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Easter is Every Day 

Outreach of the United Methodist Churches 

of Wells and Kiester, Minnesota  

HOLY WEEK, APRIL 2020 

 Growing in love of  
 God and neighbor,  
 Reaching new  
 people, and Healing  
 a broken world. 

After one of the President’s news conferences 
was over, one of the reporters made the observation 
that for the first time in our nation’s history we won’t 
be celebrating Easter. Well let me tell you one thing, 
he’s dead wrong. We might not celebrate what Easter 
has become in that there may be no new clothes 
bought for that Sunday. We might not hide and hunt 
eggs in mass quantities. We may not travel home to 
attend church with our family. We might not see 
some folks at our worship services that we haven’t 
seen since Christmas, but we’re going to Celebrate 
Easter. As a matter of fact, every Sunday is Easter 
Sunday. Every time we assemble for worship we 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Pilate couldn’t kill a Him and the grave 
couldn’t hold Him. You think the Coronavirus is 
going to stop Easter. More people this year will hear 
the gospel than any other Easter before. 

Easter is not just about special services or Easter 
breakfast. It’s not about the trumpet call or massive 
flower arrangements. It’s the fact that we serve a 
living Savior who is still transforming lives today. 
Easter is not only about His resurrection, but our 
ability to rise with Him. Easter is about the hope of 
tomorrow and the gift of everlasting life. Yes 
indeed, we will celebrate. We’ll celebrate what God 
did for all of us at Calvary. How? By remembering 
Him. By loving Him. By worshipping Him. By 
praising Him. Easter for us is everyday. Let the 
celebration begin. Sing with me: 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 

Happy Easter my friends!                 (Author Unknown) 

Special Easter Edition 

NOTE:  Our Praise Team, Katie & Kylie, will be 
singing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” this 
Sunday. Have the song lyrics that are printed here 
with you when you watch and you can sing along at 
home. 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday 

Facebook Live* at 3:00 pm 

Easter Sunday 

Facebook Live* at 9:30 am 

Bevcomm Cable TV, channel 7 

Both Good Friday and Easter Sunday will be 

shown on Bevcomm Cable TV. 

Cable Schedule:  Mondays 11am & 6pm 

 Tuesdays 8 pm 

Keep connected on Facebook after Easter 

for Pastor Chris’s usual Monday Update 

around 12 noon and Wednesday Devotional 

between 2:30 & 3:00 pm. 

* To find the service on Facebook (you must have 

a Facebook account), search for Open Doors 

UMC or find the link on the home page of our 

website: www.opendoorsumc.org.  After the live 

event is finished, a recording of it is saved on the 

Open Doors Facebook page and remains there.  

Open Doors UMC, Main Office:  595 1st Ave SW, Wells, MN  /  E-mail: opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net  /  www.opendoorsumc.org 
Pastor Chris Leistra:  960-765-3665; cleistra@dbq.edu  /  Office Mgr Sarah Hankerson:  507-317-4322 
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As you journey through this  
Wilderness, how will you be different 

as you come out the other side? 
Paraphrased from the introduction to the book A Way 
Through the Wilderness, written by Rob Renfroe. This 
book and DVD can be found in the Wells church library 
in the Studies section. 

My friend asked me how I was doing. “Not that 
great,” I said. My friend had called to see how he 
could pray for me. Because I trusted my friend and 
knew that my friend loved me, I was honest when 
asked how life was going. I said “I am frustrated, 
discontent, discouraged. My energy level is down, 
people have failed me. My problems seem bigger 
than I am. And nothing I do seems to make any 
difference. Other than that, life is great”. 

“You’re going through a wilderness,” my friend 
responded.  

“Of course I’m going through a wilderness,” I 
said. “That’s what I just told you. Life is crummy 
right now.” 

What if we think of this time apart as a wilder-
ness. What if we go on a spiritual journey that can 
change and deepen how we understand what it 
means to walk with God? What if we use this time 
apart as a challenge and decide to study the Bible to 
learn what it means to be in a wilderness. 

As we do this, let us ask God these questions: 
   What is a wilderness? 
   Why do people end up there? 
   What are we supposed to learn when we are 

there? 
Our first discovery is that the term wilderness is 

used nearly three hundred times in the Scriptures. 
We find it in some of the Bible’s most critical 
moments. Abraham decides to follow God’s calling 
upon his life, and he is led into the wilderness. 
Moses encounters God and receives his calling to 
deliver the Israelites from bondage in the wilder-
ness. When the Israelites leave Egypt and head to 
the Promised Land, first they must pass through the 
wilderness. David learns to trust God in the wilder-
ness and there he is prepared to fight Goliath and 
lead Israel. Immediately after Jesus is baptized in 
the Jordan River, the Spirit drives him into the 
wilderness for forty days to be tested and tempted 
by the evil one. Only after this wilderness experi-
ence is Jesus ready to begin his ministry and change 
the world. 

