of variants. Probably stuck in orange for a while yet. Pastor is getting his first vaccine on 
Wednesday. 

Growing in Love with God and Neighbor 
REACH!: Everyone is encouraged to watch live, or  the recording, of “Make More of Fall 2021: 

Re-launching Post-Pandemic Public Worship with Purpose,” a free webinar put on by the Confer-
ence on April 14.  

Worship: Mother ’s Day is May 9. Because of such low in-person attendance, it was decided not to 
purchase any gifts to hand out in church this year. Pastor Chris will be on vacation May 16 and TJ 
Lewis will be preaching. May 23 is Pentecost. The sermon will be on Pentecost, we will decorate 
in red, people should wear red, and will be asked to bring in red flowers. Discussed Graduate 
Recognition day and figured May 23 would be a good day. Pastor will send out letter and staff 
will look at gifts. 

Spiritual Growth:  Women’s Day is in the works. We received a grant from the Minnesota Lake 
Firefighters. 

Children & Youth:  Sandy was on vacation, so did not have an update from her . Sarah 
reported there will be a VBS planning meeting on April 19. Tentative dates are the week of June 
7 to be held at Thompson Park. 

Confirmation:  Retreat will be a weekend in June at Koronis. Pastor  is looking for  dr ivers & 
chaperones. Confirmation Sunday will be in early Fall, not on Rally Day. 

Healing a Broken World 
Lenten Offering:  $210 shor t of goal for  the Graners. 
UMCOR Sunday:  $745 – a good year! 
Spring Mission: Will help out on the Habitat for  Humanity house that is in Wells for  May. 

Pastor will contact Staci Thompson and line up some shifts that we can then advertise for 
volunteers in the newsletter. An on-going mission is stocking the Tiny Little Food Pantry. 

Reaching New People 
Community Presence: Discussed an outdoor  worship/block par ty in Kiester  and when we 

could do that. Would be nice to line up some special music along with our Praise Team. An idea 
of a special evening of singing around the campfire was brought up. 

OTHER: 
Lobby Update:  Canvas ar t was hung in time for  Easter . Have more on-hand to swap out to 

keep display fresh.  
Next meeting: Monday, May 17, 2021, 6:30 pm – via Zoom.   Recorded by Sarah Hankerson. 
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Ad Council Minutes – April 22, 2021, 6:30pm 

Present: Sherry Asmus, Pastor Chris Leistra, Pat Coy, Sarah Hankerson.  
Pastor reviewed the requirements for a quorum and the Discipline says: The members present and 

voting at any duly announced meeting shall constitute a quorum. 
Minutes: M2P Pat/Sarah to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2021 Ad Council meeting as 

printed.  
Covid-19 Update: No update. Still in Orange. Since Easter , cases have gone up, so Conference 

kept us in the Orange Phase. 
Trust Fund: The Trust Fund had a .7%  return in March, ending the first quar ter  with a 

1.7% gain. Deb Johnson has withdrawn from her position as chair. Pastor will call a meeting to 
elect a new chair. 

Finances: Sher ry has turned in the paperwork for  the PPP2 and received notification that we 
were approved for $22,927.50. It should be electronically deposited into our account tomorrow. 
Sherry’s computer is slow. She will take it to someone to clean and improve speed. 

Trustees: Back Door – Discussed the quotes for replacement of the back basement door on the Wells 
church. One is steel and one is aluminum. Decided the full-window aluminum door from Vets Glass 
would be the best and would match the handicapped door right next to it. For funding the cost, based 
on designated donations from individuals, Pastor made a motion that we use the designated amount in 
the Memorial account (815), the designated amount currently in the General Fund (845), half the 
amount designated to “Building Improvement” in 2020 and ytd in the General Fund (480), plus the 
amount pledged by a member (1500), and the remaining amount from the Trust Fund (955), totaling 
the bid price of $4595. Motion seconded by Pat and passed. 
Leak in upstairs ceiling & stairwell. Still have to get roofer to come to inspect and fix. 
Kitchen – Pastor recommended waiting until we are out of the Orange Phase before we begin a 
capital campaign. More people will be returning to church then and we can more easily promote it. 
With activities back in motion then, the most desirable time for the remodeling work would be 
summer. The possibility of putting in a free-standing stove/oven and where it might go was discussed 
briefly. Discussion was tabled for now, but next Ad Council will meet in the kitchen to explore what 
would be necessary and possible to be done in the short term or if we could wait a year before starting 
the remodel work. The Kitchen Committee will be invited. 

SPPRC: No report.  
Next meeting: May 20, 2021. Trustees & Kitchen Committee at 6:30. Ad Council at 7:15. 
Pastor closed with prayer. 
Recorded by Sarah Hankerson. 

Loving an EGR 
During a conversation over coffee, a friend mentioned an “EGR.” I had to interrupt and 

ask for a definition: Extra Grace Required — in other words, people who can seem tough to 
love. Often, they’re the most in need of love because they’re hurting. Perhaps Jesus was 
referring to EGRs when he said, “If you love only those who love you, what reward is there 
for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much” (Matthew 5:46, NLT). 

Truly loving others — even EGRs — might not be as tough as we think. Simple ges-
tures such as smiling, truly listening, sending a note or extending an invitation go a long way 
toward expressing care and softening hearts. 

At times, we all require extra grace. Thankfully, God has an unlimited amount to 
extend to us and then through us. Out of joy, we can find ways — even simple ones — to 
share God’s grace and love with people who need it.                                       – Janna Firestone 
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Office Phone: 507-553-5453  
E-mail: opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net   Web Site: opendoorsumc.org 

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.  
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Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.  
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