
м 

 

 

Outreach of the United Methodist Churches 
of Wells and Kiester, Minnesota  

SEPTEMBER 2018 

 Growing in love of  
  God and neighbor,  
  Reaching new  
  people, and Healing  
 a broken world. 
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Wells Campus Service Groups: 

Communion Servers  
* = Communion Preparer 
2 Joyce Frederick*, Kent & 
Diane Viesselman, Dave 
Loveless 

 

Liturgist   
2 Kent Viesselman 
9 Doug Hankerson 
16 Sandy Youngblom 

23 Reese Druckenmiller 
30 Mickey Ellsworth 
 

Greeters   
2 Deb Lackey, Bev Niebuhr, 
Anne Feist, Amber Cords 

9 Joyce Frederick, Dave & 
Shari Petersen, Anita 
Petersen 

16 Cari Stenzel, Amber Cords, 
Sarah Hankerson, Sue 
Schuster 

23 Bob Clark, Brad Remington, 
JoEtta Doolittle, Mickey 
Ellsworth  

30 Anita Petersen, Don Stenzel, 
Deb Lackey, Kim Meyer  

 

Nursery      
2 Kylie Fordham, Sherry Asmus 
9 Makayla Knutson, Ashlyn 
Petersen 

16 Jennifer & Faith Wedin 
23 Mickey Ellsworth, Grace 
Mithun 

30 Lexi Johnson, Makayla 
Knutson 

 

Cross Bearer  
2 Hunter Bruckhoff 
9 Mariah Anderson 
16 Aaron Johnson 
23 Faith Wedin 

30 Grace Mithun 
 

Alcolytes  
2 Ushers 
9 Sadie Nappin,  
Brooklyn Miller 

16 Kolt & Chloe Bullerman 
23 Mariah Anderson,  
Oona Druckenmiller 

30 Madison Meyer,  
October Roberts 

 

Projection: Op Set-Up  
2 Kevin Stenzel Chris D. 
9 Martin Healey Chris D. 
16 Kevin Stenzel Chris D. 
23 Karen Stenzel Deb L. 
30 Karen Stenzel Deb L. 

 

Audio/Video Technicians  
2 William Healey, RJ Fordham 
9 Kaylynn & William Healey 
16 Danielle Torkkola, Don 
Stenzel 

23 RJ Fordham, tbd 
30 Kaylynn Healey, Sarah 
Hankerson 

 

Ushers                  
2  Bruce Frederick, Pat Coy 
9  Bob & Virginia Clark 
16-30  Bruce & Joyce Frederick 
 

Driver  For a ride, call one of the following. 

Dean Youngblom 553-5272 
Dave Loveless 553-3609 
Bruce Frederick 553-5456 
 

Coffee Servers   
2,9,23,30:  TBD Please sign up! 
16 Dave & Shari Petersen 
 

Coffee Treat Pot-Luck   
Bring a plate, a pan, or a 
container of any type of coffee 
treat youôd like to share. Could 
be cookies, bars, cheese & 
crackers, fruit, etc. This is an 
act of hospitality, so if you 
donôt bring something, that is 
fine. Everyone is welcome.  

Sharing Godôs Bounty 
Country Store: Beautiful, fresh produce welcomed to sell at the Country 
Store Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 15 & 16! When you bring it in, a suggested 
price is very helpful! Drop-off date for produce is Friday, Sept. 14. Please drop 

off canned goods by Wednesday, Sept. 12.  

Kiester Prosperity Garden: All are welcome to harvest  
and enjoy produce from the Kiester Prosperity Garden.  

Please take all you will use and use all that you take. Currently, there are toma-
toes, lettuce, green beans, zucchini, cucumbers, peppers, and cantaloupe ripe and 

ready. The garden is at 5th and State, just west of the Legion.  

Garden Produce Table: Bring your garden abundance for sharing and  
place on the table in the Wells narthex. People may help themselves to  
whatever is brought in. Optional donations and left-over produce,  

will go to the Wells Area Food Shelf. 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
       As I write to you the long and lazy summer days are getting short. 
Soon the days of summer will end, and with that the busy times of fall 
will begin, with its packed schedules and days that go all too fast. In 
church we have lots of great things coming up. We have bible studies, 
opportunities to serve, Meet and Greets, Sunday School, Youth Group, 
Rally Day, Country Store, The Story, and so much more that these short 