It is amazing to learn how often God’s people 
went through a wilderness experience; we begin to 
see that these experiences were important, even 
necessary, for these people to be prepared to do 
God’s will and fulfill his plan for their lives. I seems 

that The wilderness is a training ground God uses to 
deepen our trust in him and remake our character 
into the image of his Son. Some lessons about who 
God is and how we are to walk with him can be 
learned only when life is difficult and dry---when 
depending on God is the only way we will make it. 
Some truths we know in our heads can become real 
in our hearts only when we spend time in the 
wilderness.  

So let us use this time of apartness as a walk 
through the wilderness with God. Let God work in 
our lives, making us more like Jesus and teaching us 
how to walk in faith and minister grace and truth the 
way that he did. Let us look for what God wants to 
do within us. We will come to see that God is not a 
“problem solver”. He is a “life changer”. He does 
not swoop in to take our problems away, more often 
he works to change who we are through the problem 
and the pain of our lives. 

So let us not waste this wilderness of our 
apartness. We will come through this wilderness. 
The question is, Who will we be when this difficult 
time is over? This is important: it’s impossible to go 
through the wilderness without being changed. How 
we handle the most difficult times of our life will 
make us a different person.  

One of the great gifts God gives to us in the 
wilderness is other people of faith who will love and 
encourage us and be our eyes, showing us a way 
through. We can be each other’s encouragers. Call 
someone, send a card, pray for each other. This too 
shall pass. Amen.  
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From Sandy Youngblom . . . . 
Youth, Children & Family Ministries 

Women’s Day at Ruby Ranch 
Even though the Women’s Day at Ruby Ranch 

is not going to be on April 18, it will be resched-
uled. Katie and I have been getting it all organized. 
As soon as we have the ok to be able to meet 
again, we will set the date and get all the infor-
mation out to everyone! It will be so exciting to 
share a morning with each other, hear about how 
Jesus is working in our lives, eat yummy breakfast 
treats, have coffee and make a fun creative sign. 
The Minnesota Lake Fire Dept. Relief Ass’n has 
donated money for the event, so the only cost to 
participants will be $15 for the sign. We are 
looking forward to this special day together. 

Zoom Meet Ups 
Zoom is the new video meeting place for the 

youth group. I have a pretty good turn out, we are 
starting to read the book of John, and learn who 
Jesus is. I am not a techy person, so it has been 
rough for me! But the kids are patient while I 
figure things out. I have a texting group that 
shares meeting information and other encourage-
ments. If you’re a youth and have not gotten a text 
from me, please send me your number, so I can 
include you in the group. My number is 507-525-
2401, text me and then I can put you on the list.  

Easter 
Hope you all tune into the Easter service on 

Sunday. It is hard not to be together for this time 
of celebration, for Jesus has Risen from the dead!! 
He is alive and well!!  

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His one and only son, that whoever 
believes in Him, will not perish but have everlast-
ing life!!!!   

What a gift God has given us, his son Jesus!!! 
Jesus loves us to much, he died for our sins, so 
that by believing in Him, we can have eternal life. 
He has Risen, He has Risen Indeed!! 

From Pastor Chris . . . . 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Lately it has been gloomy outside, and frankly 
inside too. The news hasn’t been great lately, and 
every time I turn it on again, it seems to get a little 
bleaker. Today was a nice reprieve since it got to 71 
degrees outside, and sunny as well! We opened all 
the windows to let in the fresh spring air, and got 
out for a nice walk.  

On our walk, I saw people all around walking 
and biking. During the summer I run a lot and we 
take walks whenever we can, and often I see no one, 
even on days that are very nice. I have been hoping 
that despite this being a bad situation, that it will in 
the end with God’s help, lead to something good. 
God can make something good out of any situation. 
If we can pull closer after this is over and also be 
more appreciative of this amazing world God has 
made for us, then some good can come from a very 
dire event in out history.  