jocund autumn days are going to go by in the blink of an eye and then we will be in the 
time of Advent - but weôre not there quite yet. With that, I encourage all of you to take 
some quiet time, and enjoy the last bit of summer. Take a walk, eat a piece of summer fruit, 
just sit in the shade of a warm sunny afternoon, read, or anything that brings you joy. 
Really, we too often put aside what bring us joy for the busyness of our ever more cramped 
lives. If we donôt take time to enjoy this often heartbreakingly beautiful life that God has 
given us, then are we really living the life God wants for us? If someone gives you a gift 
they want you to enjoy it! God wants us to enjoy our lives, because it is a gift, each and 
every day, yes even the busy or hard ones. So take some time out of the next few weeks 
and have some joyful time of just being in this season where the whole world seems to be 
singing the song of life, and yes you can tell people that your pastor told you to, because all 
too soon we will be hunkering down for another winter, with only dreams of spring ótill the 
weather turns warm again and the days long and lazy.  
 

If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I kept my Fatherôs 
commandments and remain in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy will 
be in you and your joy will be complete.   John 15:10-11 
 

Joy to you and your families through the love and grace of our triune God  
 

~ Pastor 

1ÕÌÈáÌ ÒÚÑØ ÖÌ ÑØ ÚØÌ Úß ÖÚßÌ ÚÍ âÐÌ ÍÚÕÕÚèÑØÏ äÛÊÚÖÑØÏ ÚÛÛÚßãåØÑâÑÌá èÑâÐ 0ÛÌØ $ÚÚßá 7.#    

¢ƘŜ /ŀǎŜ 
CƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
7-week DVD study 

beginning Monday, 

Sept. 10 at 7:00 pm 

in Wells. 

(see page 7) 

THE STORY 

Sermon Series and  

Small Group Bible Study 

3 options for study group:  

9:15 am Sundays (K) 

10:00 am Sundays (W) 

5:45 pm Wednesdays (W) 

(see page 6) 

 

wŀƭƭȅ 5ŀȅ ϧ 
/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ {ǘƻǊŜ 
{ŜǇǘΦ мр-мс 

 

(see pages 8 & 9) 

wŜŀŎƘΗ  
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ нлму 

October 5-6 at 

Embrace Church, 

Sioux falls, SD 

(see page19 or 

reachumc.org) 

Church Family Night 

Potluck  

Kick-off on Sunday, 

September 30 

(see page 22) 
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Meet & Greet Parties  
for Pastor Chris & Teal  

Each one of the Meet & Greet parties have been a great time of visiting 
and sharing and getting to know each other. Pastor Chris is finding this very 
helpful and would really like everyone to come to one of the parties if at all 
possible.  

There are still a few openings. Contact Sarah Hankerson at 507-553-5453 
or opendoorsumc@bevcomm.net to sign up. 

The remaining Meet and Greet Parties scheduled are:  

5ŀǘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ Iƻǎǘǎ [ƻŎŀǝƻƴ 

Thursday, Sept. 6 6:30 pm Don & Karen Stenzel 57657 110
th
 St. (Old Hwy 16), 

Wells  

Sunday, Sept. 9  Chris & Teal Leistra  575 1
st
 Ave. SW, Wells  1:00 pm  

(will meet at parsonage and then move to church) 

Tuesday, Sept. 11ñFULL 6:30 pm Eileen Hankerson 798 1
st
 St. NW, Wells  

(no steps) 

Thursday, Sept. 13 6:30 pm Don & Wendy Nickel 210 Kapplinger St., Kiester 

Thursday, Sept. 27ñFULL 6:30 pm Dale & Janet Garvick 2605 570th Ave., Kiester 

Where does the money go that we receive from The Country Store? 

       Reach  Renew  Rejoice is the hope and means for our congregation 
and others in Minnesota to live out Godôs call to grow in love of God and 
neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Through congrega-
tional vitality programs that the conference offers, dozens of existing 
churches, such as ours, have found new ways to disciple people, share 
Godôs love, and make a difference in their communities and the world. In 
short, RRR starts new churches and helps existing churches grow.  

In 2012, the Wells United Methodist Church received a grant and began its revitali-
zation journey through participation in HCI (Heathy Church Initiative). Because we were 
all in and followed the recommendations of the consultants, we turned the corner from a 
downhill trend to focusing on hospitality, children & youth, and serving others, which has 
resulted in more vitality, growth, and not being afraid of change. 

The 7-year goal of Reach  Renew  Rejoice is to launch 7 new churches, partner 
with 7 existing churches to launch new sites, and assist 140 churches in revitalizing their 
ministries. RRR is right on track and perhaps above goal at the 5-year mark.  

The proceeds from our Country Store and Country Caf® coffee and dinner will go to 
pay our pledge of $1500 per year over five years to Reach  Renew  Rejoice. This year, 
we will be making our fourth payment. Any proceeds over $1500 will go to pay our 
conference apportionments, another vehicle for church and mission support. 
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Change of Address? 
College students: Heading back to school 
and you have a new dorm room or changed 
apartments? We want to keep in touch with 
you while youôre away, so please tell Sarah 
in the church office what your new e-mail 
and snail mail address is! 

Moving? Please contact the Church office 
with your new address and phone number. 
Saves on undeliverable and forwarding 
fees. Thank you! 
 

Kitchen Items  
Weôre in need of a few kitchen items in the 
Wellsô kitchen that will help make the 
kitchen complete and handy for those who 
will be using it this fall and winter. If you 
have any of the following youôd be willing 
do donate, new or in good condition, please 
drop them off in the kitchen. Thank you! 
 Cookie Sheets, large        Cake Pans  
 Measuring Spoons and Cups 

 

Benefit for Owen Chicos 
Pancake breakfast and silent auction. 
September 9, 7:00am-12:30pm  
at New Richland City Hall.  

13 & upï$7, 6-12ï$4, 5 & underïfree  

Owen is the son of David & Nikki Chicos 
and the grandson of Karen & Don Gimber-
line who was born with hydrocephalus and 
has had multiple surgeries and tests and will 
be needing more in the future. Proceeds will 
help with his continued medical expenses. 

Budget Reminder 
Ministry team leaders will be receiving 

budget request forms to help them evaluate 
2018 budget support, and then determine 
what the 2019 ministry budget needs might 
be accordingly. These forms will be availa-
ble soon, so please look at calendars and 
plan to get your teams and committees 
together during September so the Steward-
ship/Finance team will be able to stay on 
target with overall 2019 budget prepara-
tions.  Thank you. 
 

Fall Work Day 
The Trustees are planning a fall work 

day on Saturday, September 22, at the 
Wells Campus. Remember how great it was 
when so many people pitched in to work on 
the parsonage? The Fall Work Day will be 
another chance for church family to work 
side by side and enjoy doing it.  
Projects to work on will be: cleaning a 

gutter on the parsonage, leveling out the 
garden and seeding to grass, getting rid of 
volunteer trees, trimming up the hosta 
plants on the north, reseeding bare spots, 
cleaning kitchen ovens, washing outside of 
church windows, etc, etc.   
Come and help keep your church and 
grounds in tip top shape! 
 

Thank You 
A heartfelt thank you to all at Open Doors 
churches for the prayers, cards, phone calls, 
etc., at the time of my sonôs death. 

~ Marge Mutschler 
 

Wish to Join? 
Anyone interested in joining Open Doors 
United Methodist Church, please contact 
Pastor Chris or the church office to set up 
an orientation meeting. We will be welcom-
ing new members later this month. 
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Worship Calendar 
Worship times & locations: 9:00 amðWells; 10:30 amðKiester 

 

Date Topic  Text 

Sept. 2 The Whole Armor of God, In This Present Darkness  Ephesians 6:10-20; Mark 7:1-8 

Sept. 9 The People of YES  2 Corinthians 1:15-24; John 13:31-35  

THE STORY  

WORSHIP CALENDAR 

# Date Topic Focus Text    

0 Sept. 16 Whatôs the Story?  Prelude 2 Timothy 3:14-17; John 1:1-5 

1 Sept. 23 The Beginning of Life as We Know It  Creation Genesis 1-8 

2 Sept. 30 God Builds a Nation  Abraham Genesis 12-13, 15-17, 21-22,  
32-33, 35; Romans 4, Hebrews 11 

3 Oct. 7 Joseph: From Slavery to Deputy Pharoah  Joseph Genesis 37, 39, 41-48, 50 

4 Oct.14 Deliverance  Moses Exodus 1-7, 10-17 

5 Oct. 21 New Commands and A New Covenant  Moses Exodus 19-20, 24-25, 32-34, 40 

6 Oct. 28 Wandering Moses Numbers 10-14, 20-21, 25, 27; 
Deut. 1-2, 4, 6, 8-9, 29-34 
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The Case For Christ Begins September 10 
Is there credible evidence that Jesus of Nazareth really is 

the Son of God? 
Skeptics dismiss the Jesus of the Gospels by claiming 

there is no evidence in the case for Christ. Lee Strobel disa-
grees. The former legal journalist and one-time atheist knows 
how to ask tough questions. His own search for truth about 
Jesus led him to faith in Christ. 

Now Strobel invites you to investigate the truth about 
Jesus Christ leading to the facts that guided Strobel from 
atheism to faith in Christ. 