How will we look back at Easter 2020? I hope it 
will be with fresh eyes that see our neighbors and 
neighborhoods in a new way. Truly that is what 
Easter is all about, God taking a bad situation and 
making something amazing from it. God teaches us 
to see our world with new eyes after the sacrifice of 
Jesus. The truth of that event as the scriptures say, 
turns our mourning into dancing because it is a truth 
that changes life itself. I know many of you are not 
coming to this Easter with as much joy as usual, but 
if Easter teaches us anything, it is that while God 
may not cause our pain, He will be with us and He 
will remind us that in light of Jesus’ sacrifice, we 
are all one in Him who gave Himself for us. We 
should see not just the world, but also each other, 
with eyes that see someone beloved by Jesus and so 
worthy of our love too.  

God be with you and your family today and until 
the end of the age. 

Pastor  

 

This & That 
Call or Facetime with a friend you haven’t talked to 
in a while. It’s so much more rewarding to talk live 
rather than through texting or email. 

Call someone that is alone or isolated. Do they need 
anything? 

Start some garden or flower seeds indoors to plant 
outside later.  

Those who have used the church ovens in Wells 
know how dirty they were and will be happy to 
know that Sabrina Hankerson has cleaned each of 
them! Thank you, Sabrina! 

Pioneer Club kids, you should have all gotten your 
books. Are there any badges you are working on? 
Message Sandy or Sarah.  

Prayer concerns—call or email Pastor Chris, Face-
book Messenger, or place in the Prayer box (top of 
Tiny Food Pantry).  

DVDs of our church services are available to 
borrow. Contact Pastor Chris for one in Wells and at 
our church in Kiester on Mondays from 10am-2pm. 
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Tiny Food Pantry Installed 
Last fall, Sandy 

Youngblom’s 5th 
& 6th grade 
Pioneer Club kids 
decided to make 
a small food 
pantry for anyone 
that needed a 
little extra good 
to get through the 
month. They 
were planning on 
working on it 
during Serve 
Day. Well, then 
the virus hap-
pened. So Dave 
Roberts stepped 
up and created one for us. It is located on the north 
west side of Open Doors UMC. It is stocked with 
non-perishable food and is there for anyone in the 
community who needs it.  

Also, anyone can help restock it. Feel free to add 
to it any time. This is another way we are serving 
our neighbor. Blessings to you all for loving on 
others.  

Thank you to the amazing food shelf in town 
and all the loving volunteers. This Tiny Food Pantry 
is just a little extra for those who need it.  

This Tiny Food Pantry 
has a dual purpose. There is 
a place for prayer requests 
on the top. If you are in 
need of prayer, please write 
it down, lift the lid, and 
place in the slot which goes 
into a locked bin. The prayer bin will be checked 
regularly and you will be prayed for. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

If you feel sick, stay home. Do not go to work. 

If your children are sick, keep them at home. 

Contact your medical provider. 

If you are an older person, or have a serious underly-
ing health condition, stay home and away from 

other people. 

If someone in your household has tested positive, 

keep the entire household at home. 

Work or study from home whenever possible. 

Avoid social gatherings in groups of more than 10 

people. 

Use pickup or delivery options when possible. 

Avoid discretionary travel, shopping trips, and social 

visits. 

Always practice good hygiene: 

 Wash your hands, especially after touching any 
frequently used item or surface. 

 Avoid touching your face. 
 Sneeze or cough into a tissue, or the inside of your 

elbow. 
 Disinfect frequently used items and surfaces as 

much as possible.                          coronavirus.gov 

Special Ad Council Meeting  
On Sunday, April 5, 2020, the Ad Council and 

Finance Team of Open Doors UMC held a special 
Zoom video conference. Attending were Scott 
Johnson, Sherry Asmus, Don Nickel, Sarah Hanker-
son, Pastor Chris Leistra, and via telephone Neil 
Roesler and Steve Burns.  

The purpose of this special meeting was to address 
the CARES Act and the Payroll Protection Program 
(PPP loan). The Plan provides a forgivable loan worth 
2.5 times the average monthly payroll to eligible small 
businesses & organizations provided they do not lay 
off employees and bring back any furloughed employ-
ees during the time the loan is in place.  

After discussion of the church’s current financial 
situation and our understanding of the PPP loan, 
Scott moved and Sherry seconded to rescind the 
motion from the last Ad Council meeting to cut 
wages and hours for all staff. Passed. 

Don/Scott made a motion to apply for the PPP 
small business loan that will turn into 100% for-
giveness if all requirements are followed. Passed. 

Sherry has the forms and paperwork and will 
submit to CCF Bank. 