In this revised six-session video study, participants will 
journey along with Strobel on a quest for the truth about Jesus. 
Rejecting easy answers, you will sift through fascinating 
historical evidence as you weigh compelling expert testimony. 
In the end, you may very well see Jesus in a new way and 
even, like Strobel, find your life transformed. 

 

Pastor Chris will be leading this small group study on Mondays at 7:00 pm in the 
Hospitality Room at the Wells Campus beginning September 10. This promises to be a 
fascinating study. It will be six weeks for the study, then on the seventh week, weôll watch 
the full-length movie version of the book. Contact the church office if youôd like to order a 
book, or sign up on the order sheet at either campus. The paperback is only $4.50, or a 
slightly larger size is $11.00. 

 
Awesome Adults are Invited to Attend Senior Saints 

The Awesome Adults group, and really, everyone 55 and over, is invited to the 
Senior Saints gathering at Broadway Apartments on Wednesday, September 19, at 11:00 
a.m. to share in the fun, food and fellowship. Entertainment will be provided by Gus 
Courier from the Walters area who sings various kinds of music. A lunch will be provided 
by the September service group of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

This will be the Awesome Adultsô meeting for September. 
The future of Awesome Adults is in limbo right now. In order to keep going, 

someone, or a team of people, need to step up to take over the planning, set-up, and hosting 
of the event. The format has been a monthly noon potluck with some sort of entertainment 
or games played afterwards. Carrell Bathke and Lois Benson have been more than helpful 
this year in organizing. But itôs time to pass the baton. Thereôs been some discussion of 
merging with the Lutheranôs Senior Saints at Broadway Apartments, but even if that would 
happen, Open Doors would be responsible for every other month of organizing and hosting. 

So, if you would like to keep the fellowship group going, could we get an ñawesome 
adult,ò or two, who would be willing and able to work at hosting? How about forming a 
team of 3-4 who could work together as a crew to lighten the load for all? Talk to Carrell 
Bathke, Lois Benson, or Sarah Hankerson if you could do that or if you have any questions 
or ideas. 

Mondays at 7pm at Wells Campus 

September 10-October 22 
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Rally Weekend is nearly here!! If you havenôt already marked September 15-16 on 
your calendars, Do It Now!! You wonôt want to miss any of this great celebration launching 
our 2018-19 year of ministry. Weôre kicking off Sunday School, Youth Group, study groups, 
music groups, Dinners For 6, ñThe Storyòï a church-wide study encompassing worship, 
Sunday School, Youth Group, and study groups ï so much going on! Check out the schedule 
for the weekend to see where you will want to be part of the fun. 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
9:00-12:00   Country Store opens. There are 12 departments, lots of ways to add your 

talent & skills, garden wealth, or closet treasures to raise funds for the church.  
9:00-11:30   Country Caf® opens: Coffee and treats will be offered for sale to the shop-

pers and those who just drop in.  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
9:00  Combined Rally Day Celebration worship at the Wells site. This will include 

an introduction to The Story, Backpack Blessing, Bible Day, and teacher dedication. 
10:00-12:30  Kids Activities: including a bounce house, photo booth, games, and crafts. 
10:30-12:30  County Store is open for shopping.   
10:00-12:00  Service Auction (silent auction) Bid on special things we can do for each other.   
11:00-12:00  Celebration Dinner, prepared by Scott and Linda Johnson, family and 

friends, will be served at the Country Caf® for a free-will donation.  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
10:00-11:15 Last Chance Sale: Non-perishable items left from the Rally Weekend will be 

offered for sale one more time.  
 

For people bringing items for the Country Store: 
¶ Non-perishable items may be dropped off in the basement now through Wed., Sept. 12. Please indicate 
which department they should go in: Almost Antiques, Crafts, etc. 
¶ Produce and baked goods may be dropped off in the basement Friday, Sept. 14, Saturday, Sept. 15, 
and Sunday, Sept. 16. Also, items may be donated for the ñLast Chance Saleò on Sunday, Sept. 23. 
¶ Baked goods (cookies, coffee cake, or other specialty) for coffee at the Country Caf® on Saturday 
should be dropped off in the kitchen Friday, Sept. 14, or early Saturday, Sept. 15. 
¶ If you have a price in mind for your items, please mark them. Otherwise, they will be marked 
before the sale. 
¶ Perishable items, such as produce and baked items may be picked up after sales on Sunday, Sept. 
16. Produce that is left will be donated to the Food Shelf. 
¶ Non-perishable items may be picked up by the people who brought them on Sunday, Sept. 16, 
after sales, or they may be left for purchase at the ñLast Chance Saleò on Sept. 23.   
¶ Everything that is left after the sale on Sept. 23 should be picked up by the owner by Tues, Sept. 25. 
 