Next meeting: Apr il 13, 6:30 pm, via teleconfer-
encing. 

Think of it not  
that you’re stuck at home 

But safe at home.  

–––    ––– 

We isolate ourselves  
so that when we get back together,  

no one is missing. 
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Worship Opportunities Aplenty 
This Easter, more people than ever before are 

expected to hear the Gospel, many for the first time.  
With most churches moving to online worship, it 
opens many more opportunities for  people to 
worship, and for those who are uncomfortable 
attending church for one reason or another, it is very 
appealing. Open Doors has had new viewers to our 
Facebook worship who have not attended an in-
church worship, too. 

United Methodists in Minnesota might be 
interested in hearing our Bishop's Easter message. 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough’s Easter video message will 
be available on the Conference’s Vimeo page 
Thursday and we will post this video on our church 
website and Facebook page as well.  

Prior to Pastor Chris’s 3:00 pm Good Friday 
service, you can tune in at 12 noon to one that 
clergy and churches in the Twin Cities District are 
partnering to lead. All Minnesota United Methodist 
churches are welcome to use and share this moving 
virtual Good Friday worship service. The video will 
be available by noon on Friday on Hamline 
Church’s Facebook page (search Hamline Church 
United Methodist). 

 

Thank You for Your Support! 
Thank you for your continued financial gifts to 

our church! As 1 Corinthians 9:7 says: Each one must 
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
God, bless the cheerful giver and bless the tithes and 
offerings they give!  
 

 As a reminder, you can give your Easter offering to 
Open Doors in a number of ways: 

 Mail check to Open Doors UMC, 595 1st Ave SW, 
Wells, MN 56097. 

 Drop donation in mail slot in the northwest door 
#595 of the Wells building. 

 GivePlus Mobile App on your smartphone. 
Download from the App Store or Google Play. 

 Online at www.opendoorsumc.org. Look for  
Giving in the menu bar. 

 Contact Sarah to sign up for Electronic Funds 
Transfer that automatically transfers money 
from your bank account to the church’s account. 

 

Lenten Offering: We are still collecting the 
Lenten offering, and if you are able, we would 
appreciate your help with supporting our missionar-
ies, Gordon & Ardell Graner. Our pledge to them is 
$1280 for this year and as of 4/5/22, we have 
received $283. If you give electronically, Lenten 
Offering is one of the fund choices that you have to 
choose from. 

Easter in your Homes 
For those who receive this by email, there are 

some devotions and coloring sheets attached that you 
can use to celebrate with your families in your homes. 
You can also find many other resources by Googling 
“religious Easter activities” or “free Easter devotions.” 

Use sidewalk chalk and write Easter messages 
on your driveway or sidewalk. Or make and  
hang a Hosanna banner in your front lawn.  
Take pictures and post on Facebook. Tag  
Open Doors UMC. 

Where do you find the Easter story  
in your Bibles? 
MATTHEW 26-28 – Reading these three  
chapters will take you from Jesus’ time in the 
garden of Gethsemane through the end of the 
Gospel story as written by the apostle, Matthew. 
Matthew gives details to the behaviors of various 
key characters of the time, including Judas and 
Pilate. Matthew was definitely a people-watcher. 
MARK 15-16 – The apostle, Mark, provides a 
straightforward account of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus. In two chapters, he relays his 
view directly and precisely.  
LUKE 22-24 – Luke chapter 22 begins with Judas 
agreeing to betray Jesus. Luke’s personal account of 
the Gospel story is very detailed and reveals his 
attention to the physical process of the crucifixion. 
While there are only three chapters to Luke’s account, 
each chapter contains more verses than either Mat-
thew’s or Mark’s account. As a doctor, Luke provided 
insight enhanced by the skills of his profession.  
JOHN 17-20 – John calls himself the disciple 
whom Jesus loved. His writing is more extensive 
from the garden of Gethsemane to the ascension of 
Jesus to heaven than any other gospel writer. It is 
interesting that he provides the conversations 
between the people. Words were important to John; 
his outline of Jesus’ prayer before entering the 
garden of Gethsemane is beautiful. He is the only 
writer of the four Gospels who was actually present 
in the garden to hear the prayer spoken by Jesus.  
 

 
 

 
He is Risen!  

May the miracle of Easter 

bring you peace and joy.  
 

https://vimeo.com/minnesotaumc
https://www.facebook.com/HamlineChurchUM
http://www.opendoorsumc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+26-28&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+15-16&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+22-24&version=NIV
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=john+18;+john+19;+john+20