All the donations to the store and hours labored are such a great expression of love shown 
for the work of the church. All funds raised at these events will go to Open Doorsô commitment 
to conference level missions.   

 

 

September 15 & 16  
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Rally Day is ñBack to Church Sunday!ò  

Activities for the young . . . . 

Worship: Joint worship for ENTIRE Open Doors family at he Wells Campus 
¶ Intro to ñThe Story, week #0ò 
¶ Blessing of the Backpacks ï Preschool through 12th grade students, bring your school 
backpack to be blessed and receive a little surprise! 
¶ Bible Day for 1st graders and handouts of The Story for each Sunday School child 
¶ Dedication of teachers & helpers 

After worship:  
¶ Kids: Enjoy games, craft, photo booth, snack, . . . and a 
bouncy house!!! 
¶ Everyone: Shop at the Country Store! Departments for all ages 
and interests, including kids (see the front cover). 
¶ Lunch: Take time out from shopping and playing for a 
meal together. Serving til 12:15. 
¶ Invite friends to be our guests! 

Country Store Service Auction 
       We know there are many people who would like to donate items for the 
Country Store, but donôt garden or have an interest in making crafts and such. 
But maybe you have the ability to help someone else out with your time or 
skills. The Country Store Service Auction can match your skill or service with 
someone who could use it.  
       There are forms at church for you to write down what kind of service that 
you are putting on the silent auction. These sheets will be displayed at the 
Country Store for silent auction bidding. Bidding will end at 12:00 noon on 
Sunday, Sept. 16, when the winners will be announced. The winning bidder will 

pay the church and the two of you will work out the details when to ñcash inò on the service.  
Some examples:  1 evening of babysitting  Fishing excursion 

 Window washing        3 dozen Christmas cookies 
 Washing/detailing a car or truck  2 hours leaf raking  
 Planning a childôs birthday party  _________ (you fill in the blank) 

Use your imagination and think of things that other people might appreciate and be 
willing to pay for, or might even buy and gift to someone else. We take suggestions for 
services youôd like to see auctioned off, too. 

September 16  
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New in the Childrenôs Library Cart: 
VeggieTales DVD: League of Incredible Vegetables ï A Lesson in 
Handling Fear 
VeggieTales DVD: Sweetpea Beauty ï A Lesson about True Beauty 
 

UMW Reading Program Book Review 
§ In Our Backyard by Nita Belles ï Wells Campus Collection 

This is a Christian perspective on human trafficking in the United States. The book invites 
readers into the lives of human trafficking victims, survivors, and the traffickers themselves 
with the true stories. These stories not only inform, but also continue our study of modern 
day slavery, this time focusing on the United States. This book contains mature subject 
matter.  (UMW 2013 Reading Program - Social Action) 

 

For mystery readers: The Clothes Closet has boxes of religious mystery books FREE. 
Many authors, several in series, paperback and hard cover. Stop up to the store to browse.  

Operation Christmas Child 
       It is time to start filling your Operation Christmas Child boxes. 
The ñHow to Pack a Boxò brochures can be found at both campuses. 
You choose boy or girl, and an age range, and purchase items that 
will fit into a regular shoe box. There are suggestions of what types 
of gift items to include and what not to include in the brochure. Use 
the label that is in the brochure to put on your box. $9 per box is 

requested for shipping to the foreign country. 
Weôve already been accumulating gifts at church to pack into boxes. This month we 

are collecting WOW items ï soccer balls with pump, dolls, Legos, stuffed animals, jewel-
ry, games, toys, etc.  
Last year we collected 82 shoe boxes. Letôs shoot for 100 this year!! The deadline for 

having all Operation Christmas Child boxes to the Wells campus is Sunday, November 18. 
Also, keep your ears open for an opportunity to work at the OCC processing center in 

The Cities later in November. Itôs a lot of fun to help prepare the boxes for final shipping. 

Sunday, October 28, 3:00 -5:00  

Start thinking now of how you could deco-
rate your trunk or back of mini -van or SUV! 
If you choose not to decorate, come and have 
fun with trunk or treating, games and food!!  

More information to come!  Call Sandy 
Youngblom to reserve your parking spot.  

A safe alternative to  

door-to-door trick-or-treating. 
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W =Wells Campus;  K =Kiester Campus;  All other events at Wells Campus unless designated otherwise. 


